GROUP LEADER GUIDE

Summer in The Psalms: The Benevolent Creator

Psalm 104:1-30

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
e July 11th Family Day @ Don Fox (Men & Women Ministry)
e July 22-26 Arise Camp

Check out the TJC Weekend Recap podcast for a more in-depth look at our sermons each week!

The podcast is available on all streaming platforms!

SERMON NOTES
Intro:

Last week we looked at Psalm 58, an imprecatory psalm asking God to bring judgment upon the wicked. If we
were to ask what attributes of God are highlighted there, words like righteousness, holiness, and justice rightly
come to mind. Longing for justice is a good and noble thing, provided we do so from the posture of one who
has received mercy.

Passages like Psalm 58 are not easy to preach. They are sobering, but necessary. I'm glad Erik drew that
card and not me, because this week we get to explore a psalm that brings much more comfort and
encouragement. Yet this shift from Psalm 58 to Psalm 104 is not an inconsistency in Scripture. Rather, it
reveals one of the most remarkable things about God: the holy, righteous Judge is also the merciful,
benevolent Creator.

He is the Lion and the Lamb, the Judge and the Advocate, the Just and the Justifier of all who have faith in
Christ. And seeing those things in His character together matters, because it is only in seeing His holiness and
righteousness that we truly appreciate His tenderness and lovingkindness.

Psalm 104 is a reflection on the heart of God towards His creation. My goal today is simply to do what the
psalm itself is intended to do: to see the wonder of God’s character through His amazing creation. As we walk
through the psalm, we’ll see His majesty, His wisdom, His benevolence, His sustaining care, and ultimately,
His salvation.

Exposition:
First, His majesty.

1. The Majestic God Who Reveals His Glory (v. 1-4)

1 Bless the LORD, O my soul! O LORD my God, you are very great! You are clothed with splendor and
majesty, 2 covering yourself with light as with a garment, stretching out the heavens like a tent. 3 He lays the
beams of his chambers on the waters; he makes the clouds

his chariot; he rides on the wings of the wind; 4 he makes his messengers winds, his ministers a flaming fire.



The psalm begins and ends with the same declaration: "Bless the Lord, O my soul." Worship is a response to
truth, and the truths the psalmist is responding to will make up the substance of this psalm. He begins here by
pointing us to the majesty, splendor, and glory of the Creator God. Every image in these verses, every phrase,
is painting that one picture: the awe-inspiring greatness of this God.

Listen to how he describes Him:

e Clothed in splendor and majesty, covered with light
o This is the language used by royalty. He is the most breathtakingly glorious King
imaginable.
e Stretching out the heavens like a tent
o This is palace imagery. Ancient Near Eastern kings lived in tented palaces. The psalmist is
saying the sky itself is God's royal tent, the heavens are not just space, they are His dwelling
place. It's all His.
e Chambers on the waters, clouds are His chariot, rides on the wind
o This draws on ancient imagery where waters represented chaos. By laying the beams of His
upper chambers on the waters, God shows He has built His palace on top of the chaos. He has
conquered it, tamed it, and now His throne room sits above it. The cloud chariot and riding on
the wind paint God as living and sovereign. He is not stuck in heaven, He moves through His
creation, present everywhere.
e Makes His messengers the winds and His ministers a flaming fire
o Hebrews 1.7 quotes this verse and applies it to angels, showing that this ancient psalm also
points to the heavenly host serving the greater King. His authority is over all.

Our Creator is the glorious, transcendent, exalted, awe-inspiring, chaos taming, creation ruling King of all. This
makes even more sense when we think about the culture of idolatry and pagan gods the psalmist is writing in
the midst of. It's really common in the Old Testament for descriptions of God to have a polemic element to
them, meaning, they show His greatness over the false gods of the nations. This God, is the God, and He is
greater than all the false gods. The same is true in our lives. Anything that we give our hearts over to, anything
that takes the place of God in our worship, is unimaginably inferior to the true God. This true God is wise in all
His works.

2. The Wise God Who Builds His Creation (v. 5-9, 19-23)

5 He set the earth on its foundations, so that it should never be moved. 6 You covered it with the deep as with
a garment; the waters stood above the mountains. 7 At your rebuke they fled; at the sound of your thunder
they took to flight. 8 The mountains rose, the valleys sank down to

the place that you appointed for them. 9 You set a boundary that they may not pass, so that they might not
again cover the earth.

19 He made the moon to mark the seasons; the sun knows its time for setting. 20 You make darkness, and it is
night, when all the beasts of the forest creep about. 21 The young lions roar for their prey, seeking their food
from God. 22 When the sun rises, they steal away and lie down in their dens. 23 Man goes out to his work and
to his labor until the evening.

His world is made with power, diversity, intention, and order. This is something the earliest modern scientists
understood fully. Kepler described his work in astronomy as "thinking God's thoughts after Him." Isaac
Newton, the father of modern physics, wrote far more about theology than mechanics; he saw his laws as
revealing the order of a wise and glorious Creator. For these men, the discipline of science was not about
explaining away God; it was the discipline of uncovering the wonders built into the world by His immense



wisdom and creativity. This order and wisdom is what the psalmist reflects on when he talks about the heights
of the mountains and boundaries of the waters, the cycles of the seasons and rhythms of man and animal.
Like Kepler and Newton, he’s saying, “look at the wisdom of your works, Lord.”

And this is precisely why so many of today's cultural battles come back to the idea of design and order.
Whether we are talking about gender, human sexuality, human identity and vocation, the order of the family, or
a hundred other things, we are not just talking about arbitrary rules handed down from on high. We are talking
about submission to the design of a wise Creator. The boundaries He set in creation are not random; they are
rooted in His wisdom and His good purposes for us.

Submission to the Designer's design is not mere rule-keeping. It is a value judgment. It is an act of worship. It
is saying: He is wise, and His ways are best.

We worship Him not just by stating that but by submitting to it.

3. The Benevolent God Who Cares for His Creation (v. 10-18)

10 You make springs gush forth in the valleys; they flow between the hills; 11 they give drink to every beast of
the field; the wild donkeys quench their thirst. 12 Beside them the birds of the heavens dwell; they sing
among the branches. 13 From your lofty abode you water the mountains; the earth is satisfied with the fruit of
your work. 14 You cause the grass to grow for the livestock and plants for man to cultivate, that he may bring
forth food from the earth 15 and wine to gladden the heart of man, oil to make his face shine and bread to
strengthen man’s heart. 16 The trees of the LORD are watered abundantly, the cedars of Lebanon that he
planted. 17 In them the birds build their nests; the stork has her home in the fir trees. 18 The high mountains
are for the wild goats; the rocks are a refuge for the rock badgers.

A word that is not used very often any more that is really helpful when discussing the disposition of God
toward His creation is the word “benevolence.” When that word is used in modern

contexts, it's usually describing the giving of charity or some form of aid. Here is a technical definition and
the application of the word to the character of God:

Benevolence - (from the Latin bene volens, meaning "to will good" or "well-wishing") is God’s active,
generous disposition to desire and bestow good upon His creatures.

God's Disposition toward Creation - When applied to God'’s relationship with His creation, benevolence is not
merely a passive kindness, nor is it bare-minimum sustenance. It is God’s settled, joyful posture of providing
for the flourishing, needs, and even the delights of everything He has made. He does not just keep His
creation alive; He actively wills its good and generously supplies it.

If there is anything about this psalm that I'm really excited to teach, it is this point. This is such an important
part of our walk with the Lord, and it is so neglected by so many.

The benevolence of God changes everything. This attribute is one of the answers to the question,
“What is He like?”

I's not the same as when we talk about His omnipresence, His omnipotence, His omniscience, or even His
justice and righteousness. | don’t want to minimize any of those things at all, but | do want you to see that this
attribute is different because it describes His disposition towards His creation. It describes His posture towards
us. It describes how He interacts with us on an experiential level.



He is good and He is good to us. He is good and He desires good for us. That is what He is like. He is not
distant or untouched. He wills good for us. And not just us, but all of His creatures. He gives water to the
beasts of the field. The things out there that just seem wild and all on their own. The psalmist says, “They’re
not on their own. They’re cared for by their Creator.”

He gives homes to the birds and badgers, the most seemingly insignificant of creatures, grass to the
livestock, and fulfilling work to man.

Look at v. 15 and wine to gladden the heart of man, oil to make his face shine and bread to strengthen
man’s heart.

Wine to gladden the heart of man, oil to make his face shine, bread to strengthen his heart. This is imagery of
abundance and flourishing. This is not survival. This is blessing. This is like the father’s response to the
prodigal son when he returns and he throws a party for him. This is lavish.

God desires to gladden the hearts of His creatures. He desires for his creation to thrive. Not just out of some
obligation to care for the things that depend on Him, but from a benevolent heart.

Is this the way you see God? Remember, it's not one or another. He is still the holy, just judge who will bring
punishment to all who do not run to Christ for salvation. But He is also this. Do you see Him as distant,
aloof, angry, or eternally disappointed? Or do you see Him as lavish, generous, as benevolent?

Isaiah 30:18 says that the Lord longs to or is waiting to be gracious to you. 1 Tim. 6:17
says that God richly provides us with all things for our enjoyment.

He didn’t have to make taste buds that rejoice in sweetness. He didn’t have to design colors that delight the
eye or sounds that stir the soul. He didn’t have to make the smell of rain refreshing or the sound of a creek
peaceful. But He did, because He is not a cold provider. He is a benevolent Father who delights in the
flourishing and the joy of His creation.

His benevolence means this: He has in Himself, a disposition to will good for His creatures, and not just their
survival, but their delight. He doesn’t just feed us. He gives us food that tastes good. He doesn't just give us
water. He gives us water that satisfies and refreshes. He doesn’t just house the birds in trees, He gives them
great cedars of Lebanon that are perfect for building their nests.

This is what the benevolent God is like.

What's more is this benevolence isn't a one-time gift. It's a daily, moment-by-moment reality. He doesn't just fill
the cups and walk away. He keeps filling them. The next section shows us the ongoing sustenance of God.

4. The Sovereign God Who Sustains His Creation (v. 24-30)

24 O LORD, how manifold are your works! In wisdom have you made them all; the earth is full of your
creatures. 25 Here is the sea, great and wide, which teems with creatures innumerable, living things both
small and great. 26 There go the ships, and Leviathan, which you formed to play in it. 27 These all look to
you, to give them their food in due season. 28 When you give it to them, they gather it up; when you open
your hand, they are filled with good things. 29 When you hide your face, they are dismayed; when you take
away their breath, they die and return to their dust. 30 When you send forth your Spirit, they are created, and
you renew the face of the ground.

Here he mentions the Leviathan and says, “which you formed to play in [the sea].” The exact identification of



Leviathan is not the point of the passage. Whether the psalmist has in mind a great sea creature, a chaos
image, or some massive feared animal of the deep, the point is clear: even the creature that makes man
tremble is not a threat to God but rather, is under His care. It is one of His creatures, an object of His
creative delight, and the psalmist says God made it to play in the sea.

That is remarkable. God made a world with room for delight. Hawks ride the rising thermal air. Birds splash
and slide. Animals chase, leap, roll, and play. And the psalmist looks at even

Leviathan in the sea and says, “That too belongs to the joyful wisdom of God.” The great feared creature of
the deep is, before God, not a problem to be solved, but a creature He formed, rules, sustains, and even
delights to watch play in the world He made.

The point of this section is that everything, everything is dependent upon Him and He graciously sustains it all.
From the smallest to the greatest of His works, He sustains them all. He numbers all their days. He gives life
and takes life and this is true of every living creature that ever has or ever will exist.

He is the sovereign Sustainer. That’'s why Jesus, the second person of the Trinity is spoken of like this in
Colossians 1:16-17 all things were created through him and for him. 17 And he is before all things, and in
him all things hold together.

And Hebrews 1:3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds
the universe by the word of his power.

But again, the unbelievable truth here is not merely that an all powerful God holds the fabric of creation
together, but that a benevolent, all powerful God does.

And the God who opens His hand to feed His creatures is the God who opened His hands at the cross to save
sinners. We had given Him every reason to withhold blessing and bring judgment, but in Christ, our guilt was
paid for, our rebellion was forgiven, and our unbelief was overcome by grace. For all who place their faith in the
crucified and risen Jesus, the hostility, or as the Bible calls it, the enmity, between us and this good God has
been removed. Because of the benevolence of this Creator God.

How do we respond to such goodness from this holy, just God, who should not be so kind to us?

5. The Response: Bless the Lord. The Majestic, Wise, Benevolent, and Sovereign God Who Saves

(v. 31-35)

31 May the glory of the LORD endure forever; may the LORD rejoice in his works, 32 who looks on the earth
and it trembles, who touches the mountains and they smoke! 33 | will sing to the LORD as long as | live; | will
sing praise to my God while | have being. 34 May my meditation be pleasing to him, for | rejoice in the LORD.
35 Let sinners be consumed from the earth, and let the wicked be no more! Bless the LORD, O my soul!
Praise the LORD!

After reflecting on all of these beautiful truths, the psalmist responds the only way that makes any kind of
sense - by worshiping the Lord. He says, “May the glory of the LORD endure forever”.

God you are so good, in every way, may your glory, may your fame, may your renown last for all generations.
Then look at the combination of phrases that comes next.

e May the LORD rejoice in His works - God enjoys the things He creates.
e The earth trembles when He looks at it, the mountains smoke when He touches them.



Here you have both elements. The holy, awesome exalted God, who rejoices in things like butterflies
and waterfalls, sharks, and puppies.

The psalmist then prays that these reflections upon his Creator would be pleasing to Him and that God
would make all things right in His world and remove the evil from it.

Summary:

Our text today shows us a much needed picture of the heart of God towards His creatures. It's not enough to
just know that He has some general love for the things that He has made, or even to know the objective love
that He has for us in His Son Jesus. Those things are important, but they are incomplete unless we understand
them through the disposition of God that such love manifests. This psalm doesn’t just tell us who God is and
what He does, it tells us what He’s like toward His creation.

He is righteous, holy, and just. He is powerful and even terrifying, but He is good and He is good to the works
of His hands. And if this is His generous delight in the works of His hands, how much more may those who are
united to His Son trust His fatherly delight and care?

We need to see this. That’s our first application point.

Application:
e See Him. - See Him and worship Him in all that He has revealed Himself to be. o Examine
your thoughts of God. Are they imbalanced? Are they too
one-dimensional? When you describe Him, what words do you use?
o Seek Him in scripture. Read the Bible, not just looking for doctrine and theology, but looking for
the revelation of God Himself so you can see Him as He is.

e Enjoy Him. - He is always better than we think He is. Receive that.

o It does seem too good to be true, if you don’t get that feeling when thinking about the goodness
of God towards those who trust in Him then you're thinking is too small.

o You can almost always tell where you are in your thinking regarding the goodness of God
towards you by your attitudes and behaviors towards others. A generally grumpy, critical, or
cynical disposition in a person can reveal a lot about how they see God’s disposition towards
them.

e Trust Him. - This goodness, this benevolence, this blessing is only partially given to all mankind. It is
fully realized in Christ.

o He is good to all, but if you have not put your faith in Jesus, you dare not bank on His gracious
disposition. You may receive countless gifts from His open hand and
still remain unreconciled to Him if you refuse His Son. The expectation for all of us, outside of
Christ is fiery judgment.

o God is generous to all His creatures, but He is savingly gracious only to those who are in
Christ. That's the difference between receiving His blessings and receiving His Son.

o For those who have trusted Christ for salvation, it is in His goodness and His kind intention
towards us that we must keep trusting. We trust God because He has made promises and His
Word is sure, but our trust isn’t merely legal. It is relational. We trust because we know He is
good and good to us.



LOOK UP

DISCUSS:

1: The Majestic God — Read: Psalm 104:1-4

Question: The psalm begins by declaring God's majesty, splendor, and greatness. When you think about
God, what attributes come to mind most naturally? Are there aspects of His character that you've neglected
or forgotten?

Leader Note: Encourage the group to evaluate whether their view of God has become too narrow. Worship
grows as our understanding of God's character expands.

2: The Wise Creator — Read: Psalm 104:5-9, 19-23

Question: Throughout this psalm, God's wisdom is displayed in the order He built into creation—boundaries
for the seas, rhythms for the seasons, and purposes for every living thing. In what ways do you see our
culture rejecting, redefining, or reversing God's good design today? Why do you think people so often
resist the order God has established?

Leader Note: Keep the discussion rooted in the text. The psalm celebrates that God's design is wise and
good, not arbitrary. Whether discussing creation, gender, sexuality, marriage, family, work, or other areas of
life, help the group see that submitting to God's design is ultimately an act of trusting His wisdom rather
than asserting our own.

3: The Benevolent God — Read: Psalm 104:10-18

Question: This passage shows that God doesn't simply sustain creation—He generously provides for its
flourishing. Looking back over the last few months, where have you experienced God's kindness,
generosity, or fatherly care in ways you didn't deserve?

Leader Note: Help the group move beyond dramatic answers. Often God's benevolence is experienced
through ordinary, daily gifts that we overlook.

4: Seeing and Trusting God's Heart — Read: Psalm 104:13-18, 27-30

Question: Psalm 104 reveals that God is not only sovereign over creation but also benevolent toward it.
When you think about God's disposition toward you, do you tend to see Him as distant, disappointed,
demanding, or as a good Father who delights to care for His children? How has that view affected your
ability to trust Him in seasons of uncertainty or unanswered prayers?



Leader Note: Many believers acknowledge God's power but struggle to believe in His goodness toward
them personally. Help the group see that our ability to trust God is deeply connected to how we perceive
His character. The more clearly we see His benevolent heart, the more confidently we can rest in His
sovereign care, even when His purposes remain hidden.

5: The God Who Sustains — Read: Psalm 104:24-30

Question: The psalm teaches that every creature depends upon God moment by moment. What area of
your life are you currently tempted to believe depends primarily on your own effort rather than God's
sustaining power?

Leader Note: Dependence is not weakness. It is the normal posture of every creature before the Creator.

6: Seeing, Enjoying, and Trusting God

Question: Which of these three applications do you most need right now: to see God more clearly, enjoy
Him more deeply, or trust Him more fully? Why?

Leader Note: Invite each person to identify one area where they sense the Lord calling them to grow rather
than trying to address all three at once.

7: Christ, the Greatest Display of God's Goodness — Read: Colossians 1:16—-17

Question: Psalm 104 points us to the Creator, and the New Testament reveals that all things were created
through Christ and are held together by Him. How does the cross ultimately demonstrate both God's power
and His benevolent heart toward sinners?

Leader Note: Creation reveals God's goodness, but the cross reveals it most clearly. God's open hand that
sustains creation is the same hand that was pierced to reconcile sinners to Himself.



LOOK AHEAD

e BUILD UP | SEND OUT
o How are you making yourself known at church this week?
o How are you growing to know Christ better this week?
o How are you making Christ known this week?
e PRAYER
o Pray over any request from your group members.
o Pray for our team: - Jackie Cornet- TJC Kid’s Ministry Assistant
o Pray for our short-term teams:
m Romania
o Pray for our long-term units on the mission field:
m The Wilsons
m The Grays
m The Browns
o Pray for the unreached. Want to keep up with Unreached People Groups? Download the

Unreached of the Day App https://joshuaproject.net/pray/unreachedoftheday/app


https://joshuaproject.net/pray/unreachedoftheday/app
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