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THIS BOOK BELONGS TO:

	



OUR MISSION:
SHOWING 
JESUS AS 
INCOMPARABLY 
GLORIOUS

OUR VISION:
BUILD UP
SEND OUT

MY PRAYER FOR ARISE:

	
	
		
	
	



As I look back over the last 16+ years of our church’s 
history, I stand in awe. God has created an incredible 
movement within TJC. Defining moments fill these 
years in marking significant events that shape who 
and what people and churches become.
 
In 2006, we decided to publicly launch TJC from 
a small group meeting in my living room. The core 
group consisted of less than 50 people, but we 
were committed to biblical community, worship, and 
understanding a real relationship with Christ. The 
Lord blessed this boldness. We knew He had already 
planned our path and would chart our future if we 
stepped out in faith. 

Within 18 months, the church grew to 100 people 
in a rented storefront that held less than 60. But 
then another big question emerged: could we keep 
reaching people in this little building? God then 
provided a school where we set up and tore down 
our worship and kids ministry every Sunday. Again, 
God blessed our faithfulness as we reached more 
and more people. 
 
The growth continued when we learned of an 
available building in Lebanon near Cumberland 
University. It was way bigger than we thought we 
needed or could afford. Little did we know that it 
would be in that building, over a decade, that we 
would be shaped and formed into a church of 800 
people. Well, we outgrew it too, and ultimately 
needed to have five services on the weekends just to 
make it work.

In 2018, discussion amongst elders and staff 
shifted to the long-term. We knew our space wasn’t 
sustainable for our expectation of long-term growth 
and ministry. We embarked on a journey of looking 
and praying for God to open a door, and He did. The 
current TJC space, coupled with new ministries and 
a new vision, was launched with the Hope Multiplied 
initiative. In June 2020, TJC held its first gathering at 
our current location. 
 
Since moving to our current building, TJC has 
witnessed unprecedented growth, not just 
numerically, but spiritually. The health of our church 
has never been greater. The future has never looked 
brighter. It is not about numbers but rather our 
purpose. We have always been true to God’s Word 
and ardently believed that God’s people will find a 
home where His truth is boldly professed. 

When I look back at our history, I smile thinking of 
the big steps of faith the people of TJC have taken 
when we believed God was showing us the next hill 
to climb and the direction to take. We are at such a 
junction again. We believe God is calling us to scale 
new heights and tackle new challenges. It is time 
for us to “Build Up and Send Out.” It is time for us to 
Arise and step into the future God has planned for us. 
It will take faith, sacrifice, and unity. We believe we 
are at a critical juncture in history and in our culture, 
which is exactly why TJC is here at this time and in 
this place. 

I can’t wait to someday look back again and tell the 
story about how this season we are entering became 
another defining moment in the life of this church.

I thank God for our people and our purpose, 

Erik Reed, Lead Pastor
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GOSPEL RICH THEOLOGY

GREAT COMMISSION-INSPIRED AMBITION

POMPOUS FREE REALNESS

MISSION FOCUSED SIMPLICITY

GOD GLORIFYING DIVERSITY

OUR VALUES TESTIMONAL

We were invited to TJC by our Chiropractor Dr. 
Larry Hardin, he continued to ask us to come. 
His persistence, after about 10 times paid off and 
we finally came. We immediately knew it was the 
place for us, that was 4 ½ years ago. We thought 
we would grow and learn more at TJC in 2 months 
than 2 years at our prior church and we did! We 
did “Welcome to TJC” Classes, began serving, 
joined a GC and joined TJC as members. We found 
we were being discipled by the Pastors, Staff & 
members of the Church through their lives and 
actions. Soon after joining Kathy was diagnosed 
with a brain tumor that was rapidly taking her 
eyesight and she needed a 12 hour brain surgery 
to remove it. Members of our GC stayed at the 
hospital during the surgery, continued to visit & 
offer help and provided months of ready to eat 
meals that filled our freezer for the recovery time. 
The outpouring of prayers, love and support was 
immediate and continued throughout the surgery, 
recovery and beyond. We felt all the power of GOD 
through the actions of the Saints at TJC.  We are 
eternally thankful to the Lord for bringing us to TJC 
our Church Family, where the body is made up of 
servants of the Lord, 24/7/365, not just on Sunday’s!

Then the eleven disciples 
went to Galilee, to the 
mountain where Jesus 
had told them to go. 
When they saw him, they 
worshiped him; but some 
doubted. Then Jesus 
came to them and said, 
“All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been 
given to me. Therefore 
go and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, 
and teaching them to 
obey everything I have 
commanded you. And 
surely I am with you 
always, to the very end 
of the age.
MATHEW 28:16-20

KATHY & JIM
DI GIOVANNI
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HOW WE GOT HERE
From its beginnings, TJC has been 
committed to SHOWING JESUS AS 
INCOMPARABLY GLORIOUS. God has 
revealed His plan for our church as we 
strive in obedience to His call. 

2005 
TJC launches with a core 
group of 40 people, 
mostly young adults, led 
by Pastor Erik Reed. The 
core group is committed 
to biblical community and 
worship to connect others 
to the local church. 

2006
TJC moves from Pastor 
Erik’s living room to a small 
60-seat building between 
Lebanon and Mt. Juliet 
where it celebrates its first 
public service.

2007
As TJC continues to grow, 
the church relocates to 
West Elementary school 
where the congregation 
exceeds 100 people for 
the first time. 

2009
TJC relocates to a downtown 
Lebanon building (212 Leeville 
Pike) which becomes its home 
for over a decade. In it, TJC 
shapes and forms its vision 
and values. 

2011
Satellite campuses 
start in Hartsville and 
Mt. Juliet. Both became 
autonomous churches 
in 2013. 

2016
Launched 2 Saturday 
Services and 3 
Sunday Services at 
212 Leeville Pike to 
accommodate growth

2018 
TJC’s first “multi-site” 
location launches in 
Mt. Juliet.

2019
SEPTEMBER
The “Hope Multiplied” initiative 
begins. Over the next two years, the 
initiative gives birth to TJC’s For the 
City (jail, foster, adoption, counseling, 
deacon care, and recovery ministries), 
For the Nations (partnerships with 
the International Mission Board and 
Frontiers sending partners), and 
greater discipleship opportunities 
(MDWK, TJC Institute). 

2020
JANUARY
Purchase of our current 
facility, renovation work 
begins

MARCH 3
A tornado destroys TJC’s 
Mt. Juliet campus.

JUNE 14
TJC celebrates the first 
service at our current 
location. 

2021
TJC helps launch Knowing 
Jesus Ministries and Journey 
Worship Co. as platforms to 
multiply scope and reach 
outside our walls.

2023
The “ARISE!” 
campaign begins 
to propel TJC’s 
vision to “BUILD 
UP & SEND OUT.” 

THE FUTURE OF TJC
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ARISE is a two-year execution strategy of our 
vision to “BUILD UP & SEND OUT.” This vision 
will effectively build mature disciples and send 
them into a world where desperate people face 
a Christless eternity. 

We believe that to whom much is given much is 
required (Luke 12:48). God has blessed TJC with 
incredible people, opportunities, influence, and 
resources. We have a responsibility to be a bold 
Great Commission church. 

We cannot play it safe. We cannot grow 
complacent. It is time to ARISE!

HOW WE LIVE THIS VISION
BUILD UP…. 

	⊲ CAPACITY: This is an exciting time as TJC 
continues to grow exponentially. We want to 
be a launching pad to serve our community, 
our nation, and our world. Building our 
physical capacity to train and equip disciples is 
critical to this mission.

	⊲ We will increase worship and classroom 
space for kids, students, and young adults. 
TJC has an intentional master plan, to 
be executed in multiple phases as God 

continues to grow our congregation. The 
plan prioritizes TJC’s greatest needs first 
while practicing good stewardship of 
financial resources. 

	⊲ We will create an inviting environment 
with enhanced community areas, entries, 
walkways, exterior beautification, and 
increased parking. We envision our building 
being an everyday ministry hub where 
discipleship and service to our community 
happen constantly. 

	⊲ PEOPLE: TJC is filled with courageous people 
who are humble yet hungry to use their 
diverse gifts to serve His Kingdom. It will 
take all of us to accomplish what God has set 
before us.

	⊲ We will equip kids, students, and adults 
with Gospel-rich theology, a thirst for God’s 
Word, and provide pathways for spiritual 
growth. 

	⊲ We will continue producing enriching 
content, curriculum, and teaching for our 
body and other churches.

	⊲ We will explore opportunities to provide 
families with a robust and affordable 
Christian education.

WHERE WE ARE GOING
	⊲ LEADERS: TJC endeavors to empower 
individuals to take ownership of impactful 
ministry opportunities. TJC leaders will be 
equipped for the challenges of today and 
tomorrow while inspiring others to join in 
accomplishing the vision.

	⊲ We will raise up more leaders by identifying, 
equipping, and mobilizing disciples from 
within our body to fulfill God’s calling.

	⊲ We will continue to refine our intern and 
residency programs while investing in 
future leaders to be sent out in vocational 
ministry, church planting, and the mission 
field. 

	⊲ TJC will lead in sharing our organizational 
leadership system with the local church to 
improve efficiencies and encourage a Great 
Commission focus, vision alignment, and 
healthy evaluation standards to promote 
constant improvement.

SEND OUT…..

At TJC we strive to practice a Christ-reflecting 
joy in serving others inside and outside our 
walls. Service starts at home through the catalyst 
of the local church where a genuine Christ-
exalting, self-minimizing humility is cultivated. 

LOCAL 
	⊲ We will mobilize people and resources to 
expand our For the City ministries (Foster, 
Adoption, Jail, Re: Generation, Deacons, and 
Local Internationals).

	⊲ We will maximize opportunities to share the 
Gospel locally through relentless devotion 
from within our ministries and biblical 
community. 

	⊲ We will multiply our relational reach through a 
contagious passion for people.

 
REGIONAL

	⊲ We will work with partner associations to 
plant churches in unevangelized communities 
throughout the nation.

	⊲ We will prepare pastors and leadership teams 
to accomplish our planting strategy. 

	⊲ We will prioritize the planting, re-planting, and 
revitalization of churches nationally. 

INTERNATIONAL
	⊲ We will send out our own to share the hope 
of Christ and plant churches among those 
unreached and without access to the Gospel. 

	⊲ We will intentionally “hold the rope” for those 
we send by supporting them with prayer, 
resources, and active participation in their 
work. TJC’s goal is to have advocacy and care 
teams for everyone we send to the field. 

	⊲ We will continually educate our people on 
the urgency of needs for our sending partner 
agencies while preparing those called within 
our sending pipeline. 
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EVERYONE IS NEEDED TO 
ACCOMPLISH THIS VISION.

WE CHALLENGE YOU TO 
JOIN THIS MOVEMENT AND 

BE PART OF THIS STORY.

OUR GOALS

NEXT STEPS 
	⊲ PRAY: We ask you to pray for the task 
ahead. In the book of Nehemiah, we see a 
determined disciple who was given a vision 
by God to accomplish what was believed to 
be an impossible task. When people tried to 
discourage Nehemiah he told other believers 
to “arise and build (Neh 2:20).” Nehemiah 
knows he cannot succeed without mobilizing 
everyone to restore Jerusalem. The same is 
true now at TJC. 

	⊲ GIVE: Commit to sacrificial giving. In Luke 
12:48 Jesus tells us “Everyone to whom much 
was given, of him, much will be required, and 
from him to whom they entrusted much, they 
will demand the more.” 

	⊲ GO: Participate in BUILD UP and SEND OUT 
opportunities. TJC is committed to being a 
Great Commission church (Matthew 28:18-
20). In Mark 16:15 Jesus says “Go into all the 
world and preach the Good News to everyone, 
everywhere.” We ask you to be obedient in 
living “sent.” 

THIS IS A CALL TO
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Therefore, as you received Christ 
Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, rooted 
and built up in him and established 
in the faith, just as you were taught, 
abounding 	in thanksgiving.

COLOSSIANS 2:6-7

MAXIMIZING OUR 
CAMPUS’ POTENTIAL
In 2020, TJC acquired and renovated our 
current campus. We are so incredibly grateful 
that God provided us with this building. We are 
also overwhelmingly thankful for the hundreds 
of hours our people worked to renovate the 
space. The building more than doubled our 
worship space and tripled our education 
capacity. 

By God’s grace, TJC continues to grow at 
an exponential pace. Nearly one-third of our 
attendance on a Sunday is under the age of 12! 
Our Kids Ministry classrooms are averaging 85% 
capacity on Sundays. In addition, our Midweek 
activities have had to limit enrollment due to the 
lack of classroom capacity. 

To keep up with the current and anticipated 
growth, and effectively BUILD UP and SEND 
OUT, TJC’s physical space needs to expand. 

Expansion requires a great deal of financial 
commitment. Therefore, responsible growth is 
critical to congregational health. To ensure good 
stewardship, TJC has developed an architectural 
master plan to be achieved in phases as actual 
and projected growth occurs. The master plan 
also ensures that TJC’s most relevant needs are 
addressed first.

THE PRIORITIES ADDRESSED IN THE FIRST 
PHASE OF EXPANSION ARE:

	⊲ Increased education capacity

	⊲ More secure kids ministry and efficient transit 
of the interior of our building

	⊲ Expanded parking and improved parking lot 
flow

	⊲ Inviting community spaces

	⊲ Increased auditorium capacity

GREATER CAPACITY
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A master plan provides a roadmap to 
determine what TJC’s capacity can 
be at our current campus. The plan 
below will be accomplished in stages 
as growth demands.

THE PROPOSED MASTER PLAN

OUR VISION OF 
PLANTING, SENDING, 
AND MULTIPLICATION 
HAS SHAPED THIS PLAN.



The initial phase addresses our most immediate needs. The architectural 
design is complete. The timing of these improvements is dependent on our 
cooperative giving.

PHASE ONE IMPROVEMENTS

INITAL SITE PLAN
1.	Lobby/Gallery
2.	 Kids Building Addition (2 Story)
3.	 North Entry Portal
4.	 South Entry Portal
5.	 East Entry Portal
6.	 Community Cafe
7.	 Worship Center (1,000 Seats)
8.	 Kids Ministry
9.	 Begin Community Court
10.	 Students/Multi-Use
11.	Additional Parking

PHASE ONE WILL PROVIDE:
	⊲ Over 8,000 square feet of new 		
classroom space

	⊲ An expanded lobby 

	⊲ Covered pathways that allow for more efficient 
transit throughout the building and more 
secure kids ministry

	⊲ Expanded parking and better traffic flow

	⊲ Inviting upgrades to the exterior of the building 

	⊲ Areas for community-building, small groups, 
and conferences

	⊲ A ministry hub, anchored by a coffee 	
shop, providing daily opportunities to 	
reach our community
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PARKING AND TRAFFIC FLOW
We will add over 100 new parking spaces and connect the east and west parking lots with a new road. 
This will aid in traffic flow, congestion, and better egress throughout the facility.

NEW PATHWAYS 
New exterior covered walkways will connect our building from north to south and east to west. The 
walkways will provide a more intuitive front door, thus making our campus easier to navigate. Most 
importantly, the walkways will alleviate transit through the Kid’s Ministry hallways, which will allow for 
better security.

EDUCATION SPACE 
Approximately 8,000 new square feet of classroom space will house students, young adults, and 
alleviate classroom limitations of Midweek and other discipleship activity. This allows for the Kids 
Ministry to take over and renovate the gym, effectively doubling its usable space.

COMMUNITY SPACES
TJC values relationships. There is no better 
place to build community than at your place 
of worship. We want people to feel welcomed, 
valued, and appreciated. This requires a building 
that is inviting from the outside as well as the 
inside. To accomplish this we will change the 
aesthetic of our exterior, create community 
spaces, and welcome the facility as a daily 
ministry hub.

FLEXIBLE WORSHIP SPACE
We are beginning to see the need for overflow 
capacity in the auditorium. As a stretch goal, a 
community room will add a connected space 
of up to 200 seats to the auditorium. It will 
also serve as a multi-use facility for smaller 
gatherings, conferences, and discipleship.

22
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In Matthew 6, Jesus says, where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also. We 
want to see everyone who calls this church 
home growing in generosity. We believe 
Christian generosity begins with giving to the 
local church and that every Christian should 
have a plan to support their local church. 
Whether you are considering giving for the 
first time, or you have faithfully given for 
years, we believe you will play an important 
role in ARISE. 

As we grow in generosity, we not 
only increase our giving but also 
our Kingdom impact. Here is a 
guide to help you along the way.

GROWING IN GENEROSITY TESTIMONAL

My first visit to TJC was in the Spring 
of 2007. I was 21 years old. The church 
was one year old and meeting at West 
Elementary School in Mt. Juliet. Erik 
Reed was a young pastor, eager to 
make a difference in the community with 
the gospel. His friendship/leadership 
alongside the church’s love and support 
made a huge impact in my life. I came 
to know Christ, a loving community 
of believers, and was baptized at The 
Journey Church. After a year of being 
in middle Tennessee, I moved back to 
Indiana (where I am originally from), and 
within two years, I began pastoring. I 
also graduated from Bible college and 
seminary. Now, God has brought me full 
circle back to my church home. It’s been 
an incredible ride, and I owe so much of 
my success to TJC. Our church has truly 
changed my life.

BRANDON 
SUTTON
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4 “I FAITHFULLY GIVE 10% OF 	
MY INCOME.” 

Tithing simply is giving back the first 10% 
of what God has given us. The tithing giver 
has gone from giving consistently to giving 
intentionally in a way that models a heart of 
generosity. Growing in generosity means 
looking for additional ways to further God’s 
Kingdom with your resources.

5 “I GIVE MORE THAN 10%, 
PRIORITIZING GOD’S
KINGDOM OVER MINE.” 

The sacrificial giver is someone who gives 
beyond what is normal or accepted. When 
we grow into sacrificial giving, we begin to 
choose God’s Kingdom over our comforts. The 
sacrificial giver shows the transforming work 
Jesus has done in our lives by giving in a way 
that impacts their lifestyle.

6 “I GIVE TO MAKE A KINGDOM 
IMPACT THAT OUTLASTS ME.”

The legacy builder believes that every
resource, whether financial or otherwise, is 
a gift from God to be used for His Kingdom 
purposes. The legacy builder intentionally 
gives by acknowledging that their generosity 
will outlast them and that everything in their 
life is to be freely and generously given for 
God’s work. Legacy building leaves an impact 
that outlasts the giver and serves the Kingdom 
beyond their lives.

1 “I AM GIVING FOR THE 		
FIRST TIME.” 

Generosity always begins with a first step. 
Taking that first step is never easy, but required 
if you are going to grow. If you have never given 
before, take your first step by giving today.

2 “I HAVE GIVEN BEFORE, BUT 
NOT CONSISTENTLY.” 

If you have given something in the past,
but do so inconsistently, oftentimes your next 
step is to begin giving regularly. A great way 
to move from giving occasionally to giving 
consistently is to set up a recurring gift.

3 “I GIVE CONSISTENTLY, BUT 
NOT AS MUCH AS I COULD.” 

The consistent giver has taken steps to give
regularly. They are committed to the act of 
giving. At this stage, our next step in growing in 
generosity is to give in a way that reflects the 
generosity we have been shown through Christ. 
The next step to growing in generosity
is to evaluate the level at which you are giving.
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VISION FUND GIVING

We have a goal to see 100% participation from 
all who call TJC home. We are asking everyone 
to fill out a Commitment Card and turn it in 
on Commitment Sunday, February 26, 2023. 
Shown is an example of a Commitment Card. 
As we look forward to making our individual 
commitments, we encourage you to begin 
thinking and praying about what God is calling 
you to do in this season. You can use the guide 
on page 26 to help you as you plan your two-
year commitment to ARISE.

COMMITMENT CARD

30

TOGETHER, EVERY DOLLAR GIVEN 
WILL SUPPORT OUR EXISTING YEARLY 

MINISTRY GOAL AND EXPAND OUR 
GOSPEL IMPACT LIKE NEVER BEFORE.

WE HAVE A $10.4M GOAL
TO ACCOMPLISH OUR VISION 
AND PROVIDE TWO YEARS OF 

MINISTRY FUNDING.
In Matthew 6, Jesus says, where your 

treasure is, there your heart will 

be also. 

We want to see everyone who 

calls this church home growing in 

generosity. We believe Christian 

generosity begins with giving to the 

local church and that every Christian 

should have a plan to support their 

local church. Whether you are 

considering giving for the first time, 

or you have faithfully given for years, 

we believe you will play an important 

role in ARISE. 

REFER TO PAGE 26 FOR A GUIDE TO HELP 

YOU ALONG THE WAY TO GROW YOUR 

KINGDOM IMPACT. 

MY COMMITMENT

ARISE COMMITMENT CARD

WHAT I NORMALLY GIVE EACH YEAR:

+ MY EXPANDED ANNUAL GENEROSITY:

= TOTAL OF 
ABOVE FIELDS

x2 YEARS

+ GIFTS FROM STORED RESOURCES:

= TOTAL 2 YEAR COMMITMENT:

NAME

ADDRESS

PHONE

EMAIL
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HOW ARE WE SEEKING THE LORD’S 
GUIDANCE IN THESE EFFORTS?

	⊲ TJC leadership began the process of 
constructing ARISE with prayer and reflection. 
Over several months, certain convictions on 
where God was leading became clear. The 
process continued with those convictions 
as the foundational elements of ARISE. The 
process was prayerful and collaborative, 
ultimately leading to BUILD UP and SEND 
OUT. Over the coming years, we as a 
congregation must continue to seek the Lord’s 
guidance in how to most effectively execute 
this strategy. 

HOW BIG DOES TJC WANT TO BE?

	⊲ Our conviction is not to be concerned with 
the size of TJC but rather our effectiveness. 
We believe we live in a world that desperately 
needs to know Jesus. We want to build up and 
send out leaders to reach others. Practically 
speaking, there is a limit to our capacity at 
our current campus, however, our sending 
strategy includes planting churches with 
those who are called and prepared to take the 
Gospel to other locations. 

WHY IS THERE SO MUCH EMPHASIS 		
ON SENDING?

	⊲ TJC is a Great Commission church living 
faithfully to what Jesus commands in Matthew 
28:16-20. Sending is not just something 
we do but it is who we are, because Jesus 
commands us to be. TJC is devoted to doing 
our part in fulfilling this command by telling 
others the Good News everywhere - near 	
and far. 

WHY IS OUR VISION CHANGING?

	⊲ Our vision statement describes TJC’s purpose, 
defines achievement, and aligns our efforts to 
ensure responsible use of resources. While 
our mission statement, Showing Jesus as 
Incomparably Glorious, doesn’t change, the 
vision statement will as we develop as a body. 
When executed properly, a vision statement 
ensures we fix our eyes outward and not 
stagnate internally. 

HOW IS THIS VISION DIFFERENT FROM THE 	
PREVIOUS VISION?

	⊲ TJC’s last vision established a great deal 
of discipleship opportunities and ministries 
that help define our church today. TJC has 
developed robust resources and relationships 
in this process. This vision will focus on how 
to send our resources and people to carry 
the Gospel to others near and far. We do not 
expect to add numbers of new ministries, but 
rather strengthen and deepen current ones. 

WHY IS THIS CALLED ARISE!?

	⊲ In the book of Nehemiah, we see a 
determined disciple who was given a vision 
by God to accomplish what was believed to 
be an impossible task. When people tried to 
discourage Nehemiah he told other believers 
to “arise and build (Neh 2:20).” Nehemiah 
knows he cannot succeed without mobilizing 
everyone to restore Jerusalem. The same is 
true now at TJC. 

ARE THERE PHASES TO THIS EXPANSION?

	⊲ Yes, TJC has partnered with Visioneering 
Studios to provide a comprehensive master 
plan design for what can be accomplished 
at our current location. The plan took into 
consideration priorities and information 
provided by a team of TJC congregants, 
leadership, and staff. The plan builds on itself 
and can be added in phases as needs develop 
and resources are available. 

WHY ARE WE NOT BUILDING A WHOLE 		
NEW FACILITY?

	⊲ A new facility was determined to be cost-
prohibitive. In addition, TJC is intent on 
maximizing the potential of the gift God has 
blessed us with at our current location. 

HOW MUCH WILL THE FACILITY EXPANSION 
AND RENOVATION COST?

	⊲ The cost of the entire building and renovation 
project will be approximately $8 million. We 
have received good-faith estimates based 
on current construction pricing from our 
architect for the scope of work to be done 
based on national estimates and pricing from 
current projects. As we continue to move 	
the construction project forward, the numbers 
may change, but we have confidence that 
the current estimate is realistic given what is 
happening on similar projects around 		
the country.

WHY SHOULD I CONSIDER GIVING TO ARISE!?

	⊲ As Christians, we want to obey the Scriptures 
and obey the call to give to the local church. In 
giving to ARISE, you are financially supporting 
the expansion of God’s kingdom here, near, 
and far. Giving to this initiative allows TJC to 
continue building up and sending out those 
who will proclaim the Gospel. ARISE also 
allows us to expand our capacity to train and 
equip the disciples. 

FAQS

REACH OUT WITH ADDITIONAL 
QUESTIONS BY EMAILING 
ARISE@TJCLIVE.COM
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ARE WE FINANCIALLY HEALTHY 			 
AS A CHURCH?

	⊲ Yes. We are, by God’s grace and the 
generosity of many of you, in a very financially 
healthy position. We currently have more than 
3 months of operating reserves, and 6 months 
of debt service reserves. Even in taking on 
new debt for this project, our debt service will 
not exceed 20% of our budget. As we move 
into this project we are committed to retaining 
those reserves and holding a sound financial 
position into the future.

HOW CAN FAMILIES PARTICIPATE?

	⊲ We encourage you to discuss the vision with 
your children. Ask them about what they are 
learning about building up their knowledge 
and love for Christ. And, ask them what it 
means to share Christ with others. We want 
everyone to be inspired by the vision and 
aspire to play their part in God’s plan for their 
life. This is also a great opportunity to teach 
your children about generosity. Think about 
filling out a commitment card as a family. 

WHAT IS A COMMITMENT CARD?

	⊲ A commitment card is a tool to pledge 
an amount of giving to this initiative. We 
have a goal to see 100% participation. The 
commitment card allows tracking that goal. 
Examples of the Commitment Card we will all 
fill out can be found in this guidebook.

TESTIMONAL

I am certain that the Lord sovereignly 
guided my family to TJC in 2018 
because of the trials we would face 
just 8 months later. From my husband 
having open-heart surgery suddenly 
after months of heath issues to me 
having recurrent thyroid cancer after 
7 years of being cancer free. God has 
never abandoned us. He gave us a 
church home and a community that has 
become family. Without those things, 
our suffering would have not been 
endurable.

BECCA 
DEPOLITTE

35
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LIFE GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE

PRAYER AND
FASTING GUIDE

FEBRUARY 5  ⊲  NEHEMIAH 2
A VISION TO SEIZE

Pray specifically about how you can participate 
in Arise. How can you support the vision? Who 
can you Build Up? Where can you go to be 	
Sent Out?

Daily Scripture Readings:

	⊲ 2/6 | Matt. 28:19-20
	⊲ 2/7 | Acts 1:8
	⊲ 2/8 | 1 Peter 2:9

	⊲ 2/9 | Mark 16:15-16
	⊲ 2/10 | Ephesians 5:1-2
	⊲ 2/11 | 1 Peter 4:2

JANUARY 29  ⊲  NEHEMIAH 1
WE MUST DO SOMETHING

Pray that God will move the hearts of everyone 
at TJC to join Arise and be Built Up in order 
to be Sent Out into the world to proclaim the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Daily Scripture Readings:

	⊲ 1/30 | James 5:20
	⊲ 1/31 | Luke 15:4
	⊲ 2/1 | Mark 16:16

	⊲ 2/2 | Revelation 3:20
	⊲ 2/3 | Luke 10:2
	⊲ 2/4 | Romans 10:14-15

	⊲ 2/27 | 2 Peter 3:8
	⊲ 2/28 | Phil. 3:12-14
	⊲ 3/1 | Col. 1:10

	⊲ 3/2 | Isaiah 40:31
	⊲ 3/3 | Ephesians 4:15
	⊲ 3/4 | 1 Peter 2:2-3

FEBRUARY 26  ⊲  NEHEMIAH 6-7
BUILDING LIVES THAT BUILD WALLS IN THE 
FACE OF DANGER

Pray that Arise will reach far beyond the walls of 
TJC and make an impact for generations as we 
Build Up and Send Out.

Daily Scripture Readings:
	⊲ 2/20 | James 1:12
	⊲ 2/21 | Galatians 6:9
	⊲ 2/22 | Rom. 5:3-5

	⊲ 2/23 | 1 Chron. 16:11
	⊲ 2/24 | Revelation 2:10
	⊲ 2/25 | Proverbs 3:5-6

FEBRUARY 19  ⊲  NEHEMIAH 4:15-5:19
PERSEVERANCE AND PERSONAL SACRIFICE

Pray for the Lord to give us the endurance to 
finish this task and a willingness to do whatever 
it takes to complete it. 

Daily Scripture Readings:

FASTING OPTIONS
	⊲ Select one of the fasting options below or 
come up with your own fasting plan for the 
duration of the Arise series after discussing 
it with your Life Group. The time you would 
normally spend consuming the item you 
choose to fast from will now be spent in 
prayer. (For example: if you chose to fast from 
eating lunch one day a week then you will 
spend your lunch time in prayer.)

	⊲ Food (1 day per week, 1 meal per day, etc)

	⊲ Social Media

	⊲ Desserts or coffee

	⊲ Television

	⊲ 2/13 | Titus 2:7-8
	⊲ 2/14 | Matt. 5:10-12
	⊲ 2/15 | John 16:33

	⊲ 2/16 | Psalm 50:15
	⊲ 2/17 | 1 John 5:3-5
	⊲ 2/18 | Prov. 21:30-31

FEBRUARY 12  ⊲  NEHEMIAH 3:3-14
WORK BEGINS - OPPOSITION COMES

Pray for the Lord to give us the courage to stand 
in the face of opposition as we begin this work. 
That He will remove any doubts that creep in 
and give you the confidence to walk boldly 		
in faith.

Daily Scripture Readings:
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WEEKLY SERMON GUIDE
FEBRUARY 5, 2023
⊲  TITLE: A Vision to Seize
⊲  SCRIPTURE: Nehemiah 2

JANUARY 29, 2023 
⊲  TITLE: We Must Do Something
⊲  SCRIPTURE: Nehemiah 1

NOTES:
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FEBRUARY 19, 2023 
⊲  TITLE: Perseverance and Personal Sacrifice
⊲  SCRIPTURE: Nehemiah 4:15 - 5:19

FEBRUARY 12, 2023 
⊲  TITLE: Work Begins - Opposition Comes
⊲  SCRIPTURE: Nehemiah 3:4-14

NOTES:

	
	
		
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

NOTES:

	
	
		
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	



42

FEBRUARY 26, 2023
⊲  TITLE: Building Lives that Build Walls in the Face of Danger
⊲  SCRIPTURE: Nehemiah 6 & 7

NOTES:
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JANUARY 29, 2023 ARISE! SERIES BEGINS

FEBRUARY 5, 2023 ARISE! SERIES MESSAGE 2

FEBRUARY 12, 2023 ARISE! SERIES MESSAGE 3

FEBRUARY 19, 2023 ARISE! SERIES MESSAGE 4

FEBRUARY 26, 2023 ARISE! SERIES MESSAGE 5
Commitment Sunday!

MARCH 19, 2023 CELEBRATION SUNDAY! Come and rejoice 
in all that God has done in the hearts of TJC.

APRIL 7-9, 2023 WEEKEND OF HOPE

IMPORTANT EVENTS
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