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How to use this Guide

Introduction

As I think about how to share the importance of discipleship in the home with you, I am reminded 
of the moment when that first became a conviction of my own. I was in a season of growth and I 
had been binge listening to sermons on all of the deepest doctrines that I could get a hold of. I 
thought that I was beyond the simple, everyday life stuff. I didn’t want to listen to something as 
“trivial” as how to honor God in your marriage or finances or anything like that. I remember 
scrolling through John MacArthur sermons and seeing one with a thought provoking title. I don’t 
remember that particular title, but what I do remember is how the Lord pulled a bait and switch on 
me. Five minutes into it I realized that it was a sermon about discipling your family. As many 
years ago as that was, I still think back to two particular quotes from that sermon that humbled 
me out of some pride and changed my view on this forever. First, he said something to the effect 
of, “the most important disciples the Lord will ever give you are living under your roof.” And 
second, “The Christian home should look like an outpost of the Kingdom of God.” Now, I have not 
mastered this by any means. But as we all know, change starts with conviction.

It is my prayer that you will grow in this conviction as well. The very first command given in 
scripture is to “be fruitful and multiply.” From the rest of scripture, in places like Deuteronomy 6, 
Psalm 127 and Ephesians 6:4, we see that this command means more than just “have babies.” 
God expects believers who are blessed with children to be a part of that mission to fill the earth 
with godly offspring. This is where those MacArthur quotes come in. Just because each person 
has to make their own decision to follow Christ, and kids can’t ride to Heaven on the faith of their 
parents, that does not absolve us of the responsibility to plant them in the soil of the Gospel. 
That’s where we, the church, come in. Parents are given this massive task, but they are not given 
it to walk alone. We often treat child discipleship like it is the job of the teachers in the classroom 
at church. This could not be more backward. Child discipleship is primarily the job of parents. The 
church is to come alongside those parents to equip, educate and encourage. This is the purpose 
of the booklet. We hope to use this booklet as the first of many resources providing families the 
teaching they need to fulfill the Great Commission in their homes.

How this works

Following this Introduction is an overview of the layout and vision for the curriculum that we will 
be using in the classrooms. This guide book follows that same layout and vision. We hope that 
you will spend a few minutes each week reading the lesson for that particular week. In doing so, 
you will be learning at an adult level what your kids are being taught in class. We want to give 
you this resource to help equip you to be the primary disciple-maker in your home. The idea is 
that what you learn here and what they learn in class will work together to foster organic 
conversations about the Scriptures in your home. But of course this will work just as well as 
anything ever does. The more you put into it, the more you will get out of it. We are here for you. 
We are praying for you.



Curriculum

We believe that our kids need to be taught:

1) That the Bible stories they’ve heard so many times before are all part of one big story that 
centers on Jesus and that we need to show them Jesus in all of these stories. (Luke 24:27)

2) That “what comes to mind when we think about God is the most important thing about us.” - 
A.W. Tozer. And as such, we believe that kids need more than teachings about what God has 
done, but also who God is. (John 17:3)

3) That the good news of the Gospel is far deeper and richer than a tack- on to the end of a 
lesson, and that this depth and richness is not just accessible to kids, but is designed by God for 
kids. (Matthew 11:25)

4) That our brothers and sisters in Christ, throughout the ages have wrestled with and answered 
tough questions about the faith. Those answers have become the core doctrines of Christianity 
and they need to be passed on to our children to help them know and defend their faith. (Jude 
3)

Using these core convictions, we have developed a curriculum that is structured around four 
topics that will be taught as four “seasons” of the year.

HIStory - We will take the kids through key milestones in the biblical narrative chronologically. 
We will show them how each story relates to all the others and how, ultimately, they all point to 
Jesus.

God - We will take them on a journey through the attributes of God, showing them what it 
means to say that He is holy or that He is love, etc. We will teach them how to see the God that 
they can know in the pages of scripture.

Good News - This season will dive deep into the core elements of the Gospel message. They 
will learn about man, his condition and what God has done for them in Christ.

Foundations - In this season we will give them an overview of core Christian doctrines such as, 
the Bible, the Trinity, Baptism, etc. We will teach them to know what they believe and to believe 
what they know. 

Structure

The material will be broken down as follows. There will be four seasons: HIStory, God, Good 
News, and Foundations. Those four seasons will be broken down into units and the units into 
individual lessons. During each season, the lesson will be focused on that particular element of 
the curriculum. However, the other three elements will still be present in every lesson. Once the 
“HIStory” season is finished, we will move into the “God” season. The structure will remain the 
same, but now the particular attribute of God being studied will be the focus of the lesson and 
an element of HIStory will be secondary. What we love about this is that much of the content will 
be repeated and layered. They’ll get a big focus on creation in the HIStory season, but they’ll 
also get a short reinforcement of that same lesson in another season.

We are here for you

We appreciate your labor in the Lord. As many have said, “whoever wants this generation the 
most will have them.” Let’s continue striving to show Jesus as incomparably glorious to this 
generation!

Special Thanks to Ashley Page for the artwork in this devo!



Week of MARCH 5th

Read Exodus 3:1-17

When was the last time that you learned how to do something new? Chances are, 
that while you were learning that thing you came across tools or processes that you 
had never heard of before. Things that were foreign to you. When we try to 
conceptualize something unfamiliar, we always start with the familiar and then 
work our way up to the idea of the new thing. One example that I used for the 
teachers is an allen wrench. Imagine describing an allen wrench to someone who 
had never heard of one. You might say that it is small and L-Shaped and that it 
functions more like a screwdriver than a wrench; that you stick it in a bolt and turn 
to tighten things or assemble things. You start with the familiar to get to the 
unfamiliar. This is how our brains work with all kinds of things. What does this have 
to do with the holiness of God? Everything actually. We often think of God’s holiness 
as His absolute purity - and it is that, but it is also much more. Some theologians 
have described God’s holiness as His total “otherness.” You can’t describe God 
without showing how much better He is than everything else. Many times in 
scripture the Lord reminds us that He is not like us. Everything that you can think of, 
compared to God, will be “lesser than.” Or put another way, God’s holiness is His total 
set-apartness from all other things because of His greatness. Nothing is as pure, as 
strong, as wise, as just, and on and on you could go. When we say “God is holy” we 
are saying many things at once, but mostly we are saying that there is none like 
Him!

“Holiness in angels and saints is but a quality, but in God 
it is His essence.” Thomas Brooks

Passages
Exodus 3:1-17
1 Peter 2:9
Habakkuk 1:13

God is holy

Season 2

Unit 2

Week 1



Who does God show Himself to be?
Our passage today illustrates God’s holiness in His interaction with Moses at 
the burning bush. Imagine what Moses must have been thinking when he 
saw that bush. “How can this be? What is this? I’ve never seen anything like 
this…” These are all appropriate reactions to God’s holiness. During this time 
in redemptive history God is using Moses to reveal his holiness to both the 
Israelites and the Egyptians - Israel in their salvation and Egypt in their 
judgement. Also see Isaiah 6 for another great picture of the holiness of 
God on display.

God reveals Himself in different ways to different people throughout 
the Bible. Why do you think He chose this particular way of revealing 
Himself to Moses?

Where is the Good News in this passage?
The perfection of God, in his holiness, can be a beautiful and terrifying 
thing. In the presence of such holiness, mere mortals tremble partly 
because of the greatness, and power, and majesty of God, but also because 
we recognize that His moral perfection will destroy us if He doesn’t do 
something. Praise God He has done something. In Christ, He has made us 
clean and qualified us to come before His holy throne.

Read 1 Peter 2:9 and Habakkuk 1:13

Catechizing our hearts and minds

Q. What is God? 
A. God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable, in His being, wisdom, 
power, holiness, justice, goodness and truth.

* For younger kids, spreading the catechism across several weeks may be more effective.

Weekly Key Verse: 
“There is no one holy like the Lord, 
indeed, there is no one besides You, 
nor is there any rock like our God.”
1 Samuel 2:2

Keys for the kids

● God is holy.
● There is nothing like Him.
● He counts us as holy through 

Jesus’ sacrifice.

Praying for Our Partners 
Matt, Janine, & Family | Central Asia | Spring 2023 

Matt and Janine serve in Central Asia along with their 
four children! They work in a Muslim country with their 
main focus to welcome and show the love of Jesus with 
their neighbors. 

Fun Fact: Matt and Janine have already been working 
in cross-cultural ministry. They welcome international 
students at Cumberland University through meals, 
friendship, and sharing the truth about Jesus. 

Prayer

Praise: Give thanks to God for providing a place to live! 
They were able to find an apartment when there were 
no other homes in their city. 



Week of MARCH 12th

Read Genesis 18:22-23    

We have discussed the justice of God several times throughout these guides, but we 
need to be reminded of this constantly. The world, particularly the western world, 
has no shortage of false conceptions of the character of God. One of His attributes 
that is almost always presented wrongly, or left out all together in these false views, 
is His justice. On one side, we minimize the need for God’s justice and just sprinkle 
soft and fluffy grace on everything. We forget that, as R.C. Sproul once said, “sin is 
cosmic treason.” Whether we like it or not, God, in His justice, will punish all sin. 
Every last bit. The comfort of the believer is not that his sins won’t be judged but 
that they have already been judged in the death of Christ! God does not violate His 
justice for mercy’s sake. In mercy, He diverts His justice to another in our place. On 
the other hand, we may have a view of God’s justice absent of grace. When this 
happens we often become hyper critical of others because we believe that God is 
that way of us. Both are equally wrong and both are an affront to the justice of God. 
The one who believes that God does not judge sin makes Him wicked like us. The 
one who believes that God will punish those who have already been forgiven makes 
God out to be a tyrant who goes back on His own word. The solution is found in the 
meeting of His justice and mercy at the cross.

“God is not unjust. No one will be condemned for not 
believing a message they have never heard. Those who 
have never heard the gospel will be judged by their 
failure to own up to the light of God's grace and power in 
nature and in their own conscience.”  John Piper

Passages
Genesis 18:22-23

Romans 3:26

Jeremiah 9:24

God is just

Season 2

Unit 2

Week 2



Who does God show Himself to be?
Today’s passage records an exchange between Abraham and the Lord prior to the 
destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah. Note how Abraham appeals to the justice of God, 
note the Lord’s patience with Abraham’s inquiry, and lastly how the event turns out. 
This is a significant event in the scope of redemptive history. The judgement of Sodom 
and Gomorrah is mentioned many times in the Bible. We see it in the Prophets, Gospels 
and Epistles as an example of God’s justice.

Where is the Good News in this passage?
It is the justice of God which should motivate us to share the Good News of the Gospel 
with others. Look around you today, at home, at work, at the store - Every one of those 
people will face all of eternity in one of two places. The justice of God will judge every 
one of their sins. Those sins were either applied to Christ or they will answer for 
themselves on that great and terrible day.

“God in his infinite mercy has devised a way by which justice can be satisfied, and yet 
mercy can be triumphant. Jesus Christ, the only begotten of the Father, took upon 
himself the form of man, and offered unto Divine Justice that which was accepted as 
an equivalent for the punishment due to all his people.”  Charles Spurgeon

Read Romans 3:26

Catechizing our hearts and minds

Q: What is sin?
A: Sin is rejecting or ignoring God in the world he created, not being or doing what he 
requires in his law.
* For younger kids, spreading the catechism across several weeks may be more effective.

Keys for the kids
● God is just.
● He will make all things right.
● By faith in Jesus we don’t have 

to fear God’s justice.

Weekly Key Verse: 

“Shall not the Judge of all the earth do 
what is just?” 
Genesis 18:25c

Prayer
Love & Open Doors: The country has been damaged by 
natural disasters, such as earthquakes and thunderstorms. 
Pray that the Lord would use this to show the people that 
Jesus is our comfort in the midst of storms. Pray for the 
family as they show others the love of Jesus. 

Praying for Our Partners 
Matt, Janine, & Family | Central Asia | Spring 2023 

Matt and Janine serve in Central Asia along with their 
four children! They work in a Muslim country with their 
main focus to welcome and show the love of Jesus with 
their neighbors. 

Fun Fact: Matt and Janine have already been working 
in cross-cultural ministry. They welcome international 
students at Cumberland University through meals, 
friendship, and sharing the truth about Jesus. 



Week of MARCH 19th 

Read Psalm 139, John 1:43-51 & Jeremiah 23:23-24

My son used to be deathly afraid of the dark. He still is to an extent, but 
not nearly as much as he once was. What is interesting though is that 
when he finds himself in a dark place, it is not just the turning on of the 
light that removes his fears. In fact, the fears are easily removed even 
with the lights off by just one change in the situation. Me. It can be just 
as dark, but my presence changes everything. Why is that? Because I’m 
bigger? Stronger? Because I can protect him? All of these things, yes, but 
really because he trusts me. He trusts that anything that happens to him 
has to come through me first. That anything that I am able to do, he is 
able to do if he is with me. He trusts that I have his best interest in mind. 
This is what God’s omnipresence should do for us. Omni means all. This is 
the doctrine of God’s all-presence. He is always with us; not only at all 
times but also in all places. It is a regular occurrence in scripture that God 
encourages someone He has called to do a great work by simply saying “I 
will be with you.” He expects this to be enough, because it is enough.

“An infinite God can give all of Himself to each of His 
children. He does not distribute Himself that each may 
have a part, but to each one He gives all of Himself as fully 
as if there were no others.”  A.W. Tozer

Passages
Psalm 139
John 1:43-51
Jeremiah 23:23-24
Isaiah 43:2

God is present everywhere

Season 1
Unit 2
Week 3



Who does God show Himself to be?
This Psalm was written about 1000 years before Christ was born. It is likely 
that David wrote it when he became king of Israel. David, the greatest king, 
not only of Israel but of all the known world at the time, displays incredible 
humility and vulnerability in this Psalm. His relationship with the Lord is one 
of intimate, personal friendship and reverence. God’s nearness was a source 
of comfort and joy to David. God is just as close and present to you today as 
He was to him. Let’s challenge ourselves to seek an awareness of His 
presence today. James 4:8 says that if we draw near to Him, He will draw 
near to us.

Where is the Good News in this passage?
He is here. The holy, just Creator of the universe is here with us for every pain, 
every sorrow, every joy, every sin. That last one is a little frightening to think 
about. But the Good News of the Gospel is that, in Christ, when we sin we 
are no longer criminals before a judge, but sons and daughters before a 
Father who is teaching us a new way to live. Take comfort in knowing that 
through faith in Christ you can have this intimate, vulnerable, reverent 
relationship with God and that He is with you always.

Read Isaiah 43:2

Catechizing our hearts and minds
Q. What does it mean that God is omnipresent?
A. God is everywhere all at once. He is the Creator and not part of the 
creation; yet He fills all creation with His presence.
* For younger kids, spreading the catechism across several weeks may be more 
effective.

Keys for the kids
● God is present everywhere.
● God is separate from His 

creation.
● We are never alone.

Weekly Key Verse: 

“God is our refuge and strength, a 
very present help in trouble.” 
Psalm 46:1

Prayer

Language: The entire family will be learning the local 
language for the next two years. Pray that God would 
make learning easy for them. 

Praying for Our Partners 
Matt, Janine, & Family | Central Asia | Spring 2023 

Matt and Janine serve in Central Asia along with their 
four children! They work in a Muslim country with their 
main focus to welcome and show the love of Jesus with 
their neighbors. 

Fun Fact: Matt and Janine have already been working 
in cross-cultural ministry. They welcome international 
students at Cumberland University through meals, 
friendship, and sharing the truth about Jesus. 



Week of MARCH 26th

Read John 1:1-19
The book of Genesis and the Gospel of John have striking similarities in 
their opening chapters. In the beginning, God. In the beginning was the 
Word, the Word was with God and the Word was God. God spoke His 
Word and the world came to be. It is hard for us to imagine existence 
before this universe. There was existence though. God existed in the three 
persons of the Trinity. Sometimes we think of eternity as a really long 
time, but really, eternity is the absence of time. That is enough to make 
your brain hurt. But let’s keep pushing through this. God had no 
beginning and He will have no end. He always was, is and will be. When 
Jesus told the religious leaders, “Before Abraham was, I am” he was not 
struggling with grammar. He was identifying Himself as Yahweh, the God 
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of the burning bush. He was 
testifying to His preexistence. The Bible says that God has hidden eternity 
in our hearts. Even though we can’t quite wrap our minds around the 
idea, we still recognize what it is. Our great God is not limited by time. He 
is God always and forever in the past, present and future because they are 
all accessible to Him at once.

“Time has no meaning for Him, save in connection 
with the creatures that He has made. He created time 
when He created finite creatures. He Himself is 
beyond time… To God Himself all things are equally 
present. There is no such thing as “before” or “after” 
to Him.”  Gresham Machen

Passages
John 1:1-19

Psalm 90:2

Jeremiah 31:3

God is eternal

Season 1
Unit 2
Week 4



Who does God show Himself to be?
A theme of John’s Gospel is the deity of Christ. He illustrates this by 
highlighting the preexistence of Christ. John is the last of the Gospels to be 
written and he wants his disciples, and us, to know that the eternal nature of 
the Father is shared with the Son. If you’ve never read the Gospel of John, I 
would encourage you to do so. In its pages you will find some of the most 
remarkable statements about Jesus. 

We know that the Bible was inspired by God and written by men. In their 
writings their personalities and styles of writing were retained. In John’s 
Gospel you can see this; you can sense the deep love that John has for Jesus.

Read Psalm 90:2

Where is the Good News in this passage?
“Before the foundation of the world.”  This is such a comforting phrase every 
time it appears in scripture. He loved us, called us and decided to save us 
before the foundation of the world. Jesus was never plan B. It was the Father’s 
good pleasure to work all of this according to the counsel of His own will. This 
is truly Good News for us, if for no other reason than this - His plans are not 
dependent on us. They are eternal. Praise God!

Read Jeremiah 31:3

Catechizing our hearts and minds
Q. What do we mean when we say that God is eternal?
A. When we say that God is eternal, we mean that He had no beginning and 
He will have no end. He always was, is and will be.
* For younger kids, spreading the catechism across several weeks may be more effective.

Keys for the kids
● God is eternal.
● God had no beginning and 

will have no end.
● When God saves, He saves 

eternally.

Weekly Key Verse: 

“Before the mountains were 
brought forth, or ever you had 
formed the earth and the world, 
from everlasting to everlasting you 
are God.” Psalm 90:2

Prayer

Kids: Pray for their kids in their new school. Pray God 
would bring them a lot of friends so Matt and Janine 
can meet their parents and share the hope of Jesus 
with them!

Praying for Our Partners 
Matt, Janine, & Family | Central Asia | Spring 2023 

Matt and Janine serve in Central Asia along with their 
four children! They work in a Muslim country with their 
main focus to welcome and show the love of Jesus with 
their neighbors. 

Fun Fact: Matt and Janine have already been working 
in cross-cultural ministry. They welcome international 
students at Cumberland University through meals, 
friendship, and sharing the truth about Jesus. 



“But let him who boasts boast in 
this, that he understands and knows 
me”  Jeremiah 9:24a


