GROUP LEADER GUIDE

Reap the Harvest: From Now On

Luke 5:1-11

Announcements:
e February 7- Gather (Women)
e February 14 - 2nd Saturday (Men)
e February 27- Axis Conference (Students)

Check out the TJC Weekend Recap podcast for a more in-depth look at our sermons each week!

The podcast is available on all streaming platforms!

SERMON NOTES

We've been in series to start the year called "Reap The Harvest." We are looking at Jesus' ministry to the lost in
His own day and looking at our call to pursue them in our own day. The helpless and harassed sheep without a
shepherd need Jesus. We need to go in the power of the Spirit and compel people to come in. The Father wants
His house full. We can play a role in that.

We are celebrating 20 years as a church this month, in fact, last week was the technical birthday, but we were
snowed out. This vision of "Reap The Harvest" is what we see as our role in the coming years. We believe there
is an incredible opportunity to reach people and bring them into the fold of God. A part of the future harvest is
not just those not yet reached, but it includes those generations not yet born and those not yet living in our
backyard.

Today I want us to think about this: following Jesus reorients our entire lives. Because we belong to Him, we
may continue as a homemaker, a school teacher, a songwriter, an entrepreneur, or an electrician, but we do so as
a Christian. We do so as those who are "fishers of men" everywhere we go. His story is now mapped over our
story and shapes everything we do.

Scripture Exegesis: Luke 5:1-11
Jesus’ words in Luke 5 do not devalue honest work or encourage functional gnosticism (elevating spiritual and

physical; ministry over . Rather, He gives a particular call to a few men for a unique redemptive role they will
play as His apostles. Nowhere does Jesus undermine the creational goodness of ordinary vocations (he was a
carpenter that learned the trade). So, whether it is net-mending or sermon-preaching, it must be all “for the
Lord” (Col 3:23).

Now, let's watch how this passage unfolds.

vs 1-3 --

Luke captures for us a picture of an eager crowd surrounding Jesus trying to listen to Him as He speaks about
the kingdom of God and as He expounds God's Word. He shows us a scene where the people are nearly
suffocating Jesus in eagerness to hear the Scripture. He is a teacher with authority. They've never heard anything
like Him in their lifetimes.

He was standing by the lake of Gennesaret. That is the Sea of Galilee. It is a real place inhabited by
working-class Jews, not a myth-land. [show a pic] The Sea of Galilee is surrounded by towns and villages. And



it is here that God in the flesh, Jesus, meets people where they actually live and labor. The crowds press on
Him.

He saw two boats lying at the edge of the lake; but the fishermen had gotten out of them and were washing their
nets. Nets were linen, quickly visible to fish in daylight and therefore normally used at night. The fact they are
washing the nets shows the workday is over: they have resigned themselves to a fruitless shift.

And He got into one of the boats, which was Simon’s, and asked him to put out a little way from the land. Jesus
gets in the boat and uses it like a stage as he speaks to the people. It gives Him space and allows him to get
everyone's attention. He sits down to teach, as was the rabbinic posture of authority.

vs 4-7 -

When He had finished speaking, He said to Simon, "Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a
catch." Jesus issues a professional instruction that defies professional logic (night is over, fish can see nets).
Simon answered and said, "Master, we worked hard all night and caught nothing, but I will do as You say and
let down the nets." Other translations say, "but if you say so." Peter gives an honest push-back to Jesus, “We
toiled through exhaustion.” But he doesn't stop there, he goes on to say, “...but at Your word.” Peter's gut tells
him this is probably futile, but he's going to obey. He thinks this will be fruitless, but he's going to do what Jesus
says.

What happens? A great quantity of fish is caught, so large it threatens to break the nets and tip the boat. Btw,
one principle in this that you should not gloss over is that: Jesus does more through His power in our
obedience than we can do by our own strength. Think fish and loaves here. The Lord is able to do more
through less than we can do on our own with more. This is applicable in so many areas of life:

e obeying His commands to in giving and tithing (He can do more with your 90% and bless you further
than you can do on your own with 100%)

e He can do more through your obedience in inviting and witnessing, despite imperfections or questions
you don't know answers to, than waiting on perfect situations and doing nothing

vs 8-11 -

When Simon Peter saw the nets full, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, "Go away from me, Lord, for [ am a
sinful man!" This has echoes of Isaiah 6:5 encounter with holiness that awakens self-dread and recognition of
sinfulness in him.

Everyone is astonished. The men are gripped, recognizing this is no mere teacher. Then Jesus says to them, "Do
not fear; from now on you will be catching men.” When they had brought their boats to land, they left
everything and followed Him. I want you to lock in on that phrase: from now on.

They've had this encounter with Jesus. They recognize He is Lord. He is not just a teacher. He has power and
they've just encountered it. But Jesus looks at them and essentially says, "You think catching fish is fun, you're
now going to catch men." What's fascinating about this is THEY didn't catch the fish at all. They did cast the
nets and drag them in, but Jesus was responsible for the haul. The same will be true for men. They will cast the
net, but Jesus will be responsible for the haul.

"From now on" shows that now they are with Him, their life and their work will always have greater
significance than the thing itself. You can still fish, run businesses, have big families, build houses, run the
manufacturing plant, etc., but you do it all as a part of Jesus' team to catch men. Your life and your work now
have an evangelistic layer on it. It's now bigger than just the thing, though the thing itself matters as a part of the
Cultural Mandate.



1. We "fish for men" with gospel conversations and inviting people to church.
We sow seeds and trust God for what He will do with them. Invite folks. Engage in conversations with people.

STORY: Larry and I were at In-N-Out one evening and waiting inside for our orders. We struck up
conversations with multiple employees as they were walking around. We learned about their stories, where they
were from, the company, etc. In the process, we had a chance to invite them to church. It was easy and natural
to have a conversation. We could do this daily.

A couple of cool stories even just recently. TICer Tara Kimbro prayed with a lady and talked about her faith
with her. Ray Roberts shared the gospel with a guy named Rick. We know that because they shared it on the
TJC App under the Harvest Tracker. We're able to celebrate and join them in praying for these.

2. We engage in "fishing for men' by making sacrifices.

I've consulted and coached churches and pastors for years. One of the things I've seen over and over again is
that it is universally true that most churches want to reach more people in their community and see people come
to Christ. It is also almost universally true that the reason most don't is because they don't want to do anything
that would be inconvenient to what they already do. Everyone wants to be a part of a growing church that's
making an impact in their community, they just don't want to make the sacrifices that come with it. I've said this
for years around here and it is still true: If you want to be a part of a growing church that is making a
difference, you will either have to sacrifice money or convenience, and oftentimes both. Let me explain.

i. We give financially to the work and mission of this church. This church collectively can do more than any
of one of us individually. That's one of the beauties of the local church. Together we accomplish so much. I'm
specifically praying that God would provide us the funds we need to build this Kid's building. It will serve
nearly 500 kids and 150 middle school and high school students. It will serve Imago (our school) and CCA (the
tutorial that meets here weekly). This is a "300,000 oaks" kind of project. Yes, it will serve many of your kids
now, but it will serve your grandkids and your grandkids' kids.

How do we do this? Someone could write us a $2-$2.5M check. Maybe the Lord might prick someone's heart
for that. But rather than waiting for "someone" we can get there quickly if "everyone" just play a small part.
[show graphic] A. Those giving nothing regularly, start giving. B. Those giving randomly, start giving
consistently. C. Those giving a generic amount, start giving an intentional %. D. Those not tithing, start tithing.
E. Those tithing, give a stretch amount beyond.

Jesus said it is better, more blessed, to give than to receive. Do you believe Jesus?

Jesus also said wherever your treasure is, there your heart will be also. That means your heart follows your
money. What you invest in you care about. It's amazing. If you start giving to the work and mission of what God
is doing at TJC, you will find your heart more invested in that mission. If you give toward "reaping the harvest,"
your heart will grow in its desire to reap the harvest. It never works the opposite direction. You don't wait to
care or have a heart for it, before you act. You act, and your heart follows.

ii. We adjust which service we attend or serve at.

We know not only we need to leverage having three services worth of parking, seating, and kid's ministry, but
we may have to add additional services in the future. We may need a Thursday night service or Saturday night
service at some point. Or maybe we add an additional Sunday service. It's not easy or convenient to do this, but
being at 3 services is why some of you are able to be here today, because if we were at 1 or 2, there wouldn't be
room for you or your family. We will keep reaping the harvest as we sacrifice and make room for folks.

Go to 8:30am or 11:30am if possible. Leave 10am to guests coming.



3. We "fish for men" by planting and replanting churches in the days ahead.

Our Build Up and Send Out initiative will continue. As the Lord opens opportunity, we are proactively looking
for chances to multiply. We will get into more details about those things as they emerge, but we are actively
looking to plant and replant. I'd love to see 20 more replants around Wilson County and other places over the
next 20 years.

Close:

What might God be pleased to do if we live our lives as fishers of men? What could happen in the lives of
others for eternity if we had a "from now on" approach to life? From now on, I'm fishing for men. The impact
you can have goes so far beyond you. The ripple effects are crazy.

Back To The Future is my favorite movie of all-time. Remember when Marty goes back to 1955, Doc Brown
(the 1955 version) warns Marty not to interact with people or talk to anyone in 1955 because, "This could affect
the entire future of the space-time continuum." It's the Butterfly Effect. This action creates this action creates
this action. The same is true of the influence and impact our lives can make far beyond ourselves.

How many of you have ever heard of Henrietta Mears? She was the director of Christian education at First
Presbyterian Church in Hollywood, CA. She believed that one of the greatest catalysts for life change was
getting students away on retreats. The Lord provided this unbelievable property in a miraculous way in the
mountains. Over the course of decades this became a place where thousands of lives were impacted by the Lord.
Let me ask a question: is there anyone here who came to faith from a Billy Graham sermon or crusade (millions
have)? Has anyone ever been impacted by Cru ministries under Bill Bright or Young Life started by Jim
Rayburn? Well, millions and millions have. And those three men: Billy Graham, Bill Bright, and Jim Rayburn
all trace the start of their ministries to the retreat camp of Henrietta Mears.

The Lord can do exponentially more through a heart and life submitted than any of us could alone. Several
weeks ago we shared the story of how Lamar Quezaire came to faith and came to TJC through the invitation
and persistence of his friend, Nick Sasfy. Opportunities to see the Lord's hand at work in people's lives is a
powerful thing, let me give you another example today.

**Video of Anthony Gray / Lamar

Henrietta Mears, Nick Sasfy, not names the world may know, but eternity does. Lamar Quezaire. Lamar came to
faith and started living a "from now on" life. And all of us can do that. That is how the harvest is reaped. The
harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. If we would get engaged, the Lord might be pleased to blow our
minds and do more than we could ever imagine.

I can tell you this: playing small doesn't serve our city or the people around us. Playing it safe doesn't reach

more people and show Jesus as incomparably glorious. So let's run hard after it in 2026. This is our 20th year as
a church, let's strive to make it the most incredible year of the story.

PRAY

LOOK BACK



e How was your week? What is one thing you’re grateful for and one thing that challenged you?
e How did you grow in obedience to Christ over the last week?
e Where did you go to share the gospel or have a spiritual conversation with someone?
e What s a sin you have been struggling with that you need to repent of?
LOOK UP
e DISCUSS

1: Following Jesus Reorients Everything — Read: Luke 5:1-3 Jesus teaches the crowd while standing
in a fisherman’s boat, right in the middle of ordinary work.

Question: What does this passage teach us about where Jesus meets people and how He uses
ordinary spaces and vocations for His purposes?

Leader Note: Emphasize that Jesus does not pull people out of real life to use them—He steps into
real life. Help the group see that vocation is not an obstacle to mission but a platform for it.

2: Obedience Before Understanding — Read: Luke 5:4-5 Peter obeys Jesus even when the command
contradicts his professional experience.

Question: Why is obedience often required before clarity or confidence, and where might God be
asking you to obey Him right now without full understanding? Can anyone share a time when
obedience didn’t make sense in the moment, but God revealed the “why” later?

Leader Note: This question presses on trust. Obedience is often the pathway God uses to reveal His
power and purposes.

3: God’s Power Through Our Obedience — Read: Luke 5:6-7. The overwhelming catch comes only
after obedience.

Question: Similarly, how does this scene challenge the belief that results depend mainly on our effort,
skill, or strategy?

Leader Note: Guard against passivity. God supplies the power, but He works through obedient action,
not inaction.



4: Sacrifice and the Mission — Read: Luke 14:26-27. Following Jesus requires costly allegiance.

Question: Why is sacrifice unavoidable in a growing, mission-focused church, and what sacrifices
might God be calling you to make for the sake of others? Have you experienced a local church setting
where the lack of sacrifice prevented kingdom advancement?

Leader Note: Keep this from becoming abstract. Sacrifice usually shows up in time, comfort,
preferences, or finances. Also, this is not a time to bash other churches, but honest reflection while still
honoring other bible believing churches.

5: Treasure and the Heart — Read: Matthew 6:21. Treasure=» Heart

Question: How does Jesus’ teaching here help explain why generosity plays such a central role in
advancing the mission of the church? How do we humbly acknowledge the abuse many churches have
experienced regarding finances while also unashamedly understand the weight of giving for the
Kingdom?

Leader Note: Emphasize the order Jesus gives—action often leads the heart, not the other way
around. Also challenge your people to be faithful in giving!

6: Generational Impact — Read: Psalm 145:4; Luke 5:11. Faithful obedience today shapes generations
tomorrow.

Question: How does Scripture encourage us to think beyond immediate results and invest in
faithfulness that may bear fruit long after we are gone? How do we remember this truth: There will be
people we never know personally who will be impacted by Christ because of the disciples we have
personally invested in?

Leader Note: Tie this to the 20-year celebration. Faithfulness is measured by obedience, not visibility
or immediate outcomes.



LOOK AHEAD

e BUILD UP | SEND OUT
o How are you making yourself known at church this week?
o How are you growing to know Christ better this week?
o How are you making Christ known this week?
e PRAYER
o Pray over any request from your group members.
o Pray for our team: Larry Davis- Next Gen Pastor/Elder
o Pray for our replanters: Christ’s Fellowship
o Pray for our short-term teams:
|
o Pray for our long-term units on the mission field:
m The Wilsons
m The Grays
m The Browns
o Pray for the unreached. Want to keep up with Unreached People Groups? Download the
Unreached of the Day App https://joshuaproject.net/pray/unreachedoftheday/a


https://joshuaproject.net/pray/unreachedoftheday/app

