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ANNOUNCEMENTS:   
 

●​ November 6- Agape Moms Clothing Swap (Women) 
●​ November 7- Friendsgiving (Women) 
●​ November 8- 2nd Saturday (Men) 
●​ November 23- Child Dedication (Family) 
●​ November 23- TJC Vision Night (Church) 

 
Check out the TJC Weekend Recap podcast for a more in-depth look at our sermons each week! 

The podcast is available on all streaming platforms!  

 
SERMON NOTES  

Intro: 
 
Every person in this room has an answer to these two questions:  

●​ Who am I? 
●​ What will satisfy my deepest longings? 

 
These questions get to the heart of our identity and our worship. We all have a self-perception of who we are? 
The question is not whether we have one, but which we have. It's not whether we think something will give us 
satisfaction, it's what we are looking for.  
 
Today we are looking at the subject of idols and our identity. And we do so by continuing the ongoing saga of 
Abraham's family, the covenant people of God. Abraham has Isaac, Isaac and Rebekah have Esau and Jacob, 
and Jacob is the chosen one. Jacob has just married two sisters and is living at their father's place while he 
works 7 more years after marrying the second daughter.  
 
Exegesis of Genesis 29:31-30:24 
If you’re new to church, this story may sound strange — one man with two wives competing for his love. This 
story isn’t condoning the mess; it’s revealing the mess. The Bible isn’t a book of perfect people but a record of a 
perfect God working through broken ones. 
 
In this text, we see the turbulent story of Jacob’s household, where God’s covenant purposes unfold through 
human longing, rivalry, and pain. Leah begins bearing sons while Rachel remains barren. Leah is unloved 
(29:31), and every child’s name reveals her longing for affection and affirmation from Jacob. 
 

●​ Reuben (“See, a son”) — “Maybe now my husband will love me.” 
●​ Simeon (“Heard”) — “The LORD has heard I am unloved.” 



 
●​ Levi (“Attached”) — “Now my husband will be attached to me.” 
●​ Judah (“Praise”) — “This time I will praise the LORD.” 

 
But by Judah, there’s a subtle shift. She stops naming from a posture of pain and starts worshiping. It’s as if 
Leah momentarily lifts her eyes from Jacob to God. She names him Judah (which means "Praise") and says, 
“This time I will praise the LORD.”  
 
Rachel, desperate for children of her own, gives her maidservant to Jacob to have children as a surrogate, 
beginning a competitive cycle that leads both sisters to use their servants and their own fertility to win status 
and significance. This family becomes a battlefield of envy and manipulation where children become pawns in 
a struggle for worth. 
 
But while this chapter is filled with manipulation and competition, the hand of God is sovereignly guiding it. 
God “opens” and “closes” wombs (29:31; 30:2, 22), demonstrating that blessing and life come not through 
human scheming but through divine grace. From Leah’s pain comes Judah, the ancestor of the Messiah, and the 
tribe in which the kings of Israel will descend. Even Rachel, barren for years, finally conceives only when “God 
remembered Rachel” (30:22). And she gives birth to Joseph, who will be the central figure of Genesis for the 
last 14 chapters of the book (in what is a crucial part of the story of God's building and preservation of this 
covenant people). 
 
Despite the chaos and idolatry in Jacob’s home, God remains faithful to His covenant promises. God’s purposes 
are not thwarted by human sin or rivalry. He weaves His redemptive plan through even the ugliest family 
dysfunction. This is a vivid picture of providence — God’s sovereignty working through (not in spite of) human 
sin. 
 
Idols and Identity 
So we just reviewed what unfolded with this family and how things began to play out between the sisters and 
Jacob. But it is vital that we press in to look at *why* This happened. In the room of all the actions you see are 
two key issues: idolatry and identity.  
 
Now, when I bring up idolatry, you may immediately think of stone or wood statues and people bowing before 
them. That certainly existed in the ancient world, and it still exists in some measure today. But what is present 
in this story, all throughout Scripture, and even our own lives, is idolatry in the heart. Idols of the heart.  
 
Ezekiel 14:3-5 -- 3 “Son of man, these men have taken their idols into their hearts, and set the stumbling 
block of their iniquity before their faces. Should I indeed let myself be consulted by them? 4 Therefore 
speak to them and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: Any one of the house of Israel who takes his 
idols into his heart and sets the stumbling block of his iniquity before his face, and yet comes to the 
prophet, I the Lord will answer him as he comes with the multitude of his idols, 5 that I may lay hold of 
the hearts of the house of Israel, who are all estranged from me through their idols. 
 
Even John the Apostle ends his letter in 1 John with these words: 
 
1 John 5:20-21 -- 20 And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that 
we may know him who is true; and we are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God 
and eternal life. 21 Little children, keep yourselves from idols. 
 
Why does he end his letter to believers about keeping themselves from idols? Because it is a real danger for us. 
It's not just for unbelievers, but for believers.  
 



 
What is an idol? An idol is anything we elevate above God or in place of God for our worship, obedience, and 
affections. Idols are the objects of our misplaced worship. And it's not just bad things that are idols. No, in fact, 
the most dangerous idols are the ones that are good things put in the wrong priority. It's a good thing that 
becomes a bad thing because we make it an ultimate thing. It's when we make gods out of the gifts God 
gives us. It's when we exchange worship for created things over the Creator (as Romans 1 outlines). It's when 
we make secondary things ultimate things. An idol is whatever you look to for your ultimate sense of 
meaning...the thing that, if you lost it, you’d feel like you lost yourself. That's an idol. And we are all guilty of 
doing and we're all at risk of doing it.  
 
Then you couple that with the constant battle we all face over where we find and anchor our identity. Identity is 
where you get your sense of who you are and what makes you valuable. The world tells us to build identity — 
through achievements, appearance, relationships, or success. Leah and Rachel built their identities on being 
loved by Jacob or having children. We do the same when we build ours on success or approval. But God invites 
us to build it on something far better — His love, which doesn’t change. 
 
In a sinless world, we would cling tightly and without trouble to our identity as image bearers of God, made in 
His image and likeness, and we do everything we do in life from that firm foundation. We exist to know, 
worship, and love the Lord with all our heart, mind, and soul. We wouldn't look for other things to sure up our 
identity or try to build up an identity around satisfying the desires of one of the idols of our heart. And as 
Christians who have been adopted, clothed in righteousness, declared forgiven, and given an inheritance, we 
must operate primarily from this position of who we are in Christ. 
 
So you think about different idols of the heart and how that plays out and how not having our identity firmly 
rooted in who we are as creatures made by God and redeemed by Christ.  
 
Idol / Behavior / Underlying identity source 
- Approval / Relationships     
- Needing to be liked, fear of rejection, people-pleasing   
- "I am loved when others affirm me." 
 
- Control  
- Micromanaging life, anxiousness when things go off-plan 
- "I am safe when I'm in charge." 
 
- Success / Achievement 
- Workaholism, constant comparison, burnout 
- "I am valuable when I perform well." 
 
- Comfort / Pleasure  
- Escaping stress with food, entertainment, porn, laziness 
- "I am okay when I feel good." 
 
- Reputation / Image 
- Curating appearances, social media obsession 
- "I am worthy when people admire me."  
 
- Family / Children 
- Living through kids' success, fear of their failure 
- "I am fulfilled when my family thrives." 
 
- Religion / Morality 



 
- Pride in goodness, judgment of others 
- "I am righteous because I'm better than others." 
 
We could keep going. It's key to recognize that every idol is a counterfeit savior offering a counterfeit identity. 
And it's so dangerous. If success defines you, failure will destroy you. If relationships define you, rejection will 
crush you. If comfort defines you, suffering will embitter you. 
 
Close:  
All of us, like Leah and Rachel, look for love and worth in things that can’t be satisfied. The Bible calls that 
idolatry — worshiping created things instead of the Creator. But here’s the good news: Jesus came for idolaters. 
He lived the life of perfect worship that we couldn’t live. He died for our misplaced loves. And when we trust in 
Him, He not only forgives us — He gives us a new heart and a new identity. You don’t have to earn your worth 
anymore — you already have it in Him. 
 
We all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. Each of us are idolators. Each of us have had moments 
where we've broken the first command and had gods before Him. But you see, Jesus doesn't just forgive us of 
our idolatry, He redefines our identity so we no longer look to idols to be for us what only He can be.  
 

●​ In Christ, you are loved — so you don’t need to seek worth in human approval. 
●​ In Christ, you are chosen — so you don’t need to earn significance through achievement. 
●​ In Christ, you are secure — so you don’t need to control every outcome. 
●​ In Christ, you are an heir — so you don’t need to hoard wealth for security. 
●​ In Christ, you are are new creation — so you don’t need to curate an image. 

 
Christ is the only identity that can’t be taken away. Every other source of identity is fragile — it can be lost 
through failure, aging, rejection, or death. But your identity in Christ is stable, eternal, and graciously given, not 
achieved. 
 
If you’re here and you’ve never known that kind of love — the love that doesn’t depend on your performance 
— the message of this story and the message of the gospel is the same: God sees you, God knows you, and 
through Christ, He invites you to find your worth in Him. 
PRAY 

 

 
 
 
 
 

●​ How was your week? What is one thing you’re grateful for and one thing that challenged you? 
●​ How did you grow in obedience to Christ over the last week?  
●​ Where did you go to share the gospel or have a spiritual conversation with someone? 
●​ What is a sin you have been struggling with that you need to repent of?  

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

●​ REVIEW  
○​ Read Genesis 29:31-30:24 and then have someone else in the group read it again, 

preferably from a different translation. 
■​  Also read: 

●​ Ezekiel 14:3-5  
●​ 1 John 5:20-21 

 
 

●​ DISCUSS  
 

1.​ What stands out most to you in the story of Jacob, Leah, and Rachel?​
 How do their struggles reflect deeper issues of identity and desire?​
 

2.​ Leah names her sons based on her longing for Jacob’s love. Which of her statements 
(Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah) resonates most with your own tendencies to seek worth in 
something or someone?​
 

3.​ The text repeatedly says “God opened” or “God closed” wombs.​
 What does this teach us about God’s sovereignty and human striving?​
 

4.​ How does Rachel’s desperation for children mirror the ways we often try to control outcomes to 
feel secure or significant?​
 

5.​ Considering Ezekiel 14:3–5 and 1 John 5:21. What do these passages teach about idols of the 
heart, and why are they dangerous even for believers?​
 

6.​ Looking at the list of modern idols (Approval, Control, Success, Comfort, Reputation, Family, 
Religion):​
 

○​ Which one most subtly competes for your heart?​
 

○​ How have you seen it shape your behavior or emotions this week?​
 

7.​ How does idolatry distort our identity — who we believe we are and where we find our value?​
 



 
8.​ In the closing section, the message contrasted false identities with true identity in Christ:​

 
○​ “In Christ, you are loved… chosen… secure… an heir… new.”​

 Which truth do you need to rest in most deeply right now, and why?​
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

●​ BUILD UP | SEND OUT  
○​ How are you making yourself known at church this week?  
○​ How are you growing to know Christ better this week?  
○​ How are you making Christ known this week?  

●​ PRAYER 
○​ Pray over any request from your group members. 
○​ Pray for our team: Amanda Bayes: Ministry Assistant-Facilities & Administration  
○​ Pray for our replanters: Christ’s Fellowship  
○​ Pray for our short-term teams:  

■​ Central Asia departed September 25, 2025  
■​ Rome Team departing on November 14, 2025  
■​ Nashville Team departing on November 17, 2025  

○​  Pray for our long-term units on the mission field:  
■​ The Wilsons  
■​ The Grays  
■​ The Starks  

○​ Pray for the unreached. Want to keep up with Unreached People Groups? Download the 
Unreached of the Day App https://joshuaproject.net/pray/unreachedoftheday/app 

https://joshuaproject.net/pray/unreachedoftheday/app

