GROUP LEADER GUIDE

Hebrews: By Faith

Hebrews 11:1-10

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
e March 15- Member Meeting @ 5pm
e April 26- Parent Info Meeting for Camp (Kids)

Check out the TJC Weekend Recap podcast for a more in-depth look at our sermons each week!

The podcast is available on all streaming platforms!

SERMON NOTES

Intro:

Every child and adult in the world lives by faith every day. Every time we get in a car in the morning, you
trusted the brakes would work and the steering wheel would turn you as you drove 45 mph around a curve.
When you drove through an intersection, you trusted the other drivers would stop at the red light.

When you got in your car this morning, you trusted the brakes would work. When you drove through an
intersection, you trusted the other drivers would stop at the red light. When you sat down in your chair today,
you trusted it would hold you up. You didn’t test the welds on the frame. You didn’t analyze the bolts. You
simply sat down.

Augustine made this argument when talking about the reliability of the Gospel eye-witness testimony. When
someone objected about not believing the Gospels because they themselves weren't there to witness it,
Augustine pointed out that we receive many things by faith on the witness of others...including the details of our
own birth and parents. Most of us probably didn't get a DNA test to determine if our father and mother were
truly our parents. You simply received their testimony as reliable. You believed by faith.

In fact, the truth is that life would be impossible without faith. Every day we trust things we cannot fully see,
verify, or control. The question is not whether we live by faith. The real question is where we place our faith.

Hebrews 11 answers that question for us. It shows us what real faith is and calls us each to live "by faith."

Scripture Exegesis: Hebrews 11:1-10

The first verse in this passage is the most important verse to understand. The writer of Hebrews gives us the
most descriptive definition of faith in the Bible. After defining faith, he then illustrates it through the lives of
people who demonstrated that faith.

So the first task we have in this new chapter is to understand exactly what faith is. That is what verse 1 gives
us—a twofold definition:

“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.”



If the rest of the chapter shows us faith in action, verse 1 tells us what faith actually is. And it raises an
important question: How do you know if you have faith? What is faith so that you can recognize it in your own
life? Verse 1 answers that question with two statements. Let’s take them one at a time.

Let’s start with the second definition first. “Faith is the conviction (or evidence) of things not seen.” The word
translated “conviction” or “evidence” is rare—it is not used anywhere else in the New Testament. Outside the
New Testament, its normal use refers to proof, argument, or evidence. It refers to something objective about the
world rather than something merely subjective about how we feel. In other words, biblical faith is not a vague
feeling or emotional optimism. It is a kind of spiritual perception of reality. The writer immediately illustrates
this in verse 3: “By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen
was not made out of things that are visible.”

Verse 3 is a concrete example of verse 1. The question is: How do we know that God created the world? None
of us were there. Even if we had been there, we could not have seen the act itself—because the universe was
created by the word of God, and you cannot see the word of God.

So how do we understand that what is visible came from what is invisible? Verse 3 answers: “By faith we
understand.” Faith allows us to perceive something real that our physical eyes cannot see. Faith is, at least in
part, the spiritual seeing of the fingerprints of God on the things He has made. When we look at the world we
see order, beauty, greatness/grandeur, and intricate design. These are the fingerprints of God. But here’s the
important point: everyone looks at the same world, yet not everyone sees the same thing. Some see randomness.
Others see the Creator’s handiwork. Those who see the fingerprints of God have evidence within themselves.

Let me give a simple example. If you asked me, “How do you know there is a restaurant in Panama City Beach
called Salty Sue’s?” I could say, “Because I saw it on Thursday.” My seeing is evidence. In a similar way, faith
is a spiritual seeing. It is the ability to perceive what others overlook. But how does someone come to have that
kind of sight? Scripture tells us the answer: Faith itself is a gift from God.

Ephesians 2:8 -- “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is
the gift of God.”

Philippians 1:29 -- “It has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in
him but also suffer for his sake.”

God awakens faith in the human heart. But that raises another question: If faith is God’s gift, why are we
constantly exhorted in Scripture to live by faith? The answer is that divine sovereignty and human responsibility
work together. God gives the ability to believe, and we exercise that belief. God awakens faith in our hearts, and
then calls us to live out that faith. Both are true at the same time, sustained by grace from beginning to end.

Now let’s look at the first definition. “Faith is the assurance of things hoped for.” Faith gives present certainty to
future promises. The context of faith is a life in which God’s promises are real, but not yet fully experienced.
God’s people live in a world where many of God’s promises are still ahead of us.

We hope for:

* power in weakness

* peace in conflict

* joy in sorrow

* resurrection after death
* the new creation



Faith is the way we lay hold of those promises now. Faith trusts that God is able. The idea is simple: God has
promised something >> It has not yet happened >> Faith treats that promise as certain today. It is "by faith" the
people of God live. The writer reinforces this theme through repetition. The phrase “by faith” appears six times
in these ten verses, with several additional variations. Faith is the central point he is driving home. What marks
the Christian life is a life of faith. And notice how human this faith is.

By faith Abel...

By faith Enoch...
By faith Noah...

By faith Abraham...

When it comes to our lives, we want it to be said of us:

By faith John stepped out and started that new business

By faith Jennifer volunteered to help disciple kids at church

By faith Ed shared his faith with his co-worker that he knew wasn't a believer

By faith Kristen started a Bible study for other moms

By faith the Smiths persevered through their miscarriage

By faith Will and Keisha chose marriage and obedience instead of following worldly approaches

Hebrews 11 is filled with real people with real lives, just like us. Faith is not an abstract concept. It is a human
action. And faith always produces fruit. By faith Abel offered an acceptable sacrifice. Enoch walked with God.
Noah built an ark before he had ever seen rain. Abraham left his homeland and went somewhere he had never
seen. Faith is not a vibe or a mood. It shows up in how we live. Faith is believing God’s Word so deeply that we
act on it. Faith is the way we lay hold of heavenly realities while still living on earth.

And notice something important: faith does not create the things we hope for. Some false teachers today
wrongly claim that faith has creative power to manifest things into being. That is not what Hebrews teaches.
God gives forgiveness, peace, and spiritual provision. God promises a city with foundations whose architect and
builder is God (Hebrews 11:10). Faith is the conviction that these promises are true and worth living for.

Let me address why this manifesting theology emerges. And there is a healthy thing for us to see in the Gospels.
Jesus repeatedly marvels at or praises faith:

Matthew 8:10 — “Truly, I tell you, with no one in Israel have I found such faith.”
Matthew 9:22 — “Your faith has made you well.”

Matthew 15:28 — “O woman, great is your faith!”

Luke 7:50 — “Your faith has saved you.”

The common thread is not that faith has power in itself, but that faith recognizes Jesus for who He is. Jesus
commends faith because faith honors Him. Faith says, “You are the Lord. You are able. Your word is
trustworthy.” And nothing pleases Christ more than being trusted. Faith glorifies God because it takes Him at
His word.

The error of "manifesting" theology is that it puts power in faith itself. Biblical teaching puts power in God.
Faith is not powerful because faith itself has power. Faith is powerful because it lays hold of the One who has
all power. Faith is not the engine of the miracle; faith is the hand that receives the miracle. This keeps the
agency with God, not with us.



When Jesus praises faith in the Gospels, He is praising trust in His character, not positive thinking. The
centurion (Matthew 8) believed Jesus had authority. “Only say the word, and my servant will be healed.” Jesus
praises that faith because it recognized who He really was. The woman with the bleeding (Matthew 9) believed
Jesus had the power to heal. Jesus responds: “Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you well.” Her faith did
not heal her. Jesus healed her. Her faith brought her to Him. The Canaanite Woman (Matthew 15) believed Jesus
was merciful enough to help even outsiders. Jesus praises her faith because she trusted His mercy.

"Manifesting" theology treats faith as a way to control outcomes. Biblical faith is dependence on God regardless
of the outcome. False faith says, “If [ believe hard enough, I can make this happen.” Biblical faith says, “I trust
God whether He gives or withholds.” Think of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego (Daniel 3:17-18) or Job
(“Though he slay me, I will hope in him.”). Faith is not confidence in outcomes. Faith is confidence in God.

This is why we see in the Hebrews passage: “Without faith it is impossible to please God.” We are actually
going to spend three weeks after Easter studying what it means to please God in a series from 1 Thessalonians
4. But we are getting a head start today with the first principle. Without faith, it is impossible to please Him.
Why?

The text highlights two core convictions: First, God is. He alone is the living Creator and Judge. Second, God
rewards. He graciously blesses those who seek Him.

Faith is confident trust in who God has revealed Himself to be and in His promise-keeping character. Let me
give five reasons why faith is necessary to please God.

1. Faith unites us to Christ

Salvation comes “by grace through faith” (Ephesians 2:8). Until we are united to Christ by faith, our nature is
hostile to God (Romans 8:7-8), and we remain under judgment (Ephesians 2:3). Faith is the instrument by
which we are joined to Christ.

2. Faith confesses God’s worth
Trusting someone declares that they are trustworthy. When we live by faith, we are saying with our lives that
God’s word is reliable and His character is worthy of trust. Faith is a declaration of God’s worth.

3. Faith surrenders control
Faith is the renouncing of self-dependence. It is admitting that we are not the ultimate authority in our lives and
submitting to Christ as Lord.

4. Faith is the root of obedience

All true obedience grows out of trust. We obey God because we trust His wisdom and goodness. Jesus says in
John 15:5 that those who abide in Him bear fruit. And Paul says in Romans 14:23:

“Whatever does not proceed from faith is sin.”

5. Faith prepares us for reward
The ultimate reward of faith is God Himself. We receive fellowship with Him now. And one day we will live
forever in the city whose architect and builder is God.

Close:

The question every one of us should ask is very simple: Do I actually live by faith? Not just believing that God
exists. But trusting Him. Trusting His word. Trusting His promises. Trusting His wisdom when life doesn’t
make sense. Trusting His goodness when suffering comes. That is what marked the people in Hebrews 11.



They were not superheroes. They were ordinary people who chose to trust God. By faith Abel worshiped. By
faith Enoch walked with God. By faith Noah built an ark when no one else believed. By faith Abraham left
everything familiar and followed God into the unknown. And when the writer of Hebrews looks back on their
lives, he doesn’t highlight their intelligence, their education, or their influence. He highlights their faith.

And the implication is this: The same thing could be said of us. One day someone could tell the story of your
life and say,

By faith she trusted God in suffering.

By faith he obeyed when it was costly.

By faith they raised their children to know the Lord.

By faith they endured hardship without losing hope.

By faith they followed Christ when the world went another direction.

And here is the beautiful thing. Faith does not mean you see everything clearly. Faith means you trust the One
who does. Faith means that even when the promises are not yet visible, you know they are certain because God
has spoken. And the writer of Hebrews ends this section by reminding us what Abraham was ultimately looking
for. “He was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God.” (Hebrews
11:10)

That is where faith is pointing. A better country. A better city. A kingdom that cannot be shaken. And
ultimately, a better Savior. Because the greatest example of faith in the book of Hebrews is not Abel, or Noah,
or Abraham. It is Jesus Himself. Hebrews 12 will say: “Looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our
faith.” He is the one who trusted the Father perfectly. He is the one who endured the cross. He is the one who
secured every promise of God for us. So the call today is simple. Trust Him. Trust His word. Trust His
promises. And live a life that could one day be summarized in the same way as the saints of old: By faith.

PRAY

PRAY

How was your week? What is one thing you’re grateful for and one thing that challenged you?
How did you grow in obedience to Christ over the last week?
Where did you go to share the gospel or have a spiritual conversation with someone?

What is a sin you have been struggling with that you need to repent of?



LOOK UP

e DISCUSS

1: What Is Faith? Read: Hebrews 11:1. The assurance of things hoped for and the conviction of things
not seen.

Question: According to this verse, what is biblical faith? How is it different from wishful thinking, blind
optimism, or vague spiritual feelings?

Leader Note: Emphasize that biblical faith is not irrational belief. It is confidence rooted in God’s
character and promises. Faith is not the absence of evidence but a spiritual perception of what God
has revealed.

2: Seeing the Invisible. Read: Hebrews 11:3. By faith we understand that the universe was created by
the word of God.

Question: Why does the author say we understand creation “by faith”? How does faith enable us to
see God'’s fingerprints in the world around us?

Leader Note: The point is not that faith ignores evidence but that faith interprets reality rightly. Faith
recognizes design, order, and purpose as signs of the Creator.

3: Faith That Acts. Read: Hebrews 11:4-7. Abel offered a sacrifice, Enoch walked with God, and Noah
built an ark.

Question: What do these examples teach us about the relationship between faith and action? Why
does genuine faith always produce obedience?

Leader Note: Faith is never merely intellectual agreement. In Hebrews 11, faith always results in action.
It moves people to obey God even when the outcome is uncertain.

4: Trusting God in the Unknown. Read: Hebrews 11:8. By faith Abraham obeyed to go to an unknown
land.



Question: Why would leaving everything familiar require faith? Where might God be asking you to trust
Him even when you cannot see the full path ahead? Share a relevant story from your past where the
Lord called you to trust Him in the unknown.

Leader Note: Highlight the uncertainty Abraham faced. Faith often means obedience before clarity.

5: Faith vs. Manifesting. Read: Hebrews 11:1; Daniel 3:17-18. Biblical faith trusts God regardless of the
outcome.

Question: How is biblical faith different from the popular idea that faith can “manifest” or create the
outcomes we want?

Leader Note: Faith does not control God. Faith trusts God. The power is not in faith itself but in the
God faith rests in.

6: Faith in Hard Seasons. The people in this passage trusted God even when the promises were not
yet visible.

Question: Why is faith especially important during seasons of suffering or waiting?

Leader Note: Encourage honesty about struggle. Faith does not remove difficulty but anchors
believers during difficulty.

7: A Life Described “By Faith” The writer repeatedly says “by faith” when describing the lives of God’s
people.

Question: If someone were to summarize your life one day, what would it look like for them to say “By
faith...” about you? What do you need to remove or add to your life for this to be true for you?

Leader Note: End with reflection and encouragement. Faith shows up in ordinary obedience—trusting
God in work, family, suffering, and decisions. Encourage the group to think practically about where
faith is needed this week.

LOOK AHEAD



e BUILD UP | SEND OUT

o

o

o

How are you making yourself known at church this week?
How are you growing to know Christ better this week?
How are you making Christ known this week?

e PRAYER

o

o
o
o

Pray over any request from your group members.
Pray for our team: Hunter Christian- Director Young Adult Ministry
Pray for our replanters: Christ’s Fellowship
Pray for our short-term teams:
|
Pray for our long-term units on the mission field:
m The Wilsons
m The Grays
m The Browns
Pray for the unreached. Want to keep up with Unreached People Groups? Download the

Unreached of the Day App https://joshuaproject.net/pray/unreachedoftheday/app


https://joshuaproject.net/pray/unreachedoftheday/app

