GROUP LEADER GUIDE

Hebrews: On Our Behalf

Hebrews 9:23-28

Announcements:
e February 27 - Axis Conference (Students)
e February 28 - Serve Saturday

Check out the TJC Weekend Recap podcast for a more in-depth look at our sermons each week!

The podcast is available on all streaming platforms!

SERMON NOTES

INTRODUCTION

We are back in the book of Hebrews for a season. It is one of the richest, theologically dense books in the entire
Bible. It is chalked full of theology and ideas for helping us understand the work of Christ on behalf of sinners.

STORY: William Scott was born and raised on a small farm in Groton, Vermont. In 1861, he enlisted in the
Union Army and fought in the Civil War. He was sent down to Washington DC as a part of a group assigned to
defend the Capitol. His unit was assigned to guard the Chain Bridge, a bridge that goes across the Potomac
River which separates DC and Virginia (which at the time was a Confederate state and home of the most
powerful fighting force in the Confederate Army - the Army of Northern Virginia, led by Robert E. Lee). Scott
volunteered to do 2 shifts of guard duty on back-to-back nights because he had a friend who was sick. He ended
up falling asleep. That's a huge deal. You don't sleep on guard duty because you could get your unit and many
others killed. It is an offense punishable by death. This mistake set the wheels into motion to try and punish
him. But word of the incident had reached Abraham Lincoln. When the time for William Scott's execution by
firing squad came, he was blindfolded and marched out, but before it could commence, the order from Lincoln
came to stop it and pardon him.

It's such an incredible story. And the most incredible part of it is Abraham Lincoln leveraging his power on
behalf of William Scott. Scott was guilty. But Lincoln was not going to let his guilt and offense have the final
say. He was quoted as saying, “If that boy must die, I must die with him.”

Our passage today puts us in the shoes of William Scott. Guilty of offenses worthy of not only death, but eternal
judgment. We can't protest. Our guilt is certain and without question. But Jesus inserts Himself into the
equation, on our behalf. Because Jesus stands on our behalf, we have pardon and life.

Scripture Exegesis: Hebrews 9:23-28
As we prepare to walk through these verses today, why is it so important? Because God has revealed Himself

and His ways to us. We see in our passage that there is a story unfolding that we find ourselves in. It goes back
to the foundation of the world and points forward to the return of Jesus to the world. We live in the story. We are
not the center of the story, but we are in it. In fact, our lives only exist for a fraction of the story, but we will live
forever. And the story's main plot is what God has done to reconcile His creation back to Him, including us.



Last week, Morgan started Hebrews 9:1-22. Already in this chapter, the preacher/writer contrasted the earthly
tent, priests, and animal blood that only symbolically purified. He also contrasted the heavenly sanctuary, the
true High Priest, and Christ's own blood that cleanses the conscience.

vs 23 --

All the earthly things believers engaged in to worship and draw near to YHWH were just copies that pictured
the real things which were in Heaven. The symbols need animal blood for purification, but the Heavenly
realities needed a better sacrifice (he's talking about Jesus' blood).

vs 24 --

Jesus entered, not into holy places made with hands (like the Temple, the way the Levitical High Priest would),
but into Heaven itself (the place where no moral man and sinner can stand; a place where no fallen creature has
access because we lack righteousness). Jesus entered that place. Why? To appear in the presence of God (the
Father) on our behalf (in our place, as a substitute, in our stead as an intermediary). The High Priest went into a
room where the Presence of God would visit. Jesus goes into Heaven where God's presence especially dwells.

This is the crux of the passage. Everything before it and after it is in light of it. The preacher/writer of Hebrews
wants the believers to know what Christ did, where He did it, and Zow He did it, but above it all he wants them
to know why He did it. He did it for our sake. On our behalf.

vs 25- --

Jesus didn't offer Himself up repeatedly as the High Priest did year after year. The High Priest had to offer up a
new bull, new goats, new lambs over and over. If Christ had to do such a thing, He would have been offering
sacrifices up repeatedly from the foundation of the world. He would have been making atonement from the
beginning because man has fallen from the Garden.

But as it is, Christ appeared (in human form, born into the world) once and for all at the end of the ages to put
away sin by the sacrifice of himself. "At the end of the ages" is the timeline in God's story. There are eras and
epochs of time. Man fell in the Garden a long time ago, but God's plan of redemption and the coming of the
Savior did not happen immediately. It happened according to God's plan and timing. And when the fullness of
time had come (Galatians 4), God sent His Son into the world. And there on the cross in Jerusalem, He put
away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.

What does that mean? It means this: God did for us what we cannot do for ourselves. He put away our sin,
meaning, He dealt with it. It punished it. In this way, Jesus has satisfied the righteous wrath of the Father against
sin. He has put it away. And He put it away by taking on the punishment and consequences of the sin. He bore
our sin so that we would not have to. He took the wrath of God so there would be none for us. This is what
Jesus does for sinners. On. Our. Behalf.

vs 27-28 --

And in the same way we all die once and then face God's judgment, Christ was offered up once to bear our sins.
It occurred in time and history and in place, but it stands forever. The Christ who appeared into the world, died
for sins, rose again and ascended to Heaven. He will appear a second time. Christ will return. And what will He
do? He's not coming to die again or deal with sins. They've been dealt with. He's coming to save those who are
eagerly waiting for Him -- that would be us.

STORY: In the last several months, I've done a bunch of funerals. They're hard. We as humans deeply grieve the
passing of loved ones. And as somebody that has had to bury a son, every funeral is like stepping back into his.
But at the same time, it reminds me over and over of where my ultimate hope is found. The hope of the
Christian is the resurrection of the dead and a world made new...when? When Jesus returns. He appears (as the
Hebrew writer says) a second time. There He will save those eagerly waiting. You ask, "But aren't we already



saved now if we've trusted in Him?" Yes. But what the Hebrew writer is talking about is this day of salvation
coming at Christ's return when we enter into glory. We have been saved, we are currently being saved, and we
will one day be saved.

And when we consider this salvation that awaits us, when we look to those future promises that He has secured
through His own death and resurrection, we can stand in awe and amazed because the God who owes us nothing
He gave us everything. The God will rebel against and sin daily against, has taken our sin and guilt and put it
away. On our behalf. He makes us clean. He clothes us in a righteousness that allows us to stand before God.

Application:
1. Quit paying on a bill that is already stamped “PAID IN FULL.”

When shame or perfectionism whispers “try harder,” answer with Hebrews 9:26—Christ has “put away” sin
once for all. Replace self-atoning habits (penance, self-loathing, spiritual comparison) with habits of gratitude:
begin and end the day by audibly thanking Jesus for a specific sin He has carried away.

You can't impress God or put Him in your debt. You can't earn your way in or say sorry enough. What you do is
accept what is already accomplished. You receive. You surrender. That's what walking in the "it Is finished"
looks like. If it is paid in full, quit trying to contribute.

**play video of guy pushing in the back of the truck**

2. Use your access to approach the throne-room.

Because Jesus “appears before God for us” (v 24), prayer is not simply a spiritual discipline but an invitation
and opportunity. Make prayer a priority and habit you cultivate daily. Some of you in your life right now "have
not because you ask not." Your view of prayer fails to account for what is really happening: you have access to
God, the all-powerful ruler of the world. The cattle on a thousand hills belongs to Him. You have access.

Do you suspect you are bothering Him or He's not interested in hearing you? Then you fail to recognize your
standing as a child of God. Does a father give a stone instead of bread to His child? Or a snake instead of fish?
Bold prayers honor God and God tends to honor bold prayers.

3. Treat sin as an expelled intruder, not a tolerated roommate.

The cross did not merely make forgiveness possible; it made it possible to gain victory over sin. Fight against
sin, don't simply manage it. Put it to death. Don't dabble in It or seek to walk up to a certain line without
crossing. Kill it.

You have to see sin as an enemy. And it's not just an enemy outside of you, it's an enemy inside of you. The
flesh or indwelling sin, seeks to submit you to its desire. You must not bow to it. You must resist it. Don't
surrender to desires. Fight them.

4. Live like people waiting on the Day

We don't simply live for this life. And we don't simply anticipate dying and going to Heaven. We long for the
Day of Christ's return. We await a Day of a resurrection of the dead. We await the Day when all things are made
new. We await a Day of family reunions. That Day is coming. Christ has assured it.

Direct your mind regularly to the reality that Christ is coming again. Direct your mind regularly to imagine a
world with no sin, suffering, or death. No more painful goodbyes. No more bad news. No more sickness. Living
with an eye on that Day doesn't cause us to withdraw from the world and the things in it, it causes us to live
with a healthy eye on what it is and what it isn't. It helps us to build things that outlast us.


https://www.facebook.com/reel/1870105883118671

5. Stand in the gap for others the way Jesus stands in the gap for you.

We continue to focus on reaping the harvest this 20th year as a church. The way Jesus stood on our behalf
should lead us to do the same for others. We should witness to others, pray for others, disciple others. This kind
of "on their behalf" ministry recognizes we can be a means of grace to others.

PRAY

LOOK BACK

How was your week? What is one thing you’re grateful for and one thing that challenged you?

How did you grow in obedience to Christ over the last week?
Where did you go to share the gospel or have a spiritual conversation with someone?

What is a sin you have been struggling with that you need to repent of?

LOOK UP

e DISCUSS

1: The Better Reality — Read: Hebrews 9:23. The earthly copies required animal blood, but the
heavenly realities required a better sacrifice.

Question: Why does the author emphasize that the earthly tabernacle was only a copy of something
greater? How does this reshape the way we think about Old Testament worship and God’s redemptive
plan?

Leader Note: Help the group see that God was never improvising. The tabernacle was always pointing
beyond itself. The copies were temporary; the reality is Christ. Emphasize fulfillment, not failure.

2: On Our Behalf — Read: Hebrews 9:24. Christ entered heaven itself to appear in the presence of
God for us.

Question: What does it mean that Jesus appears before the Father “on our behalf,” and how does this
deepen your understanding of substitution and mediation?



Leader Note: This is the heart of the passage. Everything centers on representation. Jesus does not
merely open a door; He stands in our place before a holy God.

3: Once for All — Read: Hebrews 9:25-26. Christ did not offer Himself repeatedly but once at the end
of the ages to put away sin.

Question: Why is it significant that Jesus’ sacrifice was once and final? What would it imply if it had to
be repeated?

Leader Note: Repetition implies insufficiency. The finality of Christ’s sacrifice produces assurance.
Press the connection between “once for all” and confidence before God.

4: The End of the Ages — Read: Hebrews 9:26; Galatians 4:4. Christ appeared at the fullness of time.

Question: What does this teach us about God’s timing in redemption, and how does it strengthen our
trust when His timing in our own lives feels delayed?

Leader Note: God’s redemptive plan unfolded exactly as designed. Encourage the group to connect
theological trust in God’s timing with personal trust in seasons of waiting.

5: Judgment and Hope — Read: Hebrews 9:27. It is appointed for man to die once, and after that
comes judgment.

Question: How should the certainty of death and judgment shape the urgency and seriousness of our
faith?

Leader Note: Keep this sober but hopeful. Judgment is real, but it is not terrifying for those in Christ.
Let the weight of mortality drive gratitude and mission.

6: Paid in Full — Read: Hebrews 9:26. Christ has put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.

Question: Where are you tempted to “keep paying” for sins Christ has already paid for? How does
understanding “paid in full” free you from perfectionism or self-atonement?

Leader Note: Many believers try to atone through guilt, comparison, or overperformance. Gently
redirect them to finished work theology.

7: Standing in the Gap — Read: Hebrews 9:24; 2 Corinthians 5:20. Christ stood in the gap for us.

“

Question: How should Christ’s
others in this season of reaping the harvest?

on our behalf” work shape the way we intercede, withess, and disciple

Leader Note: Connect doctrine to mission. Representation leads to representation. Because Christ
stood for us, we now stand for others.



LOOK AHEAD

e BUILD UP | SEND OUT

o

o

o

How are you making yourself known at church this week?
How are you growing to know Christ better this week?
How are you making Christ known this week?

e PRAYER

o

o
o
o

Pray over any request from your group members.
Pray for our team: Anthony Knight- Equipping Pastor
Pray for our replanters: Christ’s Fellowship
Pray for our short-term teams:
]
Pray for our long-term units on the mission field:
m The Wilsons
m The Grays
m The Browns
Pray for the unreached. Want to keep up with Unreached People Groups? Download the

Unreached of the Day App https://joshuaproject.net/pray/unreachedoftheday/app


https://joshuaproject.net/pray/unreachedoftheday/app

