
 
 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:   
 
Announcements: 

●​ February 14 -  2nd Saturday (Men) 
●​ February 27 -  Axis Conference (Students) 
●​ February 28 - Serve Saturday 

 
Check out the TJC Weekend Recap podcast for a more in-depth look at our sermons each week! 

The podcast is available on all streaming platforms!  

 
SERMON NOTES  

 

INTRODUCTION  

Illustration: I’m going to tell you something super vulnerable about myself: I am horrible at navigation. Most 

men take pride in their ability to travel around and navigate an area – I live off my GPS. Anytime I take a trip 

beyond a 5 mile radius from my house, I have my phone GPS ready. (Even when it’s on, I still miss a turn) My 

other problem is, I hate it when other people drive me. Nothing makes me more nervous than sitting in the 

passenger seat watching someone drive us through traffic.  

 

I say that to say I use maps a lot, and the purpose of a map is to get you to a desired destination. That is what the 

ceremonial law of the OT and the tabernacle existed for: to get us to Christ. The law and the tabernacle were 

mediums to get the people access to God.  

 

Thesis: There is only one God, and there is only one way to God: through Jesus Christ.  

 

Recap: Heb. 8:13 says, “In speaking of a new covenant, he makes the first one obsolete. And what is becoming 

obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away.” Chapter 9 is explaining how the old covenant is obsolete.  

 

EXEGESIS  
1 Now even the first covenant had regulations for worship and an earthly place of holiness. 2 For a tent 

was prepared, the first section, in which were the lampstand and the table and the bread of the Presence. 

It is called the Holy Place. 3 Behind the second curtain was a second section called the Most Holy Place, 4 

having the golden altar of incense and the ark of the covenant covered on all sides with gold, in which was 



 
a golden urn holding the manna, and Aaron’s staff that budded, and the tablets of the covenant. 5 Above 

it were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat. Of these things we cannot now speak in 

detail.  

 

The first covenant = Mosaic covenant  

 

“Earthly” doesn’t mean located on earth, it means temporal, incomplete  

 

*Queue graphic* – Explain the tabernacle  

 
6 These preparations having thus been made, the priests go regularly into the first section, performing 

their ritual duties, 7 but into the second only the high priest goes, and he but once a year, and not without 

taking blood, which he offers for himself and for the unintentional sins of the people.  

 

Priests would go into the “holy place” on a daily basis to tend to the lampstand, burn incense, and replace the 

bread.  

 

Once a year, on the Day of Atonement, the high priest would enter into the tabernacle to make atonement for 

himself and all the people. First, he would sacrifice a bull for his sins, then he would sacrifice a goat for the sins 

of the people, then he would send out a second goat into the wilderness as a picture of the people’s sins being 

cast away. This was the most important ceremony of the year. This ceremony was the basis for the people’s 

access to God.  

 
8 By this the Holy Spirit indicates that the way into the holy places is not yet opened as long as the first 

section is still standing 9 (which is symbolic for the present age). According to this arrangement, gifts and 

sacrifices are offered that cannot perfect the conscience of the worshiper, 10 but deal only with food and 

drink and various washings, regulations for the body imposed until the time of reformation.  

 

●​ “By this” = the sacrificial system  

●​ The veil functioned as a barrier keeping the people from accessing the presence of God. So, the people 

can’t access God as he intends while the old tabernacle still stands.  

●​ Present age = The period of time between Jesus’ ascension and the temple being destroyed (ten years 

after Hebrews was written)  



 
○​ Illustration: this intermediary period functions like a relay race (runners handing off the baton 

to each other)  

●​ The Spirit had made it known that full access to God cannot be obtained while the old tabernacle stands. 

– Just like Hebrews 8:13 said, not only does the old covenant become obsolete, but it also vanishes 

away.  

 

The first covenant fulfilled ritualistic needs, but it could not bring someone to the Lord. The ceremonial law 

provided forgiveness of the sins of ignorance, but it didn’t produce forgiveness for premeditated immoral sins. 

Why couldn’t the first covenant do that? Because the Law wasn’t actually intended to save them.  

 

Romans 7:7 – Yet if it had not been for the law, I would not have known sin. For I would not have 

known what it is to covet if the law had not said, “You shall not covet.”  

 

The purpose of the Law wasn’t to save them. It didn't provide an avenue for them to access God. The purpose of 

the Law was to expose their sin. Think about it like this: How are you supposed to know what speeding is if 

there is no stated speed limit? (Story: Getting a ticket at 17)  

 

This is Paul’s point in Romans 7: how are you to know what sin is if there is no law telling you what sin is?  

 

Why does that matter? Because that’s the Hebrew writer’s point. The Law accomplished its purpose. Our 

problem is that the Law’s purpose wasn’t to save. The ceremonial law handled issues related to food, drink, and 

worship regulations, but it couldn’t prick the conscience of the individual. It could expose sin, but it couldn’t 

draw you out of it.  

 

The Hebrew writer says that this was how the law worked until the “time of reformation” – the time of 

reformation is what he talks about next.  

 
11 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then through the greater 

and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation) 12 he entered once for all into the 

holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing 

an eternal redemption. 13 For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons with the 

ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the purification of the flesh, 14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who 

through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead 

works to serve the living God.  



 
 

Christ appeared as the priest, not of the old things (old law, old sacrifices, old covenant) but as the priest of the 

new things (adoption, sanctification, baptism, future inheritance).  

 

Through Christ’s death he ascended into the heavenly tabernacle on our behalf. Just as Moses’ brother Aaron 

entered the tabernacle where the presence of God was, Christ entered into the presence of the Father. Just as the 

high priest interceded for the people in the presence of God, Christ intercedes for us right now in the presence 

of God.  

 

The priest entered the presence of God through the blood of the goats and the bull. Christ entered the presence 

of the Father through his own blood.  

 

If the blood of the animals satisfied the old Law, how much better is the blood of Christ himself who gave up 

his own life to clean our conscience?  

 
15 Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may receive the promised 

eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems them from the transgressions committed 

under the first covenant. 16 For where a will is involved, the death of the one who made it must be 

established. 17 For a will takes effect only at death, since it is not in force as long as the one who made it is 

alive.  

 

Because of Christ’s death, he mediates the new covenant.  

 

He mediates so that we who are called by the Spirit may receive our promised eternal life.  

 

His sacrifice is so great that not only does it pay for our sins, but it also pays for the sins of all those who came 

before Christ.  

 

Rom. 3:25 – whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show 

God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 

 

A will – not talking about your human will, talking about the will a person leaves behind after death. Just as a 

will goes into effect when a person dies, the new covenant went into place immediately upon Christ’s death. 

The transition from the old covenant to the new is Christ’s will, and at his death this transition begins.  



 
 
18 Therefore not even the first covenant was inaugurated without blood. 19 For when every commandment 

of the law had been declared by Moses to all the people, he took the blood of calves and goats, with water 

and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself and all the people, 20 saying, “This is the 

blood of the covenant that God commanded for you.” 21 And in the same way he sprinkled with the blood 

both the tent and all the vessels used in worship. 22 Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified 

with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.  

 

Blood has always been the picture of salvation (Genesis 3, God sacrificed an animal to clothe Adam and Eve – 

Genesis 22, God sacrificed a lamb in place of Abraham sacrificing Isaac – Exodus 12, the blood over the 

doorposts caused God to pass over the Israelites in Egypt).  

 

God is just. He requires a life for a life. To save your life, a life must be given. All God’s people have always 

known this. But it wasn’t until Christ that we had one final, perfect sacrifice who accomplishes what no other 

system or covenant could do.  

 

TAKEAWAYS  

1.​ You must have a mediator.  

 

What is a mediator? A mediator is a third party who interjects in a conflict to help bring about a resolution. 

(Feuds between siblings, parent and child, close friends)  

 

You cannot go to God on your own. You are separated from God. You must have someone to intercede for you 

in order for you to approach the throne.  

 

2.​ There is no mediation without death.  

 

Rom. 6:23 – For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

 

Not only does Christ die for you, but you also die to yourself. Matt. 16:25 – For whoever would save his life 

will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.  

 

Acts 4:12 – And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by 

which we must be saved. 



 
 

3.​ Don’t take your access to God for granted.  

 

We often overlook the fact that we can speak directly to God.  

 

One of the biggest blessings that we have today that OT saints did not share in is the Spirit. You  have the Spirit 

of God permanently dwelling inside of you. Under the old covenant, the Spirit came upon people as he was 

needed, but that was always selective and temporary. You have a permanent communion with God as he dwells 

inside of you.  

 

At the death of Christ, the veil in the temple was torn, symbolizing that man can now approach God through 

Christ, no longer through the tabernacle. Matt. 27:51 – 50 And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and 

yielded up his spirit. 51 And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth 

shook, and the rocks were split.  

 

I want you to imagine for a second if you were still under the same laws. The Spirit of God doesn’t dwell inside 

you. The Spirit doesn’t enlighten your mind when you read Scripture. You’re in a very transactional covenant. 

Your entire worldview is defined by law and sacrifice. Every single day people are coming to the tabernacle to 

offer sacrifices. Every single day the priests must go into the holy place to care for it and ensure they are doing 

everything they must do to continue interceding for the people. Once a year, the high priest makes a special trip 

into the Holy of Holies. But not before he makes sacrifices. Envision it: all the tribes gathered together to watch 

with eagerness. Everyone is silent as they drag up an innocent calf and put it to death. Then the priest has to 

collect the blood and distribute it in different places. Every part of the bull had to be properly disposed of. Then 

they bring up two goats. One of them was sacrificed in the same manner. The blood was collected and 

distributed. Every part of the goat was disposed of in very particular ways. Then, and only then, the high priest 

could walk through the third veil and enter into the very presence of God to offer the blood of the sacrifice. 

Even then he could only stay for a short time. This was the only direct access to God.  

 

But you don’t have to worry about that. Why? Because the final Priest sacrificed the final spotless Lamb for 

you, and he went before you as your Priest into the heavenly Holy of Holies. And he sits there right now, as we 

are gathered here together, interceding on your behalf. And he is constantly communicating to you through his 

Spirit which dwells inside of you.  

 

1 Timothy 2:5 – For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus  



 
 

*Communion* Why is the cost of sin death? Because we stole our lives from him.  

.  
 
PRAY 
 
 
 
 
 
 

●​ How was your week? What is one thing you’re grateful for and one thing that challenged you? 
●​ How did you grow in obedience to Christ over the last week?  
●​ Where did you go to share the gospel or have a spiritual conversation with someone? 
●​ What is a sin you have been struggling with that you need to repent of?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

●​ DISCUSS  
 

1: The Purpose of the Law – Read: Hebrews 9:1–5. The author describes the tabernacle and its 
furnishings, emphasizing the structure and order of the old covenant system. 

Question: What does the detailed structure of the tabernacle teach us about God’s holiness and 
humanity’s distance from Him under the old covenant? Why would God intentionally design access to 
His presence to be limited and mediated? 

Leader Note: Emphasize that the tabernacle visually preached separation. God is holy, and sinful 
people cannot casually enter His presence. The structure itself was catechetical—it taught theology 
through space. 

2: The Limits of the Old Covenant – Read: Hebrews 9:8–10. The Holy Spirit indicates that the way 
into God’s presence was not yet fully opened. 

Question: According to this passage, why were the sacrifices and regulations of the old covenant 
unable to perfect the conscience of the worshiper? 



 
Leader Note: Highlight the distinction between external regulation and internal renewal. The old 
covenant managed behavior but could not transform the heart. 

3: Law as Exposure, Not Cure – Read: Romans 7:7 alongside Hebrews 9:9. The Law reveals sin but 
cannot remove it. 

Question: Why is it important to understand that the Law was designed to expose sin rather than save 
from it? How does misunderstanding this lead to legalism or despair? 

Leader Note: Help the group see that the Law is diagnostic, not therapeutic. It shows the disease but 
cannot heal it. This sets up our need for grace. 

4: A Better Priest and a Better Place – Read: Hebrews 9:11–12. Christ enters the greater and more 
perfect tent, not made with hands. 

Question: Why does it matter that Christ entered a heavenly tabernacle rather than an earthly one, and 
how does this deepen our confidence in His mediation? 

Leader Note: Earthly priests ministered in copies; Christ ministers in reality. This grounds assurance 
not in symbols, but in Christ’s present work before the Father. 

5: A Better Blood – Read: Hebrews 9:13–14. Christ offers Himself without blemish through the eternal 
Spirit. 

Question: How does the blood of Christ accomplish what animal sacrifices never could, particularly in 
cleansing the conscience from dead works? 

Leader Note: Stress internal transformation. Christ doesn’t just forgive sin; He frees us from the weight 
and power of guilt so that we may serve the living God. 

6: Death and the New Covenant – Read: Hebrews 9:15–17. The author compares Christ’s death to the 
enactment of a will. 

Question: Why is Christ’s death necessary for the new covenant to take effect, and how does this 
imagery help us understand the cost of our redemption? 

Leader Note: Redemption is not abstract. It required death. Grace is free to us because it was costly to 
Christ. 

7: One Mediator – Read: Hebrews 9:15; 1 Timothy 2:5. Christ alone stands between God and 
humanity. 

Question: Why is it difficult for people to accept that they cannot approach God apart from a mediator, 
and how does this challenge modern ideas of spirituality and self-sufficiency? 



 
Leader Note: This confronts pride. The gospel removes all alternative paths and centers salvation 
entirely on Christ’s person and work. 

8: Living with Full Access – Read: Hebrews 9:22; Matthew 27:51. The shedding of Christ’s blood 
opens the way into God’s presence. 

Question: If the veil has been torn and Christ is actively interceding for us, how should this shape the 
way we approach prayer, worship, obedience, and repentance today? 

Leader Note: Do not rush this question. Believers live with constant access to God through Christ and 
the indwelling Spirit. This should produce humility, gratitude, confidence, and reverence—not 
complacency. 

 

 

 
 
 

●​ BUILD UP | SEND OUT  
○​ How are you making yourself known at church this week?  
○​ How are you growing to know Christ better this week?  
○​ How are you making Christ known this week?  

●​ PRAYER 
○​ Pray over any request from your group members. 
○​ Pray for our team: Nick Judd- Discipleship Pastor/Elder 
○​ Pray for our replanters: Christ’s Fellowship  
○​ Pray for our short-term teams:  

■​  
○​  Pray for our long-term units on the mission field:  

■​ The Wilsons  
■​ The Grays  
■​ The Browns  

○​ Pray for the unreached. Want to keep up with Unreached People Groups? Download the 
Unreached of the Day App https://joshuaproject.net/pray/unreachedoftheday/app 

https://joshuaproject.net/pray/unreachedoftheday/app

