GROUP LEADER GUIDE

Genesis: Grace That Faces, Restores, and Releases

Genesis 33:1-20

Announcements:
e November 23- Child Dedication (Family)
e November 23- TJC Vision Night (Church)
e November 30- Family Integrated Worship (1st-5th grade)

Check out the TJC Weekend Recap podcast for a more in-depth look at our sermons each week!

The podcast is available on all streaming platforms!

SERMON NOTES

Today will be our last day in this round of Genesis messages. We will return to the book later in 2026. Next
week we begin a series called "The Advent" where we look at the Scriptures teaching about the coming of the
Messiah and everything surrounding it.

On this side of eternity, we have troubles. We face difficulties. Broken relationships exist. Sin creeps in. People
with good intentions can still do dumb and hurtful things. Even amongst Christians, in a family, amongst
friends, or in a church can have conflict and struggles. One of the most difficult things we face in this life are
the challenges of relationships.

Relationships are hard aren't' they? They wouldn't be nearly as hard if everyone else would just do what we
want, right? LOL But Jesus tells us that in this life we will have problems. He guaranteed it. And this includes
in our relationships. Jesus faced this too. His own disciples fought with one another, betrayed Him, and fell
asleep on Him when He needed companionship and prayer.

What we are looking at today in Genesis 33 is the encounter after 20 years between Jacob and Esau. They've
been bitter rivals all their adult lives. There has been deception, trickery, threats, hatred, and more. Now they
meet together. What we are going to see is that there is grace from God above that prepares Jacob to face Esau,
that restores him to Esau, but that even releases him from Esau. We'll see that this is true in our own lives as
well.

Exegesis of Genesi

Jacob has his encounter with the Lord. As the sun rises and his wrestling with God ends, Esau's approach comes
into view, with his 400 men with him. This is the thing Jacob has feared coming. Is Esau going to kill him? Will
Esau plunder his household?

Jacob divides up his families in rows: servants and children, Leah and children, Rachel and Joseph. Then Jacob
goes and stands at the front of them all. He begins to bow himself to the ground (7x) as he and his brother draw
closer together.

But Esau bursts into a sprint and runs to meet Jacob. And rather than hitting or harming Jacob, he embraces
him. He doesn't just shake his hand. He falls on his neck and kisses him. This is a true embrace, an emotional
embrace. Both men weep. This encounter defies expectations. We have anticipated this meeting and that there
may be combat and war. But instead we have grace, forgiveness, and reconciliation. It reflects the parable Jesus



will tell later in the Gospels about the prodigal son who leaves the family, takes his father's wealth, and
squanders it. When he returns home, rather than being met with a stern hand and punishment, he is met with a
loving embrace. Jesus tells us this is what our Father in Heaven is like. We deserve punishment and rejection,
but when we come to Him in humility and repentance, we receive grace and forgiveness. This Jacob and Esau
encounter models this.

Then Esau looks up and sees Jacob's family standing there and asks him who all the people are. Jacob explains
they are his family. Esau also sees all the wealth Jacob has in cattle, herds, flocks, and servants. Remember, he
has set aside portions to give to Esau. Esau tells Jacob to keep what he has, but Jacob insists and declares God
has been so gracious with him and he wants to bless Esau. Something for us to catch in this: Jacob is not only
being generous because God has been generous to Him (which we should all do), but Jacob is also making
restitution to Esau. Jacob was deceptive to Esau and stole his birthright and inheritance. The LORD ultimately
chose Jacob, not Esau, as the one in which the promise would carry, but Jacob's gift to Esau undoubtedly carries
with it elements of restoring Esau.

Esau wants this to be an occasion for them to travel together. Perhaps they could settle down somewhere
together. But Jacob avoids this. He sends Esau on ahead, even denying the need for any servants to be left
behind. And rather than following Esau, Jacob goes on to Succoth and settles there by building a home and
stalls for the livestock. He's back in Canaan. He's back after 20 years. He's in the place where God promised his
grandfather, Abraham, and his father, Isaac, that he would give this land. He then purchased more land
(interesting side note that we see that even in the ancient world there were real-estate purchases based on value)
and settled his family there and set up an altar to the Lord to worship. He called it: El-Elohe-Israel (which
means: God, the God of Israel).

I want you to notice in this passage we see the grace of God in Jacob. He just wrestled with God. He's fearful of
Esau and what might happen. But God's grace helps him to face fear. The grace of God restores Jacob and Esau.
And the grace of God releases Esau to go a separate path.

Application:

There are 4 themes in this passage I want to highlight in this passage that I believe are relevant for our own
lives. Some, if not all, of these can touch on things we face in our lives at different times and seasons. So I'm
prayerful that they will speak to you in the things you're facing.

1. Facing Fears with Trust in the Lord.

Jacob couldn't keep running and avoiding. He had to face Esau. He had to deal with this unresolved conflict.
The Lord had met with him many times and assured him of His presence and help. The Lord has assured Jacob
that He is with him always.

Friends, this is true for us too. If you are in Christ, the Lord is with you. That doesn't mean
Everything is always easy and smooth. Sometimes that means we face hard things and do hard things but we do
so with trust in the Lord.

Proverbs 3:5-6 -- Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In
all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.

Isaiah 41:10 -- fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I
will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.



Psalm 56:3-4 -- Psalm 56 :3-4 -- “When I am afraid, I put my trust in you. In God, whose word I praise,
in God I trust; I shall not be afraid. What can flesh do to me?”

2. The Power of Grace and Forgiveness.

This encounter with Jacob and Esau is completely covered by grace. Esau doesn't come for a fight, but with an
embrace. He loves and misses his brother. Jacob thinks Esau intends harm, but Esau demonstrates zero
animosity or hatred of his brother. This is truly evidence of the Lord's hand. It truly is evidence the Lord has
indeed protected Jacob as he promised.

Proverbs 21:1 -- The king’s heart is a stream of water in the hand of the LORD; he turns it wherever he
will.

The power of grace and forgiveness is transformative. We see this encounter and we get a glimpse of the
Kingdom.

We've discussed this over the course of our history here at TJC, but forgiveness is so powerful. It requires the
grace of God to do it. It doesn't happen easily.

STORY - Kaleb's surgery, the surgeon's mistake, the bitterness we felt, the call to forgive and give grace

Forgiveness begins by looking vertical before extending horizontally. We start by recognizing how much God
has forgiven us and only then can we forgive others. And it is a day-by-day, week-by-week, month-by-month
choice. It's not a one-time thing. It is an ongoing choice.

3. Repentance and Restoration

Notice that Jacob comes to Esau with a lot of gifts. Interestingly, you could take this as a bribe to appease Esau's
wrath OR you could also see this as Jacob restoring to Esau what he took from him. You can see it as an act of
restitution. Which makes it an act of repentance.

This is what is interesting about understanding repentance. True repentance is not just apologizing or confessing
sin. It is the stopping of sin, and turning the opposite direction.

Ephesians 4:28 -- Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his own
hands, so that he may have something to share with anyone in need.

What about Zacchaeus in Luke 19:1-10? Jesus gives an astonishing gesture of grace toward a notorious sinner
by going to his house. Overwhelmed, Zacchaeus responded with the fruit of true repentance: “Behold, Lord,
the half of my goods I give to the poor, and if I have defrauded anyone, I restore it fourfold.” His pledge
matched the Old-Testament standard for restitution and exceeded common expectations, signaling a transformed
heart that now loved justice and generosity.

In our lives, repentance isn't just stopping sinful things, but acting in obedience and righteousness. Where you
have wronged, stop, but do good. Jacob modeled this in his encounter with Esau.

4. Sometimes those with Shared Blessings still take Separate Roads.

The part of the story that seems confusing is Esau is happy to see Jacob. It looks like everything is good now.
Esau invites him to go to a town. Perhaps catch up. Perhaps introduce their families. Perhaps settle together. But
Jacob parts ways. The Scriptures never paint this as a negative thing. Esau had his direction and calling. Jacob
had his direction and calling. They had their conflict and past. There was grace and forgiveness. But they still
went their own ways.



Sometimes in life this is just the reality. Sometimes God heals a relationship and yet, in His wisdom, the two
parties still walk in different directions—and that can be obedience, not failure. The gospel frees us as brothers
and sisters in Christ to bless one another and be for each other, though in wisdom we may have to go separate
ways and follow different assignments.

We see a conflict between Paul and Barnabas in Acts over who should be with them on their mission together
lead to a parting of ways.

Acts 15:39-41 -- 39 And there arose a sharp disagreement, so that they separated from each other.
Barnabas took Mark with him and sailed away to Cyprus, 40 but Paul chose Silas and departed, having
been commended by the brothers to the grace of the Lord. 41 And he went through Syria and Cilicia,
strengthening the churches.

In the wisdom of God, these partings often lead to more fruit from both sides. Sometimes peacemaking involves
living out plans together, and sometimes (like in Genesis 33) it involves different paths. We can look at Paul and
Barnabas, two godly men, used greatly by God, yet they disagreed about how to go forward together. It
ultimately led them to not go forward together, but to go forward in different directions. On this side of eternity,
this happens. And yet, in the sovereignty of God, even these partings are used by Him for His purposes.

In your own life, there may be relationships that work for seasons or are good for seasons of your life, but those
may come to an end. Sometimes people leave churches. Sometimes business partnerships end. Sometimes going
forward means taking different paths. Separate roads don't cancel shared redemption; they showcase God's wide
canvas for His people's callings.

Close:

Friends, we have watched Jacob limp toward Esau, terrified, humbled, and yet upheld by God’s promise. We
saw grace race out to meet him, repentance make restitution, and two blessed men finally walk on separate
roads under the same mercy.

But Genesis 33 points us to a greater reality. It points us beyond two ancient brothers to the Elder Brother
(Jesus) who has come all the way from heaven to meet the likes of us.

- In Christ the God who says, “Fear not, I am with you,” has faced our greatest enemies—sin, Satan, and
death—and disarmed them at the cross.

- At that cross grace did not merely run to embrace us; it bled to reconcile us, “while we were still
enemies.”

- There the debt was not paid with goats and camels but with the spotless Lamb of God, satisfying justice
and offering full restoration.

- And having reconciled us to Himself, He sends us out—sometimes together, sometimes on distinct
paths—to become peacemakers in a broken world. PRAY



LOOK BACK

How was your week? What is one thing you’re grateful for and one thing that challenged you?
How did you grow in obedience to Christ over the last week?

Where did you go to share the gospel or have a spiritual conversation with someone?

What is a sin you have been struggling with that you need to repent of?

LOOK UP

e REVIEW
o Divide Genesis 33 up among your group and read collectively out loud.
m Additional Reading:
e [Luke 19:1-10



DISCUSS

Facing Fears with Trust in the Lord (Genesis 33; Proverbs 3:5-6; Isaiah 41:10; Psalm 56:3-4):
Jacob had to stop avoiding Esau and trust God’s presence. Where do you feel the Lord calling

you to face something difficult with trust in Him, and how do these Scriptures speak into that?

. The Power of Grace and Forgiveness (Genesis 33; Proverbs 21:1): Esau responded with grace
rather than revenge. Have you experienced unexpected forgiveness from someone? Is there

someone you need to forgive to reflect the heart of God?

Repentance That Bears Fruit (Genesis 33; Ephesians 4:28): Jacob’s gifts to Esau reflect
restitution and true repentance. Where do you see the difference between merely saying

“sorry” and demonstrating repentance like Ephesians 4:28 describes?

. Zacchaeus as a Picture of Repentance (Luke 19:1-10): Zacchaeus showed repentance through
costly restitution. What would “fourfold restoration” look like in a practical situation in your life?

Can you think of a story in the past that matches this?

. God’s Sovereignty in Reconciliation (Genesis 33; Proverbs 21:1): Esau’s softened heart was
evidence of God’s sovereign grace. How does knowing God can turn hearts (Proverbs 21:1)

change the way you pray about broken relationships?

. When Reconciliation Doesn’t Mean Walking Together (Genesis 33): Jacob and Esau reconcile
but wisely choose different paths. Have you experienced a relationship where grace existed but

separation was wise? What helped you discern that?



LOOK AHEAD

e BUILD UP | SEND OUT

o

o

o

How are you making yourself known at church this week?
How are you growing to know Christ better this week?
How are you making Christ known this week?

e PRAYER

o

o
@)
O

Pray over any request from your group members.
Pray for our team: Jorge Vasconcelas- Pastor of Iglesia Renacer
Pray for our replanters: Christ’s Fellowship
Pray for our short-term teams:
m Rome Team departing on November 14, 2025
Pray for our long-term units on the mission field:
m The Wilsons
m The Grays
m The Browns
Pray for the unreached. Want to keep up with Unreached People Groups? Download the

Unreached of the Day App https://joshuaproject.net/pray/unreachedoftheday/app


https://joshuaproject.net/pray/unreachedoftheday/app

