GROUP LEADER GUIDE
Genesis: The God Who Has Been with Me

Genesis 31:1-55

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

e November 23- Child Dedication (Family)
e November 23- TJC Vision Night (Church)

Check out the TJC Weekend Recap podcast for a more in-depth look at our sermons each week!

The podcast is available on all streaming platforms!

SERMON NOTES

We are moving closer to the Christmas season for most normal people. We've had Christmas trees and lights up
in the Reed home since early October. We take the whole quarter to celebrate Christmas. Here in a few weeks,
we will begin focusing on sermons on Sundays that highlight the Incarnation and its significance. But as a
spoiler, I want to highlight that one of the most important doctrinal distinctives of the coming of Jesus is that He
is God in the flesh. The Second Person of the Trinity, the Son of God, becomes flesh. This is why the angel
announces that He shall be called Immanuel, God with us.

"God with us" is a running theme throughout the entire Bible. In fact, this God who was from the beginning,
that created the Heavens and Earth, has been involved in His creation, but walks with His image-bearing
creatures: us. From the moment God creates Adam and Eve, He is with them. One of the greatest fallouts of sin
entering the world through man's rebellion separates closeness and fellowship with God, but God is still with us.
Throughout the storyline of the Bible, the Lord chooses to rescue people for Himself, sinners who rely upon and
need His grace, and give them His presence, protection, and help. He is with them.

We see today a hinge-moment in Jacob’s story. Twenty years have passed since he first ran from Esau. Twenty
years of broken promises, midnight negotiations, paycheck games, and family tension. And yet Jacob’s

testimony in verse 42 is: God has been with me.

That single sentence dismantles a mountain of modern lies and writes hope across every ordinary corner of our
own lives.

Exegesis of Genesis 31:1-55

Genesis 31 unfolds like a long-awaited jailbreak. After twenty years of wage-changing and gas-lighting, Jacob
finally hears the liberating word of the Lord: “Return to the land of your fathers, and I will be with you” (v 3).
That promise reframes everything. What looks like a shrewd employee slipping away with the night shift is, in
fact, a covenant son escorted by the God who never clocked out of his life. The spotted-and-speckled breeding
scheme, the angel’s dream, even Rachel’s theft of the household idols—all of it reveals a clash between human
manipulation and divine supervision. Laban tweaks the contract ten times; God overrides each edit, transferring
wealth to Jacob as He once plundered Egypt for Israel.



When Laban gives chase, the drama peaks in a nighttime encounter only God could stage. Yahweh appears to
the exploitative father-in-law with a blunt warning: “Be careful not to say anything to Jacob, either good or bad”
(v 24). In other words, touch him and you answer to Me. By the time the two men meet in daylight, the balance
of power has shifted. Jacob—no longer the fearful fugitive—confronts Laban with a litany of “you have...and
God has” statements, testifying that every loss was noticed, every injustice totaled, and every tear bottled by the
“God of my father” who “rebuked you last night” (v 42). The speech is less self-vindication and more

doxology; Jacob is declaring the surveillance and shepherding of the Almighty over two decades of silent
suffering.

The stolen household gods add a touch of irony that would make ancient listeners smirk. These pocket-size
deities can be sat upon, hidden beneath a saddle, and searched for in vain, while the Living God—unseen yet
overwhelming—directs the entire episode. Rachel’s covert idolatry only magnifies Yahweh’s supremacy: the
true God’s presence doesn’t need to be smuggled out of Mesopotamia; He travels freely, commanding dreams
and destinies alike. By protecting Jacob in spite of lingering family sin, the Lord showcases grace that
outmuscles both pagan superstition and His own people’s half-baked faith.

The chapter closes with a boundary-stone at Mizpah, turning a history of exploitation into a covenant of
non-aggression. Yet even that stone whispers of a greater Sentinel: “The LORD watch between you and me” (v
49). Jacob leaves Haran not merely richer in livestock but awakened to a deeper reality—that every mile of his
wanderings was shadowed by the God who spoke at Bethel, multiplied lambs in the pasture, rebuked men in
their sleep, and is even now leading him home. Genesis 31, then, is less about a clever patriarch escaping a
crooked boss and more about the ever-present Shepherd who guards, guides, and guarantees the future of His
promise-bearers.

This chapter reminds us that the promise God made to Jacob in Bethel, to be with Him, has been kept for 20+
years. This is not just true in the "Jacob story," it's true about the nature of God. This tells us something true
about the nature of God in the world, and it flies in the face of so many of the cultural ideologies we swim
around each day. Let me highlight modern notions of God and the world and show you.

1. Deism — says God wound up the universe and walked away (clockmaker).
* Genesis 31: God actively speaks (v 3), protects (v 24), and provides (vv 10-12).

2. Fatalism / Stoic Determinism — claims everything is an impersonal, fixed script.
* Genesis 31: Jacob must choose to obey “Return,” showing real decisions within God’s plan.

3. Karma — a blind force that dishes out good or bad based on what we do.
* Genesis 31: Jacob receives grace and protection despite his mixed record; Laban’s schemes fail.

4. Materialistic Naturalism — insists nothing exists beyond matter and chance.
* Genesis 31: Supernatural intervention multiplies livestock exactly as the angel foretells.

5. Pantheism — views God as an impersonal force fused with everything (everything is God).
* Genesis 31: A personal God warns, commands, and makes covenants—distinct from creation.

6. Polytheism — asserts many local deities control their own turf.
* Genesis 31: The “God of Bethel” rules both Haran and Canaan, overruling Laban’s household idols.

7. Prosperity-Gospel — equates God’s presence with nonstop comfort and riches.
* Genesis 31: Twenty hard years of toil coexist with God’s faithful provision and protection.

8. Open-Theism / Process Theology — says God discovers events as they unfold.



* Genesis 31: The Lord’s promise made back in 28:15 is being flawlessly executed decades later.

9. Expressive Individualism — proclaims I author my own destiny and identity.
* Genesis 31: Jacob’s future hinges on covenant promises, not self-invention.

10. Moralistic Therapeutic Deism — treats God as a distant life-coach who shows up only when invited.
* Genesis 31: The Lord intrudes uninvited—disciplining, directing, and defending for His glory.

All of these modern worldviews of God and His involvement in the world and our lives is shattered by Genesis
31 (and the rest of the Bible). This is why Christians with a biblical worldview must reject all of those
ideologies made by men and not be taken captive by them.

God is with His people. And this isn't just true on Sunday mornings when we come to church. Jesus tells us in
Matthew 28:20 "I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Jesus is the Immauel, God with us. This is
real. It shows up on Monday morning and every other day, and in every situation in which we live.

. In chronic pain and sudden illness.

. During sleepless, anxious nights.

. In the waiting room when tests keep coming.

. Inside strained marriages—or lonely singleness.
. At the job that feels pointless or precarious.

. While herding toddlers, teens, or aging parents.
. In grief that lingers long after the funeral.

. Amid financial uncertainty and rising bills.

9. In secret battles with addiction.

10. When old sins replay in high-def guilt.

11. As we face exams, projects, performance reviews.
12. While scrolling headlines that rattle us.

13. On commutes and in checkout lines.

14. In church-hurt or ministry burnout.

15. When faith feels dry and prayers echo back.
16. Under temptation to compromise integrity.

17. While making big, unclear decisions.

18. In cultural hostility for following Jesus.

19. Doing mundane chores and tasks.

20. At life’s final breath.
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Wherever you placed your finger in that list, the caption reads: The God of my Father has been with me.
Close:

To those still exploring faith in Jesus: If you’ve wondered whether life is ruled by blind chance or by an aloof
deity who set the world spinning and walked away, Genesis 31 offers a different story. Here we meet a God who
sees every unfair wage, hears every anxious thought, and steps into real history to protect an ordinary, imperfect
man named Jacob. That same God has stepped even closer to you in Jesus, trading heavenly distance for human
flesh and promising, “I am with you always.” You don’t have to clean yourself up, untangle every doubt, or
outsmart life’s Labans before you come; the invitation is simply to trust the One who already knows the details
and still pursues you with covenant love.



To the seasoned believer: Jacob’s testimony, “The God of my father has been with me,” is your story too—but
now amplified in Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit. For years the Spirit has quietly tallied every slight,
guided countless decisions, and kept your faith when prayers felt unanswered. As He once multiplied speckled
flocks in Haran, He is still producing the fruit of the Spirit in your character—Ilove that forgives Labans,
patience that endures long assignments, self-control that sets holy boundaries. So resist the subtle slide into
self-reliance or nostalgia; lean afresh on the Spirit’s moment-by-moment presence, confident that the God who
authored your pilgrimage is still scripting grace into every mile that remains in front of you.

PRAY

LOOK BACK

How was your week? What is one thing you’re grateful for and one thing that challenged you?
How did you grow in obedience to Christ over the last week?

Where did you go to share the gospel or have a spiritual conversation with someone?

What is a sin you have been struggling with that you need to repent of?

LOOK UP

e REVIEW
o Divide Genesis 31:1-55 up among your group and read collectively out loud.



e DISCUSS

1.

Counter Worldviews of God being with us.

a. Inthe Sermon, there were 10 ideas of God’s presence with His creatures that contradicts
Genesis 31. Collectively provide the definitions of each idea and discuss the ones you are
the most familiar with and the least familiar with: (Definitions found in Sermon
Manuscript)

i. Deism
ii. Fatalism / Stoic Determinism
iii. Karma
iv.  Materialistic Naturalism
v. Pantheism
vi.  Polytheism
vii.  Prosperity-Gospel
viii.  Open-Theism / Process Theology
ix.  Expressive Individualism.
X.  Moralistic Therapeutic Deism
False Worldviews in the Church.

a. Which of these false ideas of God’s presence do you see showing up in the church(the
church culturally, not necessarily in TJC context)? Which one of these ideas are personal
temptations for you when you are in seasons of struggling with God’s presence?

If my God were not on my side.....

a. Read verse 42 and discuss the things that led Jacob to say this. Ask people to share in
the group a story in their life that echoes this thanksgiving and humble response to life's
curveballs and attacks.

The Irony of Idols.

a. Discuss the irony found in the passage concerning Laban searching for his idol, and the

Living God sovereignly ruling this episode (vs 33-42).
20 Years of Mess.

a. Despite Jacob’s flaws, he faithfully served Laban for a very long time. What can we learn
about his long suffering and willingness to work and stay true to his commitment to
Laban? Are there some areas in your life that feel like “20 years of mess” that you need
God’s strength to endure?

Immanuel & Incarnation.

a. The fulfilment and confidence we have that God is with us is found in Jesus Christ. The
Incarnation not only reveals that He is with us (Matthew 1:23- Immanuel), but goes even
further! He became one of us and died for our sin. Let this truth bring lasting peace and
hope.



LOOK AHEAD

e BUILD UP | SEND OUT
o How are you making yourself known at church this week?
o How are you growing to know Christ better this week?
o How are you making Christ known this week?
e PRAYER
o Pray over any request from your group members.
o Pray for our team: Kendall Casto
o Pray for our replanters: Christ’s Fellowship
o Pray for our short-term teams:
m Central Asia departed September 25, 2025
m Rome Team departing on November 14, 2025
o Pray for our long-term units on the mission field:
m The Wilsons
m The Grays
m The Browns
o Pray for the unreached. Want to keep up with Unreached People Groups? Download the
Unreached of the Day App https://joshuaproject.net/pray/unreachedoftheday/app



https://joshuaproject.net/pray/unreachedoftheday/app

