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Check out the TJC Weekend Recap podcast for a more in-depth look at our sermons each week! 

The podcast is available on all streaming platforms!  

 
SERMON NOTES  

Sermon: 
It’s been a heavy week. We’ve watched as a young woman was killed on a bus in Charlotte, NC. Then we 
witnessed the murder of Charlie Kirk on a college campus in Utah. Simultaneously there was a school shooting 
in Denver. Just a few weeks ago, a man shot and killed students at a Minneapolis Christian school. It has been a 
week full of emotions: anger, sadness, fear, confusion, grief. Yes, people are killed every day in this country. 
Evil is not new. But we have set aside this Sunday to grieve, pray, and respond together because these events 
have shaken and grabbed the attention of the entire nation. They’ve made evil feel close. They’ve exposed the 
reality of ongoing issues and division in our country. 
  
Charlie Kirk was a Christian brother. He leveraged his life to spread the gospel and to engage the public square 
for truth. Many of us believed the things Charlie believed. Is that worthy of death in our country? Would people 
who disagree with us celebrate our murders? If Charlie had lived in Lebanon, he could have attended TJC. He 
was one of us. And the young woman in Charlotte breaks our hearts. She could have been someone’s daughter, 
someone’s wife or girlfriend, someone’s best friend. She was an innocent girl whose life was stolen. The 
children in Denver or Minneapolis school shootings could be our kids. This is why all this feels personal. 
  
I’ve had a hard time preparing this week because my mind and heart have been everywhere. 
So I’m going to highlight many angles and facets of everything going on, looking at God’s Word to find 
answers and hope in the midst of our emotions today. 
  
**Sin, Evil, and the Law** We live in a broken world because of sin. This is not Heaven—it is a fallen 
creation under the curse. Evil is real, and it wreaks havoc. The book of Judges sums up what happens when a 
society rejects God’s rule: “In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his 
own eyes.” (Judges 21:25) 
Friends, does that not describe our day? We live in a time where everyone does what is right in their own eyes. 
We call evil good and good evil. We celebrate rebellion against God and are shocked when chaos follows. When 
a society rejects God's rule, chaos follows. Because the world is fallen, God in His mercy gave us laws to 
restrain evil. He gave the government the sword to punish evil and reward good. Justice is not optional—it is 
the God-given duty of civil rulers. 
  
Romans 13:1-4 - Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except 
from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2Therefore whoever resists the authorities 
resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 3For rulers are not a terror to 
good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, 
and you will receive his approval, 4for he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, 
for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s 
wrath on the wrongdoer. 
  



 
1 Peter 2:14 - or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise those who do good. 
  
Governments, law, police officers, etc. are given by God for our good. But we live in a society that increasingly 
excuses wrongdoing. We frame criminals as victims, which erodes accountability. If you see them only as 
victims, you don’t punish them—you rehabilitate them endlessly. This is why violent offenders are back on the 
streets after dozens of convictions. We’ve stopped punishing criminals (doing justice) and we’ve moved to a 
rehabbing approach which doesn’t ever rehab, it just puts citizens in danger. We attempt to use social programs 
and outpatient therapy that refuses to treat these individuals as threats to society. We as Christians must speak 
out about real reforms in our criminal justices and healthcare systems so that real justice happens and people are 
protected from evil as much as possible. 
  
Justice is not optional. When courts and councils turn violent offenders loose, the vulnerable pay the price. This 
is a failure of government at every level—city, county, state, and federal. The government's first responsibility is 
to protect its citizens, to punish the evil and protect the innocent. When it fails to do this, the vulnerable suffer. 
The woman in Charlotte should have been safe. The man who killed her had no business being free. It’s time to 
ditch political correctness and demand leaders and institutions that protect citizens. People with mental illness 
that are risks to harm themselves and others need to be detained and institutionalized. This is one of the 
practical ways to love your neighbor. 
  
As Christians, we must not grow numb. We can’t stay silent. We must speak up for true justice, demand reform 
in our criminal justice and mental health systems that keep habitual violence off our streets, and vote for leaders 
who take this responsibility seriously and recognize the God-given role to bear the sword. 
  
Proverbs 21:15 - When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers. 
  
**Truth, Spiritual Warfare, and Christian Witness** Charlie Kirk was a warrior for truth. He believed that 
ideas should be debated—not silenced with violence. He fought for truth because he believed truth is what leads 
to a flourishing society. If we stop contending for truth, lies will prevail. For too long, many Christians have 
been silent in the face of insanity in our culture. Many have been afraid to vocalize opposition to the lies and 
denials of reality.  
 
And here’s one reason why: many Christians don’t feel comfortable calling out clear and present evil — both 
murder itself and the public celebration of murder. Why? Because they don’t want to appear partisan. But you 
don’t have to nuance things that aren’t nuanced. You don’t have to qualify everything by saying, “I know both 
sides have problems,” and you don’t have to caveat things into oblivion. 
 
Christians must speak with moral clarity. It is not more moral to be moderate. It is immoral to let your desire to 
be seen a certain way get in the way of being truthful and honest. We are called to uphold God’s truth as the 
highest good and let the chips fall where they may — speaking that truth in love. Many are being led astray 
because some Christian leaders teach that the sins of the mainstream left and the sins of the mainstream right 
are equal sins in opposite directions. But that is simply not reality. 
 
The visions being offered for our nation are not morally equivalent. We can have Christ or chaos. We can return 
to the Christian foundations and worldview that made our country great or we can descend into lawlessness 
(where everyone does what is right in their own eyes). We are choosing between two entirely different futures.  
Guys, it may sound awkward for a pastor to say this, but even our two political parties are not morally 
equivalent. Republicans are not the official party of Jesus (don't hear me say this). But the current state of the 
Democratic party is one at war with creational realities like what it means to be a man/woman, marriage, 
sexuality, the right to life in the womb. They do not possess the fortitude to make and uphold laws that protect 
citizens and safeguard the country. In fact, this week we witnessed people with progressive ideology try to 



 
suppress the story about the girl in Charlotte, many media, college professors, and others celebrated Charlie 
Kirk's murder.  
As Edmund Burke famously said: “The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do 
nothing.” 
  
Guys, there is no universe in which this kind of thing can be okay in our society. There is a battle for truth in our 
culture. There is a battle over which vision will prevail. 
  
But this is not just a cultural battle—it is a spiritual one. Scripture tells us we wrestle not against flesh and 
blood, but against the spiritual forces of evil. 
  
Ephesians 6:12 - For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly places. 
  
2 Corinthians 10:4-5 - For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to 
destroy strongholds. We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, 
and take every thought captive to obey Christ, 
  
What kind of ideology drives someone to murder a man because of his beliefs? That is not just politics—it is 
demonic. The hatred directed at Charlie and at faithful Christians comes because we stand on God’s Word. The 
dehumanization of image bearers of God that devalues human life is Satanic at its root. But we must not lose 
heart. He who is in us is greater than he who is in the world (1 John 4:4). Stephen was stoned for proclaiming 
Christ, but his death only fueled the spread of the gospel (Acts 7–8). 
  
But it is important to acknowledge that while there is a real enemy and real dangers in the world, we are not 
irreligious conservatives or purely political people. Our actions must come from the commands of our Lord. 
Jesus tells us to "love our enemies and pray for those who persecute us." (Matthew 5:44). That doesn't 
mean we can't protect ourselves. It doesn't mean we don't fight for justice in society, laws that bring human 
flourishing, and engagement in the public square. But what it does mean is we "do not overcome evil with 
evil, but with good." (Romans 12:21). Charlie was a great example of a Christian who shared his faith 
constantly. He spoke on campuses and events about his faith in Christ. He called people to trust Jesus, to 
recognize their need for Him, and to surrender. Charlie called young people to faith, to marriage and families, 
and to purpose. This is what all Christians believe and we should take the mantle of preaching that message 
loudly in the world. 
  
**Life, Death, and Hope in Christ** We each get one life. We cannot waste it. We cannot take it for granted. 
One day will be our last. Both that young woman and Charlie started their day unaware it would be their final 
one. One day it will be our day. This is why we must be ready to meet our Maker. 
1 Corinthians 15:3-4 - “Christ died for our sins… he was buried… he was raised on the third day.” 
  
Romans 5:8 - “But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 
  
John 3:16 - “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should 
not perish but have eternal life.” 
  
Christ is the Savior of sinners. He died and rose again to offer forgiveness and eternal life. When Charlie died, 
he was immediately with the Lord—whole, healed, joyful. But that doesn’t erase the pain of loss. It is right to 
grieve. It is right to lament. But we grieve with hope. We throw our weary hearts at the feet of Christ and trust 
Him to sustain us. 
  



 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-14 - “But we do not want you to be uninformed…that you may not grieve as others 
do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so…God will bring with 
him those who have fallen asleep.” 
  
Revelation 21:4 - “He will wipe away every tear…death shall be no more.” 
  
Psalm 34:18 - “The LORD is near to the brokenhearted.” 
  
2 Corinthians 1:3-15 - “The God of all comfort…comforts us in all our affliction.” 
  
 
Close: I want to close our time today with an invitation to pray. I want us to seek the Lord. He makes us a 
promise to us.  
 
2 Chronicles 7:14 - if my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my 
face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal 
their land.  
 
We are not Israel, but we are God’s people, called by His name. He tells us that if we humble ourselves, seek 
His face and turn from our wicked ways, that He will hear us from Heaven and will forgive our sin and heal our 
land.  
 
Friends, we need Him to heal our land. We will fight for reforms in our country. We’re not going to sit idly by 
anymore while our country descends into lawlessness. We’re going to raise our voices. We’re going to fight for 
justice and laws that protect citizens. But we are going to pray. We are going to beseech the Lord. He promises 
to hear us. 
 


