SERMON GUIDE

“Let the Word Dwell Richly”

Colossians 3:16

BE KNOWN

Take time to connect with your group.

Ask everyone about their week.

How are everyone’s marriages?

How are their children and/or grandchildren?
How is their work?

Are there any challenges they are facing?

KNOW

Summary of the Sermon

Colossians 3:16 — Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and
admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.

Thesis: The Word of Christ must dwell richly within us, shaping our minds, loves,
worship, and lives so that we become more like Christ and help others do the
same.

Ephrem the Syrian’s lifelong ambition was to help ordinary believers love Christ
deeply.

Point 1: Let the Word of Christ dwell richly in your life.

Point 2: Pay attention to what is discipling your heart.

Point 3: Don't measure significance by titles.

Point 4: Remember that truth should always produce love.

Discussion Questions



e What does Paul mean by “let the word of Christ dwell in you richly”?

o

o

Paul isn't merely commanding Christians to know the Word but to allow it to
take up permanent residence in them.
“Richly” indicates that the Word should have an abundant and pervasive

presence in our lives, not merely an occasional one.

e Why does Paul specifically call it “the word of Christ”?

o

Scripture is not merely a collection of moral principles. The Scriptures
testify about Christ, and the goal of Scripture is ultimately to bring us to
Him.

Biblical study should produce more than intellectual knowledge; it should
produce a deeper love for Christ, more faithful worship, and greater

conformity to the image of Christ.

e How should the Word of God change the way we live?

o

For Scripture to dwell richly in us, it implies that our understanding of
Scripture is not confined to just our study.

The Word of God should shape every sphere of our lives.

Therefore, we must not only read our Bibles, but read them with the goal of

allowing what we read to govern our lives.

e Why does Paul immediately connect the Word of Christ with “psalms and

hymns and spiritual songs?”

o

Paul connects Scripture with singing because singing is one of God's
means of teaching and admonishing His people.

Rightly knowing the Word of God should lead us into heart-felt worship.
When we sing together we are ministering to our hearts and catechizing

our minds.

e What does Ephrem'’s life teach us about allowing the Word to shape how we

interpret suffering?



o Ephrem experienced political instability, military conflict, and eventually
exile from his homeland. Despite these trials, he used Scripture to help
God's people interpret their circumstances.

o He taught believers to see difficult circumstances through the promises of
God.

o His life was a picture of the Word dwelling richly: God's Word was the
framework through which he interpreted all things.

e What does it mean to “Pay attention to what is discipling your heart”?

o Every person is shaped by the voices and influences they encounter.
Maturity requires intentional discernment about the things that are forming
our loves.

o Here are the diagnostic questions from the sermon to identify if something
is for our good:

m Does this make me think more about Christ?

m Does it make me more grateful for God's blessings?
m Does it help me enjoy God's creation?

m Does it make me more focused on myself?

e What is a practical step you can take after this?

MAKE KNOWN

PRAYER
e Open up the floor for everyone to share personal prayer requests.
e Pray:
o Over anything shared with the group
o Over each family in your group, that the Lord would continue shaping them
into the image of Christ
o Forour church

o For our elders



o For our missionaries

SERVING

e Are there opportunities in your group for you to make Christ known to each other

by serving each other?

e Has your group taken the opportunity to serve in a Serve the City ministry at TJC?

e Has your group taken the opportunity to serve on a Sunday at TJC?

If you need to reference the sermon manuscript you may find it here.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vT2HRltgiErJuutLnfAiaZF49Dn334U4qMrU1YuUbQsiWBW0uaE8aWwFMQO_jqQNBmwP7vJB88pHfPV/pub

