SERMON GUIDE

“Francis Bacon”

Proverbs 25:2

BE KNOWN

NEWS TO KNOW
e 2nd Saturday — September 12
e Serve Saturday — September 12

CONNECT WITH YOUR GROUP
e Ask everyone about their week.
e How are everyone’s marriages?
e How are their children and/or grandchildren?
e How is their work?

e Are there any challenges they are facing?

KNOW

SUMMARY OF THE SERMON

e Proverbs 25:2 - It is the glory of God to conceal things, but the glory of kings is to search things
out.

e Main Point: We glorify God by humbly and diligently searching out the truths found in creation,
while recognizing that knowledge must be joined with holiness.

e Bacon’s Four Idols:

Idols of the Tribe

Idols of the Cave

Idols of the Marketplace
o ldols of the Theatre

o O O

e Application: Glorify God through the work He has given you.
e Application: Marvel at the grandeur of God in creation.

e Application: Cultivate the discipline of curiosity.



e Application: Guard your heart, and when you fall, run to grace.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
e What does Proverbs 25:2 teach about God’s concealment and our search for knowledge?

o Concealment reflects the difference between the infinite Creator and finite creatures.
God’s hiddenness does not necessarily imply cruelty or absence. Human investigation
can express our dignity as image-bearers.

e How does searching for knowledge glorify God?

o We are commanded to love the Lord with all our heart, soul, and mind. Loving the Lord
with our minds means that we must push ourselves to know the Lord better intellectually.

e How should Christians understand the relationship between God’s Word and God'’s creation?

o Scripture and creation are distinct forms of revelation, but they are both ways in which
God reveals himself to us. Nature cannot reveal everything necessary for knowing God
or the gospel. However, because both have the same Author, we should learn from both
of them, and our understanding of one should not contradict the other.

e Which of Bacon’s four “idols” most affects you?
o Tribe: shared human tendencies such as confirmation bias and imagined patterns.

o Cave: the influence of personal background, personality, experiences, and admired
teachers.

o Marketplace: confusion or manipulation caused by language.

o Theatre: inherited systems that are treated as reality rather than examined
interpretations.

e What does Bacon'’s life suggest about glorifying God through ordinary or work?

o Our vocation can glorify God by pursuing truth, goodness, and beauty. Our faithfulness
includes both the purpose of our work and the means we use.

e What are ways in which your vocation specifically glorifies God?

e Based on this sermon, what is a practical step you can take to grow further into the image of
Christ?



MAKE KNOWN

PRAYER

e Open up the floor for everyone to share personal prayer requests.

e Pray:

o
o

o

SERVING

Over anything shared with the group

Over each family in your group, that the Lord would shape them into the image of Christ
For our church

For our elders

For our missionaries

e Are there opportunities in your group for you to make Christ known to each other by serving
each other?

e Has your group taken the opportunity to serve in a Serve the City ministry at TJC?

e Has your group taken the opportunity to serve on a Sunday at TJC?

If you need to reference the sermon manuscript you may find it here.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vSzeaDv0lE-TVI9T4wkWG_SDahn_eefo-bOcyvOVqHxfP5JmFQAgIMUVHiOKkxEkopEWdjQDvL4S_sc/pub

