SERMON GUIDE

“Martin Niemoller’

Acts 5:29

BE KNOWN

NEWS TO KNOW

Worship Night — August 30
2nd Saturday — September 12
Serve Saturday — September 12

CONNECT WITH YOUR GROUP

Ask everyone about their week.

How are everyone’s marriages?

How are their children and/or grandchildren?
How is their work?

Are there any challenges they are facing?

KNOW

SUMMARY OF THE SERMON

Acts 5:29 - But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men.

Main Point: When the voice of man contradicts the voice of God, Christians must speak out and
obey God whatever the costs. And when we discover we have failed, the same Jesus who
forgave Peter when he failed stands ready to forgive us when we do.

Application: Don't simply believe in Jesus as your personal Savior, submit to Him as King in
everything.

Application: Build up your "no" muscle.

Application: Endure hardship with faith.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

What does it mean to “obey God rather than men?” What does it not mean?



o God is the Christian’s highest authority, so no human authority can require what God
forbids or forbid what God commands.

o Peter was not rejecting all authority. The Sanhedrin possessed legitimate human
authority, but their authority was subordinate to God’s.

o This principle is not permission to resist whenever we disagree with authority; it applies
when obedience to human authority would require disobedience to God.

e How can we discern whether an authority is actually asking us to disobey God?
o The conflict must be evaluated by Scripture firstly.
o A genuine conflict exists when an authority requires sin or prohibits faithfulness to Christ.

o Humility and wisdom help us distinguish biblical conviction from pride, fear,
stubbornness, misplaced loyalty, etc.

e What does it mean to exercise your “no” muscle? Do you struggle with being a people
pleaser?

o Faithful obedience requires us to deny sinful desires and resist social pressure to
contradict God.

o Small acts of self-denial prepare us for moments when faithfulness carries a greater cost.
e What can Niemdller’s early support for Hitler teach us about misplaced loyalty?

o A movement can appeal to legitimate concerns while demanding compromises that
oppose Christ.

o We must be sure that we are evaluating all things with the same biblical lens. We cannot
allow ourselves to be compromised by movements that are right on some things but
force us into disobedience on others.

e What does Niemoller’s postwar confession teach us about repentance?

o Courage does not erase our previous failures. Genuine repentance names the wrong
honestly rather than hiding behind our current faithfulness.

o Niemdller accepted personal and corporate responsibility instead of placing all the blame
on evil leaders.

e Based on this sermon, what is a practical step you can take to grow further into the image of
Christ?



MAKE KNOWN

PRAYER

e Open up the floor for everyone to share personal prayer requests.

e Pray:

o
o

o

SERVING

Over anything shared with the group

Over each family in your group, that the Lord would shape them into the image of Christ
For our church

For our elders

For our missionaries

e Are there opportunities in your group for you to make Christ known to each other by serving
each other?

e Has your group taken the opportunity to serve in a Serve the City ministry at TJC?

e Has your group taken the opportunity to serve on a Sunday at TJC?

If you need to reference the sermon manuscript you may find it here.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vSyXlWghUCUctjlUdT2NPgZ0UwxzKlc9KT5m2eirSRzu6CJ2e1iDeX0BvPMX9c5lT2475CaX3GiR2Qw/pub

