
 
 
 
 
 
 

Check out the TJC Weekend Recap podcast for a more in-depth look at our sermons each week! 

The podcast is available on all streaming platforms!  

 
SERMON NOTES  

Larry opened up our new series last week, Coram Deo, and did a phenomenal job. He laid out that we 

are supposed to live our lives, Coram Deo, before the face of God. The premise here is that it is to be 

every sphere of life, not just our church lives or devotional lives. We are to see every aspect of life, not 

from the framework of secular and sacred, but from the perspective that everything is an opportunity to 

present ourselves to God. 

 

Romans 12:1 -- I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as 

a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 

 

This is our spiritual worship. We present our bodies as a living sacrifice. This means every area of life 

that we live is to be done before the face of God, a spiritual act of worship. This shouldn't be a shocker 

to us. This is what we were made for in the Garden. We were made as physical creatures to live in a 

physical world. We have souls and live in a spiritual world as well. We don't flip back and forth between 

those things. They are infused together. We are creatures who have both body and soul. And we live in 

a physical world that is both material and spiritual. This is why everything we do in this world is spiritual 

at its core, not just singing worship songs, praying, or reading the Bible. 

 

We've unfortunately embraced a dichotomy that separates those two things. And even worse, we've 

been taught and conditioned to see the spiritual as superior and the physical as something we put up 

with until we go to Heaven. Friends, this is not biblical. That idea is a functional Gnosticism. Many 

Christians today operate with this view. We minimize the physical things, or you might even call them, 

"things of earth." We treat 'things of earth' as inferior, though necessary parts of living.  

 



 
I'll give you an example of how this has crept its way into our teaching, vernacular, and theology. Many 

of you know the famous hymn "Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus" (which was originally titled: The Heavenly 

Vision). It was written in the early 1900s by Helen Lemmel. You know the words:  

 

Turn your eyes upon Jesus, 

Look full in His wonderful face; 

And the things of earth will grow strangely dim 

In the light of His glory and grace. 

 

I have a love/hate relationship with this tune. I love it for encouraging us to turn our eyes upon Jesus. I 

love it for telling us to behold Him in all His glory (to look upon His wonderful face with the eyes of the 

heart). I love the nostalgia of singing and imagining being in the church with my grandmother as a kid. 

But here's what I have against it: it propagates this Gnosticism that has flooded Christian thinking. It 

suggests that as you turn your eyes to Jesus and behold Him, the things of earth will grow strangely 

dim (fade in importance, fade in concern). Guys, 'things of earth' include your marriage, raising kids, 

running your company, showing up to work on time, paying your bills, enjoying your favorite Mexican 

restaurant, going fishing, working on your jump-shot, staring at a sunset, dancing with your friends, 

learning complicated math, and more. Are you telling me that the Christian message is that as you turn 

to Jesus, your marriage will grow strangely dim, that enjoying the ocean will grow strangely dim, that 

leading your organization well will grow strangely dim? No. Things of earth grow strangely bright as we 

turn our eyes upon Jesus. I truly hope 'things of earth' never grow strangely dim because this is the 

place we were made and commanded to take dominion over. We are called to cultivate it and dress it.  

 

As Abraham Kuyper (a Cloud guy) taught..in every sphere of life. This includes politics, art, families, 

sports, and what we're talking about today: vocation and work. 

 

Exegesis 

Genesis 2:15 – The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep 

it.  

 

When we look at the source of where work and labor originates from, it is from God. God could have 

made the world and us in it without the need for labor. But He doesn't. He could have just given us 



 
everything we needed so that we didn't have to lift a finger. He could have made it where we spent all 

our hours singing songs to Him or praying or reading the Bible. But He didn't. He gave our first parents 

work.  

 

God puts created man in the Garden, not for a life of indolence, but of labor. Mankind is made in the 

image of a God who works. He rested from His works of creation, but He is at work all the time. 

Mankind does not thrive in idleness. Adam is tasked to improve the land and use it for meeting his 

needs. There is no sin. There is no curse. Man wasn't working as punishment, but as a command and 

for his good.  

 

It's so important to see how the Bible celebrates, promotes, and expects work from us as 

image-bearers.  

 

The 4th commandment tells us: Exodus 20:8-10 -- "Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, but 

the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God." 

 

Laboring is expected and commanded by God, balanced by a Sabbath. 

 

Work, even in a fallen world, is a gift from God. 

 

Colossians 3:23-24 -- "Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, knowing 

that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ." 

 

Work as worship — Christians serve Christ in all their work. 

 

2 Thessalonians 3:10 -- "If anyone is not willing to work, let him not eat." 

 

Paul emphasizes that work is a personal responsibility in the Christian community. 

 

Ephesians 4:28 -- "Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his 

own hands, so that he may have something to share with anyone in need." 

 



 
Not only is the thief told to stop stealing, he is told to work and labor with his own hands (the hands he 

used for stealing) so he can be generous to others (with those hands).  

 

Our work matters to God because all of the created order belongs to Christ, and we find in the creation 

account not just the anthropological truths that matter to this subject (mankind is an image bearer of 

God) but the ontological truths as well (our very being is connected to our pre-Fall mandate to be the 

workers and cultivators of God’s creation). 

 

Yes, sin enters the world and causes our work to be difficult and increases the challenges associated 

with it. It even leads to things like worshipping our work or neglecting it through laziness. But Jesus 

came not only to save us of our sins and promise a future world where sin will be no more, He himself 

came as an example of true humanity. By most scholars' accounts, Jesus worked carpentry because 

His adopted father, Joseph, was a carpenter by trade. He worked. He learned skills. He used tools. He 

made things with excellence that served people and made their lives better. Jesus not only comes to 

restore us to the Father, but sets us back on track to fulfill the Cultural Mandate to take dominion.  

 

The Great Commission isn't just about personal salvation but about restoring every area of life to 

Christ's lordship. All of Christ for All of Life: education, business, arts, politics, family. Work is not 

something we simply do to pass time. It's connected to God's purposes in making us. That's why all 

work is being performed by a human made in the image of God and for the benefit of humans made in 

the image of God. Our labor plays some part in the production of goods or services that meet human 

needs. And it matters to God. And it is a part of how we worship Him.  

 

The way you work as a Christian window washing company that honors the Lord isn't to name it "Jesus 

Loves You Window Washing" or to leave little cross streaks in the window. It's to clean the windows 

well and provide the customer with excellent service.  

 

What we've done is unconsciously breathed in the air that church work and vocational ministry is the 

true spiritual work and everything else like plumbers, IT support, welders, landscape companies, 

barbers, salesmen, and other types of everyday jobs are purely paycheck jobs. We believe God is 

interested in the real work (ministry) and everything else is what you do to make money before you get 

the weekend off. No, our work is one of the ways we take dominion.  



 
 

Timo, our facilities man here at TJC, has a plumbing business. The mission of his company: telling 

water where to go in Wilson Country & beyond. That’s dominion.  

 

Christian work is done with excellence. It is done with creativity and beauty in mind. It serves people's 

needs. It innovates and solves problems. It deploys the body and mind into action in ways that help us 

to flourish and bring us dignity. And it connects us to God's purposes in the world. The way we work 

and live showcases the kind of people we are and the kind of God we serve. Reframe your 

understanding of work from a mere job to a calling that reflects your God-given mandate to care for, 

cultivate, and rule over creation. Identify areas of your work where you can push back against the 

curse of sin and reflect God’s kingdom values. View your work as a way to disciple others—whether 

you are leading employees, mentoring coworkers, or serving customers. 

 

I believe one of the reasons we've developed this dichotomy about ministry work vs all other work is 

because we see Jesus call His disciples from their careers as fishermen and tax-collectors and call 

them into service with Him. So we conclude that's the real stuff. No, those men were chosen as 

apostles for a very specific work with the Lord Jesus. This was not to minimize their work as fishermen. 

But Jesus had a mission for them. Most Christians, historically and biblically, are not called out of work 

but called to follow Jesus in their work. Others point to Jesus at Mary and Martha's home. Mary is 

sitting at Jesus' feet and Martha is busy running around the house serving. Jesus said Mary did the 

better thing. Why? Not to minimize work around the house or imply we should neglect things in the 

home in order to sit with Jesus all day. It was understanding the moment. Mary chose the better thing 

at that moment. It was a moment of encounter, not a denigration of household work. Sometimes the 

best obedience is serving, sometimes it's sitting and listening — it requires wisdom to discern which in 

different occasions. 

 

Close 

Rather than seeing our lives through the lenses of sacred and secular, we need to see it through the 

lenses of holy and sinful, God-glorifying and Not God-glorifying. We are made to work and enjoy 

working. The Garden of Eden is referenced in other places in Scripture as "the Garden of the Lord." 

This is not just a place where they lived but lived and worshipped. Their work and life in the Garden 

weren’t separate from their worship. They went together. This is supposed to be the same for us. 



 
 

I've tried to drive the truth into your head today. Let me take a brief stab at your heart: 

 

●​ See your work as worship today 

●​ Repent of any laziness, carelessness, or pride 

●​ Renew your vision for why you labor (work is not temporary 

 

When you go to work tomorrow, will you see it as an act of worship? What would it look like if you 

remembered you are working in the very presence of God — for His pleasure — every day? 

 

Friends, when you step into your work tomorrow — whether it’s an office, a field, a classroom, a 

warehouse, or your own home — you are stepping into a sacred calling. Your work matters to God. It is 

not second-class to "ministry work." It is your ministry. See your job through heaven’s eyes. Repent if 

you've despised it. Rejoice if you love it. Renew your mind to realize: you are serving Christ in it. Work 

hard. Work joyfully. Work excellently. Work with the hope that one day, when the true King returns, He 

will say to His faithful stewards: "Well done, good and faithful servant." 

Have you been seeing your work as worship before God, or have you compartmentalized your faith 

from your work? 

 

Do you need God to renew your heart to see your job — whatever it is — as holy, sacred, and valuable 

to Him? 

 

Have you been tempted to idolize your work — finding your worth or identity in your success, 

achievements, or titles? 

 

Have you been treating your work carelessly or lazily, seeing it as meaningless instead of as an act of 

worship to God? 

 

Is there an area where you need to repent — either making too much or too little of your vocation — 

and ask God to realign your heart? 

 



 
Has your work been a source of frustration, failure, exhaustion, or even harm — and you need healing 

and fresh strength from the Lord? 

 

Are you discouraged in your work right now and need encouragement and prayer to endure faithfully? 

 

Have you been wounded by injustice, mistreatment, or hardship in your workplace and need God's 

healing and help? 

 

Are you sensing that God might be stirring your heart for a new calling, a new step of faith, or a new 

way to serve Him through your work — and you need clarity and courage? 

 

Are you facing a major work decision and want prayer for wisdom and discernment?  

 



 
 
 
 
 

●​ How was your week? What is one thing you’re grateful for and one thing that challenged you? 
●​ How did you grow in obedience to Christ over the last week?  
●​ Where did you go to share the gospel or have a spiritual conversation with someone? 
●​ What is a sin you have been struggling with that you need to repent of?  

 
 
 
 
 
 

●​ REVIEW  
○​ Read Genesis 2:15 and then have someone else in the group read it again, preferably 

from a different translation.  
○​ Additional Scripture  

■​ Proverbs 6:6-8  
■​ Proverbs 10:4  
■​ Proverbs 10:5  
■​ Proverbs 12:11 
■​ Proverbs 12:24  
■​ Proverbs 12:27  
■​ Proverbs 13:4  
■​ Proverbs 14:23  
■​ Proverbs 18:9  
■​ Proverbs 20:4  
■​ Proverbs 21:5  
■​ Proverbs 21:25-26  
■​ Proverbs 22:29  
■​ Proverbs 24:30-34 
■​ Proverbs 28:19  
■​ Ecclesiastes 3:13  

●​ DISCUSS  
○​ According to the sermon, what does it mean to live Coram Deo, and how should this 

shape our understanding of everyday life?  
○​ What is the danger of separating life into “sacred” and “secular,” and how does the hymn 

“Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus” illustrate this issue?  
○​ Why is viewing work as a form of dominion-taking important for Christians?  



 
○​ How do passages like Colossians 3:23–24 and Ephesians 4:28 reinforce the value and 

purpose of work in the Christian life?  
○​ What are some ways Christians mistakenly prioritize “ministry work” over other forms of 

work, and how does the sermon correct this?  
○​ How can seeing your job as a calling change your attitude toward work?  
○​ What does it look like to work “before the face of God” on a practical level?  
○​ What is a practical step you can take as a result of this sermon?  

●​ MEMORIZE 
○​ Colossians 3:23-24 -- "Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for 

men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You 
are serving the Lord Christ." 

 
 
 
 
 

●​ BUILD UP: How will you be built up this week? We have several discipleship opportunities for 
you to participate in.  

○​ Life Groups are a time and place to connect and learn to better follow Jesus together 
while abiding in Him. Life Groups are the primary means of disciple-making at TJC. Our 
groups focus on connecting, learning, following, and abiding. Groups meet weekly on 
various days/times across Wilson County. Contact Morgan Cates (morgan@tjclive.com) 
for more information.  

○​ MDWK is a time of education and growth in order to build up the Journey Church body. 
We offer a handful of intentionally chosen classes that cover a broad range of topics and 
are taught by quality teachers from within our congregation. Classes are at 6:30p every 
Wednesday. Contact Morgan Cates (morgan@tjclive.com) for more information.  

○​ TJC Women seeks to equip women to be rooted in the Word of God and bold in their 
faith. Our events and small groups focus on letting the gospel shape all spheres of our 
lives. Gather is the first Saturday of every month. Contact Laura DiLeonardi 
(laura@tjclive.com) for more information.  

○​ TJC Men exists to equip men to show Jesus as incomparably glorious in every sphere of 
their lives. The men’s ministry meets on the 2nd Saturday of every month at 8:00a in the 
student center. Contact Morgan Cates (morgan@tjclive.com) for more information.  

○​ TJC Students is passionate to see every parent equipped, every leader developed, and 
every student discipled into baptized, self-feeding, disciple making followers of Jesus 
who are letting the gospel shape every sphere of their lives. Our student ministry meets 
on Wednesday nights from 6:00p-7:30p for MDWK worship and Sunday mornings at 
8:30a and 10:00a for small group. Contact Larry Davis (larry@tjclive.com) for more 
information.  



 
○​ TJC Kids believes that the Gospel saves, sanctifies, gathers and sends. It is our desire to 

see our kids understand that the Gospel truly does change everything and we will do this 
primarily by teaching our kids to love Jesus, showing them they can have fun in the 
process, and making sure they stay safe. Contact Nick Judd (nick@tjclive.com) for more 
information.  

○​ TJC Young Adults exists to equip young adults ages 18 to 29 in becoming passionate 
followers of Jesus who enter their life in Christ. We do this through intentional 
relationships, fellowship, and worship centered around the gospel. The Fount meets 
Tuesdays at 7:00p. Contact Hunter Christian (hunter@tjclive.com) for more information.  

●​ SEND OUT: How do you plan to be sent out to engage the world around you? We have several 
opportunities for local and international missions.  

○​ For the City: Acts 1:8 calls us to be engaged where we live and among the nations. The 
people of TJC seek to bring truth, grace, and hope to Lebanon and the surrounding area 
by mobilizing the church to be salt and light, not only for the city, but for your city. Take 
part in faithfully and obediently using your gifts to declare God’s glory among those who 
are hopeless living among you today. Contact Jeff Long ( jeff@tjclive.com) for more 
information.  

○​ For the Nations: At TJC we exist to show Jesus as incomparably glorious to Lebanon and 
beyond. We are ambitious and passionate about strategically taking an active role in 
finishing the Great Commission as we actively pursue the unreached peoples of the 
world by mobilizing the entire church to pray, send, go and welcome international friends 
among us. Contact Shawn Casto (shawn@tjclive.com) for more information.  

●​ PRAYER 
○​ Pray over any request from your group members. 
○​ Pray for our staff: Greg McRay (Directional Elder)  
○​ Pray for our replanters: Christ’s Fellowship  
○​ Pray for our short-term teams:  

■​ Southeast Asia Team departing on May 25, 2025  
■​ Kenya Summer Trip departing on May 25, 2025  
■​ Philippines Team departing on June 21, 2025  
■​ Kenya Team departing on June 29, 2025  
■​ Europe Student Team departing on July 6, 2025  
■​ Indonesia Team departing on August 11, 2025  
■​ Rome Team departing on November 7, 2025  

○​  Pray for our long-term units on the mission field:  
■​ The Wilsons  
■​ The Grays  
■​ The Starks  

○​ Pray for the unreached. Want to keep up with Unreached People Groups? Download the 
Unreached of the Day App https://joshuaproject.net/pray/unreachedoftheday/app 

https://joshuaproject.net/pray/unreachedoftheday/app

