SERMON GUIDE

Coram Deo: Politics
Jeremiah 29:4-1

Check out the TJC Weekend Recap podcast for a more in-depth look at our sermons each week!

The podcast is available on all streaming platforms!

SERMON NOTES

One of the things that has always made the church stand out over the years is our willingness to say
things that many churches or Christians find taboo. We're not afraid to speak what we believe is true,
even if that leads some to leave TJC or some in the community to not be our biggest supporters. | do
not like the idea of creating "forbidden speech" rules, even if unwritten. Many Christians embrace
forbidden speech rules by believing certain things to be true (maybe with deep conviction), but are
unwilling to ever vocalize them out of fear of what people will say or do. Within the Christian
evangelical world, certain conferences and publishing houses will not touch you if you don't adhere to
a certain amount of gamesmanship with what you do and don't say. Nowhere is all this more true than
in the realm and subject of what we're discussing today: politics. We continue our series today: Coram
Deo (before the face of God). We've been studying areas of life, things of earth, that Christians tend to
embrace a Gnosticism about. We dismiss these things as not as important as spiritual things rather than
seeing all of them as a part of our spiritual worship (Romans 12:1). Instead of seeing our lives as a house
in which spiritual things gets a room and every other room are things like work and vocation, finances
and wealth, art and beauty, politics, we should see the house itself as a spiritual thing, something God

cares about, and something we steward for Him, and each room in it matters.

Exegesis

V4-6 — ? “Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent into exile
from Jerusalem to Babylon: ° Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat their produce. ¢
Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your daughters in

marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease.

This letter is written to the first wave of exiles in Babylon (around 597 BC), including King Jehoiachin

and the elite of Jerusalem. False prophets (e.g., Hananiah in chapter 28) were promising a quick return



to Jerusalem. Jeremiah is writing to correct this false hope. God's word is: You're going to be here for a
while. Settle down, dig in, and live faithfully. Notice that God takes credit for the exile (vs 4). This isn't
just geopolitical upheaval. It's divine providence. God disciplines His people but remains in covenant
with them. We have to recognize today that God is sovereign over the affairs of the state and world. He
places us in the cultural moments we find ourselves in (whether you like the circumstances or dislike
them). We are not here by accident. God is not only sovereign over salvation but in geography. Our zip
codes are divinely appointed. We as Christians are sent into the world like Christ (that's why we build
you up so we can send you out in faithfulness). We also see the Cultural Mandate is reaffirmed. Even
though the Israelites found themselves under pagan rule by the Babylonians, they were still to build,
plant, marry, multiply, and work. The commandment here mirrors the creation mandate (Genesis
1:26-28). The cultural work isn't suspended in exile. He reinforces it. We don't go on pause in pagan

lands. Vocation, work, family, productivity, and more remain sacred duties.

"The Prophet seems to recall them to the first institution of God when he says 'multiply there! He

shows that exile is not a void, but a continuation of divine calling." — John Calvin

V7 - “But seek the welfare of the city where | have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its

behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare.”

Babylon wasn’t neutral—it was hostile, filled with idolatry and injustice. And yet God says to seek the
city’s “shalom”—a radical command, since Babylon was the enemy and the instrument of God's
judgment. Shalom is more than peace. It means wholeness, prosperity, order, justice, and flourishing.
We do not merely co-exist or tolerate. We seek the flourishing of even hostile societies. This is a

cultural subversion through love and active presence.

"The Christian is not to retreat from the world, but to redeem the time--engaging even Babylon for the

glory of God." -- R.C. Sproul

The people are instructed to pray to the Lord on behalf of the city. We have an intercessory role as
God's people for where we live. They were commanded to pray for Babylon-their enemy-not against it.
Just like Jesus told us to pray for our enemies and bless those who curse us. Paul instructed Timothy

"pray for kings and all in authority".



"We are not to curse the darkness but bring the light. And prayer is the first act of rebellion against

despair." -- Martyn Lloyd-Jones

The welfare of the city leads to our welfare. Our fate is temporarily intertwined with the surrounding
culture. We should not think we can isolate ourselves from societal decay. Public policy, morality,
economics, etc. all impact us. We as the church are not called to simply survive Babylon. Babylon can

be better because of us, but that's only if we don't abdicate our role.

“If we are really to be citizens of the city of God, we must not ignore the affairs of the city of man.” --

Augustine

The modern Gnosticism we're trying to combat shows itself in slogans like, “Just preach the gospel,”

»n

“this world isn't our home,” “Jesus isn’t political,” "we don't follow a donkey or elephant, but a Lamb"
completely ignoring facts like "Jesus is King" and "Jesus is Lord" were political statements and realities
over society even before they are a private one for the individual. Christians, as part of the Cultural
Mandate given by God as a part of our mission and purpose, are to bring redemptive order to every
sphere, including governance and law. The Kingdom of God is not against earthly governance—it is

over it and calls nations to submission.

Now some believers struggle with embracing a role in the public square. Many tend to embrace the
"exiles in Babylon" analogy as the overriding framework for thinking about politics and culture. But we
shouldn't isolate it to the exclusion of all other biblical analogies. When 1 Peter talks about being exiles
He wrote to believers who were literal exiles under persecution, spread throughout the ancient world.
It should not be the only way we see ourselves in the world as believers. There are other really
important teachings in the New Testament needed too: victory, salt of the earth, light in the darkness,
leaven that works through the whole lump, discipling the nations, Ceasar being required to submit to
Jesus' lordship, the church as the New Covenant Israel called to claim the nations under the Promise to
Abraham, John the Baptist decrying godlessness of political leaders, Paul's attempts to aggressively

influence government officials, etc.



If exiles language is adopted exclusively it produces passivity and inaction rather than Kuyper's sphere
sovereignty and every square inch charge to us. Yes, our realities on the ground and being exiles not
yet in a redeemed world can temper our expectations, but it should not temper goals. For example, the
poor will always be with you (expectations) doesn't mean we don't do anything to help the poor or try
to eradicate it (goals). When Jesus says "My kingdom is not of this world," He tempers expectations, but
when He says to pray "your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven" He is

showcasing our goals.

But as a result of this exiles in Babylon identity and passivity it created, secular progressives discipled
people into political action (advancing LGBTQ causes, embracing abortion, promoting race-based
assessments rather than merit, etc), and many Christians were simultaneously discipled by churches
and evangelical leaders to demonstrate our holiness through political aloofness ("I'm neither left nor
right") and avoidance. As the two parties in our country grew more and more asymmetrical in their
moral positions and policy positions, we grew less clear and less vocal about it. This neglects our

Jeremiah 29 call to seek the peace of the city.

It's okay to admit that as Christians, we think it's best to treat true things as true (Christianity). So in
some way we want nations to do that. In addition to organizing our lives, families, and businesses
around the biblical and kingdom principles, we think it would be best for all people to organize
societies and nations around those principles as well. We do this through invitation not imposition. We
do it through persuasion and not force. Many respond to this with fear about what happens if Christian
ideals and principles infiltrate into a nation and then we are making laws to ban heavy petting between
a boyfriend or girlfriend or cussing or premarital sex or not attending church or whatever else. Here's
the deal, an American government that is so "Christian" that we're in danger of criminalizing sin is not

the universe that we live in right now as Christians in America.

Instead, we have a government that has been:

1. Redefining marriage

2. Federally pushing radical sex/gender ideology on a generation of children

3. Leveraging foreign aid funding to force countries who do not believe in LGBTQ ideology to adopt it
in their school systems

4. Funding the chemical castration of kids



5. Going full-send on infanticide and cheering it as a positive moral good

6. Enacting legislation that would take kids away from Christian parents who won't affirm their
transgender identity, and more. And for the record, there is currently only one party in our country
promoting all the things | just mentioned. And it may be unpopular to say that, and it may violate the

"forbidden speech" rule, but it's true.

So, yes, we are in Babylon as exiles. But as my friend, Andrew Walker says, Babylon exists within God's
created order. Even as exilic people living in a world with ideologies raised against the knowledge of
God, the church is called to bear faithful witness to the truths of nature that grace confirms and
promotes. Some churches try to not talk about these things because they're afraid it could hinder
evangelism. But we don't put evangelism in the first chair (Galatians 1:10 Am | trying to please man or
God? If I'm trying to please man, | am no longer a servant of Christ.). Our priorities are: 1. honor God, 2.
pastor and shepherd our people (which means discipling them in a Christian worldview for all of life),

and 3. reach the lost. We don't forsake 1and 2 in order to accomplish 3.

Application

1. Don't treat silence as faithful.
Non-engagement and silence on issues doesn't make you faithful. That doesn't mean you need to be
brash, loud, and crazy on social media. But don't swallow your words simply because it won't always be

popular.

2. Recognize Political Engagement as Love of Neighbor.
Policy affects people. Laws shape culture. Voting, speaking up, and showing up is one way to love your

neighbor.

3. Get Involved.

Run for school board, support godly candidates, join civic committees, show up at town halls, write
your representatives, etc. | had a convo with our State Representative recently at an event and he was
telling me about how his faith and walk with the Lord informed him getting into politics. We need more

godly people willing to do the same.

4. Reject Tribalism, But Not Partisanship.



You don't have to be above politics. It's okay to recognize that politics is how things get done, but be
biblically grounded within it. Be honest about moral clarity: not all positions or parties are equal under
God. No party is equal to being Christian or always right. Be honest. But don't be afraid to support

politicians or parties when their policies and platform match our vision for the flourishing of the city.

"Jesus is Lord" is the most political statement you could make. The implications is that we believe He is
not only Lord over salvation, but of everything. This must be true of us too. He cannot be simply a
Savior of your soul, but not the Lord of your life. | plead with you to align your life to His will and Word.
Put your faith in Him and call upon Him today. He is the world's true King and Lord. One Day all will

bow the knee, but we have the privilege of doing so willingly and gladly. Some of you need to do that.



LOOK BACK

How was your week? What is one thing you’re grateful for and one thing that challenged you?

How did you grow in obedience to Christ over the last week?
Where did you go to share the gospel or have a spiritual conversation with someone?

What is a sin you have been struggling with that you need to repent of?

LOOK UP

e REVIEW
o Read Jeremiah 29:4-7 and then have someone else in the group read it again, preferably
from a different translation.
o Additional Scripture

2 Kings 24
m Psalm?2
m Isaiah 47
m Matthew 5:44
m Romans 13:1-7
m 1Timothy 2:1-2
e DISCUSS

o What does Jeremiah 29 teach us about God's sovereignty over our circumstances and
placement in society?

o How does the sermon explain the continuity of the Cultural Mandate even in exile?
What does it mean to ‘seek the welfare of the city, especially in a hostile or secular
culture?

o How does the misuse of the ‘exiles in Babylon’ analogy lead to passivity in Christian
political engagement?

Why is political engagement framed as an act of love for neighbor?

o In what way does the sermon challenge the idea that ‘Jesus isn’t political’?

o What dangers are presented when Christians avoid political clarity for the sake of
appearing neutral or above the fray?

o How does the sermon balance the goals and expectations of Christian influence in
society?

o What is a practical step you can take as a result of this sermon?

e MEMORIZE



O

LOOK AHEAD

Romans 8:38-39 — For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor
things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord.

e BUILD UP: How will you be built up this week? We have several discipleship opportunities for
you to participate in.

o

Life Groups are a time and place to connect and learn to better follow Jesus together
while abiding in Him. Life Groups are the primary means of disciple-making at TJC. Our
groups focus on connecting, learning, following, and abiding. Groups meet weekly on
various days/times across Wilson County. Contact Morgan Cates (morgan@tjclive.com)
for more information.

MDWAK is a time of education and growth in order to build up the Journey Church body.
We offer a handful of intentionally chosen classes that cover a broad range of topics and
are taught by quality teachers from within our congregation. Classes are at 6:30p every
Wednesday. Contact Morgan Cates (morgan@tjclive.com) for more information.

TJC Women seeks to equip women to be rooted in the Word of God and bold in their
faith. Our events and small groups focus on letting the gospel shape all spheres of our
lives. Gather is the first Saturday of every month. Contact Laura DiLeonardi
(laura@tjclive.com) for more information.

TJC Men exists to equip men to show Jesus as incomparably glorious in every sphere of
their lives. The men’s ministry meets on the 2nd Saturday of every month at 8:00a in the
student center. Contact Morgan Cates (morgan@tjclive.com) for more information.

TJC Students is passionate to see every parent equipped, every leader developed, and
every student discipled into baptized, self-feeding, disciple making followers of Jesus
who are letting the gospel shape every sphere of their lives. Our student ministry meets
on Wednesday nights from 6:00p-7:30p for MDWK worship and Sunday mornings at
8:30a and 10:00a for small group. Contact Larry Davis (larry@tjclive.com) for more
information.

TJC Kids believes that the Gospel saves, sanctifies, gathers and sends. It is our desire to
see our kids understand that the Gospel truly does change everything and we will do this
primarily by teaching our kids to love Jesus, showing them they can have fun in the
process, and making sure they stay safe. Contact Nick Judd (nick@tjclive.com) for more
information.

TJC Young Adults exists to equip young adults ages 18 to 29 in becoming passionate
followers of Jesus who enter their life in Christ. We do this through intentional



relationships, fellowship, and worship centered around the gospel. The Fount meets
Tuesdays at 7:00p. Contact Hunter Christian (hunter@tjclive.com) for more information.

e SEND OUT: How do you plan to be sent out to engage the world around you? We have several

opportunities for local and international missions.

o

For the City: Acts 1:8 calls us to be engaged where we live and among the nations. The
people of TJC seek to bring truth, grace, and hope to Lebanon and the surrounding area
by mobilizing the church to be salt and light, not only for the city, but for your city. Take
part in faithfully and obediently using your gifts to declare God’s glory among those who
are hopeless living among you today. Contact Jeff Long (jeff@tjclive.com) for more
information.

For the Nations: At TJC we exist to show Jesus as incomparably glorious to Lebanon and
beyond. We are ambitious and passionate about strategically taking an active role in
finishing the Great Commission as we actively pursue the unreached peoples of the
world by mobilizing the entire church to pray, send, go and welcome international friends
among us. Contact Shawn Casto (shawn@tjclive.com) for more information.

e PRAYER

o

o
o
O

o

o

Pray over any request from your group members.
Pray for our staff: Matt Espenshade (Executive Pastor)
Pray for our replanters: Christ’s Fellowship
Pray for our short-term teams:
Southeast Asia Team departing on May 25, 2025
Kenya Summer Trip departing on May 25, 2025
Philippines Team departing on June 21, 2025
Kenya Team departing on June 29, 2025
Europe Student Team departing on July 6, 2025
Indonesia Team departing on August 11, 2025

m Rome Team departing on November 7, 2025
Pray for our long-term units on the mission field:

m The Wilsons

m The Grays

m The Starks
Pray for the unreached. Want to keep up with Unreached People Groups? Download the

Unreached of the Day App https://joshuaproject.net/pray/unreachedoftheday/app



