SERMON GUIDE

Coram Deo: Dominion
Psalm 24:1-2

Check out the TJC Weekend Recap podcast for a more in-depth look at our sermons each week!

The podcast is available on all streaming platforms!

SERMON NOTES

If you’ve been a Christian more than a week in today's world, you hear these whispers and you can feel
this tension. Pretty immediately, you will find lots of people who live in opposition to God. Who are
unmindful and unconcerned with Him. But here’s what | want to challenge you with this morning; These
same whispers come from within believers as well. Though all in Christ would close their ears to the
atheistical/apathetic statements about God | read above, | want you to see that we often struggle with

a practical atheism.

“Atheism is the spirit of every sin” - Stephen Charnock

Let’s take some inventory, and push back against that today, by understanding that not only does God
care about the things we do, every sphere of our lives, we will give an account for it. Christian’s are to

live everyday mindful of the reign of Christ in everyday life.

Coram Deo — What Does It Mean? Coram Deo means “Before the face of God”. Everything in life is
lived in the presence, under the authority, and to the glory of God. | don’t want us to reduce this
phrase to an omniscient God who merely sees, but a holy God who deeply cares about what you do in
the body, whether good or evil. Coram deo, is more than a phrase, but the very declaration of our
worldview. We are confessing and declaring that all of life is lived before the face of God. It pushes

back against the fragmented life many believers live: spiritual life over here,“real life” over yonder.

Sacred/Secular Divide

A dangerous dichotomy has arisen that attempts to separate the sacred from the secular.

Sacred: Things associated with God... prayer, worship, church, etc.



Secular: Things seen as disconnected from God... work, government, education, etc.

This divide led to the false belief that God’s reign only applies in “sacred” spaces like church, but not
in everyday life. It suggests that God’s sovereign reign is only applicable to “sacred” spaces and
functions, but does not reach over to everyday life as if God is both unconcerned and maybe even
unaware of what’s happening here on earth outside of church walls. At its core, the dichotomy
between the sacred and secular began with the dichotomy between human flourishing and God’s
glory. This dichotomy is downstream from the original dichotomy of joy & obedience. We see
passages like Colossians 3 and think Scripture is condemning taking the things of earth seriously. In
Colossians 3:1-2, Paul isn’t promoting escapism or a dualism that sees heaven as good and earth as
bad. Rather, “setting your mind on things above” means orienting your thoughts, desires, and values
around the risen Christ and His kingdom. Paul isn’t calling believers to withdraw from earthly life but
to reject the world’s corrupt values, like greed, pride, and idolatry. This doesn’t despise creation,
work, or relationships.He urges us to live all of life under Christ’s rule, bringing heavenly priorities into

earthly realities. Which is why that dichotomy is so bad. It nurtures a false belief of a divided life.

Now, though we may reject this theologically, you’d be surprised how much this western way of
thinking has subconsciously catechized you when it comes to disconnecting Christ from your
everyday life. This false divide leads believers to compartmentalize their lives and live as
“Christians” on Sundays but as “secular” individuals the rest of the week. This not only weakens
our Christian witness but also distorts the evidence of gospel transformation in every sphere of
our lives! Our gospel transformation is evident not only because we read our bibles, pray, and
fight against lust, pride, and believe the gospel, but also in the way we work, create, lead, and
navigate through politics & school. As believers, we must recognize that there is no

sacred/secular divide. Every arena of our lives, including work, art, politics, etc, belongs to God.

Exegesis

Psalm 24:1-2 — “The earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell

therein, 2 for he has founded it upon the seas and established it upon the rivers.”

1. The Divine Ownership of Creation



Psalm 24 opens with a theological cornerstone affirming God’s absolute sovereignty over all
creation. He says “The earth is the Lord’s”, expressing not merely a claim of authority but the
very assertion of ownership. Everything that exists belongs to Yahweh because He is the
Creator and Sustainer. God not only created all things but is actively upholding and governing it

by His power. Which brings me to the next thing we see.

2. The Scope of Divine Lordship

The phrase “and the fullness thereof, is teaching us that God is the keeper of the earth’s
resources, beauty, and productivity and everything that fills and sustains the planet. This rules
out any notion of natural autonomy or neutrality since creation is dependent on God’s
presence. All things, from the physical world to its invisible structures, are under God’s
sovereign domain. In contrast to the dichotomy | mentioned earlier, there is a sacredness of the
secular, for mundane vocations, economies, and cultures are part of God’s created order and
subject to His rule. Which by the way, completely shatters this modern secularism by asserting

that there is no neutral ground; all things are either in submission to Christ or in rebellion.

3. Universal Dominion

The scope extends from the material world to the inhabitants in this world. This clearly speaks to
God’s universal dominion over, not just the physical world, but the ones who are to tend to it
humanity. Not merely Israel but all nations, all peoples. In God’s common grace He exercises a
benevolent providence over all mankind, restraining evil and preserving creation, even among those
who do not belong to Him. No part of your life is exempt from God’s rule. Parenting, farming, coding,
singing, policymaking... These are all “earthly” tasks with heavenly significance. Therefore, all our life

is an opportunity to honor our Creator and live before His face.

“There is not a square inch in the whole domain of our human existence over which Christ, who is

Sovereign over all, does not cry: Mine!” — Abraham Kuyper

We need to recover what it truly means to live before the face of God in every sphere of life.

Those who dwell there in are creatures created by and for Him. God creates humanity in His



image, both male and female, and grants them dominion over the earth. He blesses them and

commands them to be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, and subdue it.

1. Presence — Created to Live Before God

Humanity is made in God’s image, distinct from all other creatures as the pinnacle of creation, to live
in relationship with Him. Our very design assumes we are always in His presence. Coram Deo begins
with identity: we are image-bearers meant to reflect God back to creation and live consciously before

Him.

2. Authority — Commissioned Under God

God entrusts humans with authority. Let’s not confuse this with autonomy. We are not the founders,
but instead the managers. We exercise stewardship under His rule, not apart from it. Dominion is

not license for self rule but a delegated authority, meant to reflect God’s just and wise governance.

3. Purpose - Living to the Glory of God

The call to fill and subdue the earth is not merely about population or productivity, but it’s about
expanding God’s reign through human flourishing. To live Coram Deo is to live every aspect of life like

work, relationships, creativity, with the intention of glorifying God in all things.

This was all God’s plan
e There was never a point in time where you did not exist in the mind of God.
e There was never a point in time where the world did not exist in his mind.
e There was never a point of time where you inside this world never existed in His mind
together.

e He neverimagined a world without you, and He never imagined you without this world.

| don’t think it is by coincidence that God created the world in need and He created Man with
purpose. None of this was a reactionary thought but God’s eternal intention. In His eternal wisdom, He

created a physical world and placed image bearers in it to fill it with His glory. God didn’t create



humans to escape the earth, but to shape it. And for our shaping of this world to be subject to His
rule. All of life, material, physical, cultural, is lived before the face of God. From eternity past, God
intended humanity to rule, build, create, lead and cultivate in His image. To recover the dignity of

earthly life is to recover true worship.

“There is no place so small that it escapes the gaze of God, and no task so mundane that it is

exempt from being worshiped.” — RC Sproul

At an apologetics training for our staff, Anthony Knight walked us through 6 questions, that at some

point in everyone’s life will begin asking that deserve satisfying answers:

—_—

Who am I?

How did we get here?

Is there a God? If so, how can we relate to Him?
What’s wrong with the world around us?

Is there purpose in this life?
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What happens after death?

These questions help shape how one understands life, purpose, morality, and eternity. Coram Deo is
the only worldview that can satisfy these questions since all of life is to be lived in every aspect of life
in the presence of, under the authority of, and to the glory of God who has made us for Himself. Each

of these questions reflects a core aspect of that framework:

Who am I? This speaks to identity. From a biblical perspective, humans are created in the image of

God (imago Dei), with inherent dignity, value, and purpose and morals.

How did we get here? This deals with origin. The Bible teaches that God created the universe and
everything in it. This challenges naturalistic or secular narratives and places human existence within a

divine context, emphasizing intentionality and design.

Is there a God? If so, how can we relate to Him? This is about theology and relationship, and

accountability. God not only exists but has revealed Himself through Scripture and, most personally,



through Jesus Christ. Relationship with God is central to the Christian life.

What’s wrong with the world around us? This points to objective morality and the standard of living.

This addresses the problem of sin and brokenness.

Is there purpose in this life? This points to meaning and divine intention. Meaning is not

self-generated, but discovered in aligning with God’s will.

What happens after death? This raises the question of destiny.

What Coram Deo emphasizes is that these are not just philosophical inquiries when we ask these
questions. They’re deeply spiritual, and how one answers them determines how they live “before the

face of God.”

Everything God does, including creation, is for the purpose of glorifying Himself.

The Westminster Shorter Catechism begins with:“What is the chief end of man?” “Man’s chief end
is to glorify God, and to enjoy Him forever.” This reality is not disconnected from the things we do

in the body.

Indifferent to gnosticism, the material world is not inherently corrupt or lesser than the spiritual realm.
Coram Deo insists that creation is good because God made it and called it good. As such, the material
world has intrinsic value and is to be enjoyed, cultivated, and stewarded. Work, art, science, and the
physical world are not “secular” distractions, but arenas for glorifying God. As Calvin says, “The whole
world is a theatre for the display of the divine goodness, wisdom, justice, and power, but the Church is
the orchestra, as it were—the most conspicuous part of it; and the nearer the approaches are that God
makes to us, the more intimate and condescending the communication of his benefits, the more

attentively are we called to consider them.”

The world is a stage where the glory of God is on full display. And we, as the church, play an
essential part, reflecting His glory to all in our presence. In essence, Coram Deo collapses the divide

between sacred and secular by reminding us that everything matters before God. Human flourishing



is not a competitor to God’s glory, it is one of its fullest expressions. We don’t want to be guilty of
looking at our earthly lives as a mere prelude to heaven. In light of God’s constant presence and
purpose, Coram Deo sanctifies all of life. There is no divide between the sacred and secular
because all life is sacred. Eating, working, parenting, governing, creating, etc, can all be holy acts
done under God’s gaze. We are called to push back against dualism, and live integrated lives where

worship and work are one.

Application

Take some inventory in places that you may have lived inside this dichotomy:

e Do you live as if some parts of your life are hidden from God’s presence?

e Do you separate your spiritual life (church, prayer, Bible) from your financial decisions,
relationships, or parenting?

e Do you only expect to meet God during your devotional time or Sunday worship, but not in
your commute, conversation, or work meeting?

e Do you carry a sacred awareness into secular spaces?”

e Do you slip into a different persona at work, school, or online and check your Christian
convictions at the door?

e Are you measuring success by the world’s metrics while unmindful of God’s reign?

e Are you chasing recognition, comfort, or productivity without considering what honors Christ?

e Do you view your daily roles as a stage for worship or just tasks to manage?

e Do you grumble through the monotony of caregiving, study, or work, thinking, it doesn’t matter
in eternity?

e Are you seeking God’s presence only in the ‘spiritual moments’ but not in mundane?

Ask yourself, Would | act, speak, or make this particular decision in this way if | visibly saw Christ in
the room? Well, he is in the room. Nothing is secular in a world where everything unfolds before
God’s face. That’s functional atheism, acting as though God isn’t watching. Don’t confine God’s
presence to ‘religious’ spaces or times. God is as present in your kitchen as He is in this sanctuary.
There’s no neutral ground, only ground where God is acknowledged OR ignored. Every calling is

sacred when lived before the face of a holy God.

Live as Redeemed Image Bearers who both enjoy and glorify God. 2 Corinthians 5:17 “If



anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation...” Christ doesn’t just save you for heaven, He
restores you to your calling on earth. Because of Jesus, we don’t have to escape the world to
be spiritual, but now fully engage the world as worshipers. Your work, your creativity, your
influence, your parenting, your workplace, etc. These are not distractions from your

spirituality; they are now your redeemed worship.

Think back to Psalm 24. It ultimately points to Christ. As the Creator and Sustainer of all things, the
earth is His by divine right. But in the incarnation, Christ becomes the true King who ascends the hill
of the Lord (vv. 3-10), fulfilling the psalm in His person and work. In Christ, the church inherits the
earth not through our own autonomous conquest, but through union with Christ the King. There’s an
eschatological hope of new creation, when Christ will fully reclaim the world for His glory, and listen
He never imagined that world without us either. Christ made it possible for us to live at the face of
God. Where Adam failed in his God given dominion, Christ, the perfect image of God would succeed.
Christ came to restore what sin had fractured. Through His life, death, and resurrection, Jesus
redeems not only our souls, but also our calling. The gospel doesn’t rescue us from creation; it
restores us to the better one. The one to come. You were not just saved from sin... you were saved
for something. That “something” is to live all of life Coram Deo, before His face, under His authority,
and for His glory. Recovering a theology of the earth is not a descent into worldliness, but a
treasuring Christ as King now in a world until He returns and makes new. Jesus perfectly fulfilled the
cultural mandate. He built, healed, taught, served, and ruled justly. At the cross, He bore the curse
that frustrated our dominion. Adam would endure thorns, sweat, and eventually death in the field
because of his sin. Christ would endure thorns, sweat, and death on a cross because of our sins. In
the resurrection, He inaugurated the new creation, commissioning us again with now a restored
purpose. Through Him, you are restored to live life Coram Deo: to reign, create, and worship before

the face of God.”



LOOK BACK

How was your week? What is one thing you’re grateful for and one thing that challenged you?
How did you grow in obedience to Christ over the last week?

Where did you go to share the gospel or have a spiritual conversation with someone?
What is a sin you have been struggling with that you need to repent of?

LOOK UP

e REVIEW

o Read Psalm 24:1 and then have someone else in the group read it again, preferably from

a different translation.

o Additional Scripture
Genesis 1:26-28
Psalm 73:11
Psalm 10:4
Romans 1:21
Isaiah 5:12
Jeremiah 5:12
Zephaniah 1:12
Malachi 3:14-15
2 Peter 3:4
Job 21:14-15

e DISCUSS

o What is meant by the phrase “practical atheism,” and how might believers fall into it
despite affirming belief in God?

o  What does the term Coram Deo mean, and how does it challenge the sacred/secular
divide?

o Why is the sacred/secular divide problematic for Christians, according to the sermon?

o How does Psalm 24:1-2 support the idea that all of life belongs to God?

o How does the sermon describe the relationship between God’s presence and human
purpose?

o How does recognizing God’s authority reshape the way we approach work, school, art, or
politics?

o According to the sermon, how do the six worldview questions connect to Coram Deo?

o How does the gospel restore us to live Coram Deo?



o

Why is it important to reject the idea that only “spiritual” moments matter to God?
What does it look like to “carry a sacred awareness into secular spaces”?

How can believers begin recovering a theology of the earth without descending into
worldliness?

What is a practical step you can take as a result of this sermon?

e MEMORIZE

o

1 Corinthians 3:7 — So neither he who plants now he who waters is anything, but only
God who gives the growth.

LOOK AHEAD

e BUILD UP: How will you be built up this week? We have several discipleship opportunities for
you to participate in.

o

Life Groups are a time and place to connect and learn to better follow Jesus together
while abiding in Him. Life Groups are the primary means of disciple-making at TJC. Our
groups focus on connecting, learning, following, and abiding. Groups meet weekly on
various days/times across Wilson County. Contact Morgan Cates (morgan@tjclive.com)
for more information.

MDWAK is a time of education and growth in order to build up the Journey Church body.
We offer a handful of intentionally chosen classes that cover a broad range of topics and
are taught by quality teachers from within our congregation. Classes are at 6:30p every
Wednesday. Contact Morgan Cates (morgan@tjclive.com) for more information.

TJC Women seeks to equip women to be rooted in the Word of God and bold in their
faith. Our events and small groups focus on letting the gospel shape all spheres of our
lives. Gather is the first Saturday of every month. Contact Laura DiLeonardi
(laura@tjclive.com) for more information.

TJC Men exists to equip men to show Jesus as incomparably glorious in every sphere of
their lives. The men’s ministry meets on the 2nd Saturday of every month at 8:00a in the
student center. Contact Morgan Cates (morgan@tjclive.com) for more information.

TJC Students is passionate to see every parent equipped, every leader developed, and
every student discipled into baptized, self-feeding, disciple making followers of Jesus
who are letting the gospel shape every sphere of their lives. Our student ministry meets
on Wednesday nights from 6:00p-7:30p for MDWK worship and Sunday mornings at
8:30a and 10:00a for small group. Contact Larry Davis (larry@tjclive.com) for more
information.

TJC Kids believes that the Gospel saves, sanctifies, gathers and sends. It is our desire to
see our kids understand that the Gospel truly does change everything and we will do this
primarily by teaching our kids to love Jesus, showing them they can have fun in the



process, and making sure they stay safe. Contact Nick Judd (nick@tjclive.com) for more
information.

TJC Young Adults exists to equip young adults ages 18 to 29 in becoming passionate
followers of Jesus who enter their life in Christ. We do this through intentional
relationships, fellowship, and worship centered around the gospel. The Fount meets
Tuesdays at 7:00p. Contact Hunter Christian (hunter@tjclive.com) for more information.

e SEND OUT: How do you plan to be sent out to engage the world around you? We have several
opportunities for local and international missions.

o

For the City: Acts 1:8 calls us to be engaged where we live and among the nations. The
people of TJC seek to bring truth, grace, and hope to Lebanon and the surrounding area
by mobilizing the church to be salt and light, not only for the city, but for your city. Take
part in faithfully and obediently using your gifts to declare God’s glory among those who
are hopeless living among you today. Contact Jeff Long (jeff@tjclive.com) for more
information.

For the Nations: At TJC we exist to show Jesus as incomparably glorious to Lebanon and
beyond. We are ambitious and passionate about strategically taking an active role in
finishing the Great Commission as we actively pursue the unreached peoples of the
world by mobilizing the entire church to pray, send, go and welcome international friends
among us. Contact Shawn Casto (shawn@tjclive.com) for more information.

e PRAYER

o

@)
@)
©)

o

O

Pray over any request from your group members.
Pray for our staff: Scott Marlow (Directional Elder)
Pray for our replanters: Christ’s Fellowship
Pray for our short-term teams:
Southeast Asia Team departing on May 25, 2025
Kenya Summer Trip departing on May 25, 2025
Philippines Team departing on June 21, 2025
Kenya Team departing on June 29, 2025
Europe Student Team departing on July 6, 2025
Indonesia Team departing on August 11, 2025

m Rome Team departing on November 7, 2025
Pray for our long-term units on the mission field:

m The Wilsons

m The Grays

m The Starks
Pray for the unreached. Want to keep up with Unreached People Groups? Download the
Unreached of the Day App https://joshuaproject.net/pray/unreachedoftheday/app



https://joshuaproject.net/pray/unreachedoftheday/app

