SERMON GUIDE
Easter 2025: The Vindicated King

Matthew 28:1-20

Check out the TJC Weekend Recap podcast for a more in-depth look at our sermons each week!
The podcast is available on all streaming platforms!

SERMON NOTES
Have you ever realized how quickly things get forgotten when they're no longer talked about? If

something isn’t passed down—explained, remembered, repeated—it doesn’t take long before it
vanishes from memory altogether. And sometimes, what was once everyday knowledge becomes
completely foreign to a new generation. Let’s have a little fun with this. | need a volunteer, born after
2005, to come up here real quick. | want to interview you to see how much of the “ancient past” you
know. | want to know if you’re familiar with the “olden days” as my girls call it. Okay, I'm going to ask

you a few simple questions. Let’s see how many you can get.

e What are the Yellow Pages?

e What is a Rolodex?

e \What does it mean to burn a CD?

e What is a collect call?

e Whatis a SEGA?

e Whatis dial-up?

e What does the phrase "Be Kind, Rewind" mean?
e What is a card catalogue?

e And finally... What is Blockbuster?

See what just happened? These aren’t ancient history. These are things that were once part of
everyday life. But if you didn’t live it... or someone didn’t teach you... you’d never know they existed—or
what they meant. In fact, this proves the old adage that we are always two generations from a belief
being completely forgotten or gone. It goes like this: One generation believes something. The next
assumes it. And the third forgets it. That’'s how quickly it happens. Now here’s why that matters this
morning: We can do the same thing with the Christian faith, and in particular, with Jesus’ resurrection.

We might say the words, “He is risen!” We might gather on Easter and celebrate the event. But do we



really know what it means? The resurrection isn’t just a miracle that happened long ago—it's a
declaration. It's a cosmic announcement. It’s a bold vindication. It says: Jesus is the King. He’s the
world’s rightful ruler. And the world will never be the same. If we forget that, we don’t just lose
trivie—we lose the meaning of Easter itself. We miss the most important message in the world. So
today, we’re going to reclaim the resurrection—not just as something that happened, but as the turning

point that changed everything.

Exegesis
Matthew 28:1-20 — ' Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary

Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And behold, there was a great earthquake,
for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone and sat on it.
® His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. * And for fear of him the
guards trembled and became like dead men. ® But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid,
for | know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. ¢ He is not here, for he has risen, as he said.
Come, see the place where he lay. ’ Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the
dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, | have told you.” 2
So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. ° And
behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came up and took hold of his feet and
worshiped him. ° Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to
Galilee, and there they will see me.” " While they were going, behold, some of the guard went into
the city and told the chief priests all that had taken place. ? And when they had assembled with
the elders and taken counsel, they gave a sufficient sum of money to the soldiers * and said, “Tell
people, ‘His disciples came by night and stole him away while we were asleep.’ ™ And if this comes
to the governor’s ears, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.” ™ So they took the money
and did as they were directed. And this story has been spread among the Jews to this day. "* Now
the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 7 And
when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. " And Jesus came and said to them,
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. " Go therefore and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, *°
teaching them to observe all that | have commanded you. And behold, | am with you always, to the

end of the age.”



So much emphasis in the last 200-300 years of Christian teaching has been on the redeeming power
of the cross (which is great), but it often treats the resurrection as an afterthought or an appendix of the
story. Any sense that the resurrection was actually the launching of new creation “on Earth, as in
Heaven” has in many places disappeared from the Christian message. Historians have tried to explain
and account for how Christianity rose and spread across the ancient world to become what it is today.
And the best explanation for the rise of Christianity and its spread around the world is that Jesus of
Nazareth really was alive bodily after his death, even though his bodily condition was transformed in
ways that nobody had expected. The reason we say "that nobody expected" is because while many
Jews believed in the resurrection of the dead, they believed in a resurrection at the end of the world,

not the resurrection of a man in the middle of history.

One of the things that most people don't recognize when they read the Gospels accounts of Jesus'
resurrection is the absence of any teaching about how Jesus' resurrection is the anchor for the
personal hope of the resurrection for believers. Paul and other New Testament authors love to make
the connection of how Jesus' resurrection is the hope of the Christian life for our own resurrection and
future glory. This is a crucial part of the Christian story and one of the big hopes promised through
Jesus' resurrection. But it is worth examining that Paul's letters were written prior (in terms of
chronologically) than the 4 Gospels. Yet, the Gospel writers focus less on the personal hope of the
resurrection for believers (none at all actually). Why is that? They see the resurrection as a vindication
of Jesus, the validation of his messianic claims, and the commissioning of His followers to announce to
the world its new Lord. It's not just a miraculous event. It’'s the turning point in history. God's new
creation promise is launched through Jesus and the resurrection vindicates His messianic identity and

establishes His kingship forever.

Implications of Jesus' Resurrection

1. The Resurrection Vindicates Jesus

Acts 2:22-36 — 22 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by
God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you
yourselves know— 23 this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of
God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. 24 God raised him up, loosing the pangs
of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it. 25 For David says concerning him, “

‘I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand that | may not be shaken; 26 therefore



my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; my flesh also will dwell in hope. 27 For you will not
abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One see corruption. 28 You have made known to me
the paths of life; you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 29 “Brothers, | may say to
you with confidence about the patriarch David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is
with us to this day. 30 Being therefore a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to
him that he would set one of his descendants on his throne, 31 he foresaw and spoke about the
resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption. 32
This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. 33 Being therefore exalted at the right
hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out
this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing. 34 For David did not ascend into the heavens, but
he himself says, “‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, 35 until | make your enemies
your footstool.” > 36 Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him

both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.”

Jesus claimed to be the Messiah, the Son of God—his resurrection is God’s public affirmation that
those claims were true. The resurrection isn’t an abstract miracle, but a divine verdict. The resurrection
is not about primarily showing "life after death," but about showing who Jesus is. The angel announces:
“He is not here, for he has risen, as he said.” That phrase—“as he said”—is the subtle note of

vindication. He said he would rise, and He did. Everything He claimed is how validated.

2. The Resurrection Launches God’s New Creation

John 20:1-18 — " Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it
was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. > So she ran and went
to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have
taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3So Peter went out
with the other disciple, and they were going toward the tomb. * Both of them were running
together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. > And stooping to look in,
he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in. ° Then Simon Peter came, following him,
and went into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying there, ” and the face cloth, which had been
on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen cloths but folded up in a place by itself.  Then the other
disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; ° for as yet they

did not understand the Scripture, that he must rise from the dead. ° Then the disciples went back



to their homes. " But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look
into the tomb. ? And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at
the head and one at the feet. ™ They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to
them, “They have taken away my Lord, and | do not know where they have laid him.” ¥ Having said
this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus. ™ Jesus
said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing him to be the
gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and |
will take him away.” *® Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in Aramaic, “Rabboni!”
(which means Teacher). "7 Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to me, for | have not yet ascended to the
Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, ‘| am ascending to my Father and your Father, to
my God and your God.’ ” ® Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the

Lord”—and that he had said these things to her.

Jesus’ resurrection is the first day of the new week—new creation has begun. Jesus is confused for
being the “gardener” in John’s Gospel for a reason. They are in a garden area, and He’s tending the
new creation. Jesus’ resurrection isn’t an escape from creation, but the renewal of creation—and He’s

the firstfruits.

3. The Resurrection Establishes Jesus as Lord of the World

Matthew 28:18-20 — ® And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. * Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, ?° teaching them to observe all that | have

commanded you. And behold, | am with you always, to the end of the age.”

All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to him. That’s kingship language. That’s
enthronement. That’s not just "I'm alive," but "l now reign." The commissioning is not about waiting for
heaven—it’'s announcing that a new King is on the throne. Easter is the start of the mission of the
church—not to get people to heaven, but to announce to the world that Jesus is King now. He
commissions his followers to go to the nations—not just to tell people he’s alive, but to make disciples

under his kingly rule.



4. The Resurrection Commissions Us to Join His Work

Luke 24:44-49 — * Then he said to them, “These are my words that | spoke to you while | was still
with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms
must be fulfilled.” *° Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, “° and said to them,
“Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, *’ and that
repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning
from Jerusalem. “® You are witnesses of these things. “° And behold, | am sending the promise of my

Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.”

Acts 1:8 — & But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my

witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

The risen Jesus sends his followers to be witnesses. This is not just good news to be believed, but a
new reality to live in and proclaim. A new king to bow the knee to. The resurrection is not just about
personal transformation, but world transformation through the people of God. The commissioning in
Matthew is not private or personal—it’s global. It answers the question: What now? It's the clearest

demonstration that resurrection leads to mission.

Application

1. You can trust everything Jesus said.

If Jesus said He would die and rise again—and did—then every word from His mouth is trustworthy. In a

world full of broken promises and false hopes, you can build your life on the words of Jesus.

e When He says, “Come to me, all who are weary,”—He means it.
e When He says, “I am with you always,”—you’re not alone.
e When He says, “/ go to prepare a place for you,”—your eternity is secure. This should affect how

we face anxiety, suffering, and uncertainty.

2. You’re not the king of your life—Jesus is.



The resurrection is not just good news—it’s royal news. Jesus reigns now. He’s not running for office.
He’s not taking votes. He’s ruling the universe. We must stop treating Jesus like a life coach and start

honoring Him as Lord.

e He has authority over your relationships, money, career, identity, morality, and time.
e Obedience isn’t optional—it’s the natural response to the King’s victory. This means reordering

your life under His rule—not just believing in Him but bowing to Him.

3. You have a mission in the middle of your ordinary life.

The resurrection doesn't just promise hope—it assigns responsibility. If Jesus is King, then every
sphere of life must come under His reign—and we’re His messengers. Your workplace, your family,

your neighborhood—they are not random. They are your mission field.

e Conversations with coworkers are chances to reflect your King.
e Parenting isn’t just about raising kids—it’s about discipling image-bearers.
e Friendship becomes a platform for pointing people to Jesus. Resurrection turns ordinary

moments into eternal opportunities.

4. You don’t fight for victory—you live from it.

Because Jesus is risen, the war is already won. You may face hardship, temptation, opposition, and

doubt—but you're not trying to achieve victory; you're walking from one.

e This gives you confidence to resist sin.
e Courage to face suffering.
e Patience when life feels stuck.

e Endurance when you want to quit.

You’re not defeated. You're walking with the King who conquered death.

5. You’re never alone in this mission.



The risen Christ isn’t just sending you—He’s going with you. You’re not trying to follow Jesus in your

own strength. He’s present in your parenting, your witnessing, your suffering, your failure.

e When you feel like you’re not enough—He is.
e When you’re discouraged—He strengthens.

e When you're weak—He's near.

Resurrection means God is not distant—He’s alive, involved, and with you.

The resurrection means Jesus is Lord, now. The world has a new ruler. His kingdom has begun. And

every Christian is called not just to believe that truth—but to live it, proclaim it, and advance it.



LOOK BACK

How was your week? What is one thing you’re grateful for and one thing that challenged you?
How did you grow in obedience to Christ over the last week?

Where did you go to share the gospel or have a spiritual conversation with someone?

What is a sin you have been struggling with that you need to repent of?

LOOK UP

e REVIEW
o Read Matthew 28 and then have someone else in the group read it again, preferably
from a different translation.
o Additional Scripture
m Mark 16
m Luke 24
m 1 Corinthians 15
o What big takeaways did you have from the sermon?
m  What did this teach you about God?
m  What did this teach you about man?
m What did this teach you about salvation?
e DISCUSS
o What is the danger of assuming instead of teaching the resurrection?
What does the angel mean by saying “He is not here, for he has risen, as he said”?
How does Peter in Acts 2 describe the resurrection?
Why is the resurrection not just about “life after death”?
Why does John highlight that Jesus rose on the “first day of the week”?
What does Jesus’ resurrection mean for creation itself?
How does the resurrection lead directly into mission?
What role does the Holy Spirit play in the mission that follows the resurrection?

o O 0O O O O O O

What does it mean to live from victory, not for victory?

o What is a practical step you can take as a result of this sermon?
e MEMORIZE

o Matthew 21:43 — Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you
and given to a people producing its fruits.



LOOK AHEAD

e BUILD UP: How will you be built up this week? We have several discipleship opportunities for
you to participate in.

o

Life Groups are a time and place to connect and learn to better follow Jesus together
while abiding in Him. Life Groups are the primary means of disciple-making at TJC. Our
groups focus on connecting, learning, following, and abiding. Groups meet weekly on
various days/times across Wilson County. Contact Morgan Cates (morgan@tjclive.com)
for more information.

MDWAK is a time of education and growth in order to build up the Journey Church body.
We offer a handful of intentionally chosen classes that cover a broad range of topics and
are taught by quality teachers from within our congregation. Classes are at 6:30p every
Wednesday. Contact Morgan Cates (morgan@tjclive.com) for more information.

TJC Women seeks to equip women to be rooted in the Word of God and bold in their
faith. Our events and small groups focus on letting the gospel shape all spheres of our
lives. Gather is the first Saturday of every month. Contact Laura DiLeonardi
(laura@tjclive.com) for more information.

TJC Men exists to equip men to show Jesus as incomparably glorious in every sphere of
their lives. The men’s ministry meets on the 2nd Saturday of every month at 8:00a in the
student center. Contact Morgan Cates (morgan@tjclive.com) for more information.

TJC Students is passionate to see every parent equipped, every leader developed, and
every student discipled into baptized, self-feeding, disciple making followers of Jesus
who are letting the gospel shape every sphere of their lives. Our student ministry meets
on Wednesday nights from 6:00p-7:30p for MDWK worship and Sunday mornings at
8:30a and 10:00a for small group. Contact Larry Davis (larry@tjclive.com) for more
information.

TJC Kids believes that the Gospel saves, sanctifies, gathers and sends. It is our desire to
see our kids understand that the Gospel truly does change everything and we will do this
primarily by teaching our kids to love Jesus, showing them they can have fun in the
process, and making sure they stay safe. Contact Nick Judd (nick@tjclive.com) for more
information.

TJC Young Adults exists to equip young adults ages 18 to 29 in becoming passionate
followers of Jesus who enter their life in Christ. We do this through intentional
relationships, fellowship, and worship centered around the gospel. The Fount meets
Tuesdays at 7:00p. Contact Hunter Christian (hunter@tjclive.com) for more information.

e SEND OUT: How do you plan to be sent out to engage the world around you? We have several
opportunities for local and international missions.

O

For the City: Acts 1:8 calls us to be engaged where we live and among the nations. The
people of TJC seek to bring truth, grace, and hope to Lebanon and the surrounding area
by mobilizing the church to be salt and light, not only for the city, but for your city. Take



part in faithfully and obediently using your gifts to declare God’s glory among those who
are hopeless living among you today. Contact Jeff Long (jeff@tjclive.com) for more
information.

For the Nations: At TJC we exist to show Jesus as incomparably glorious to Lebanon and
beyond. We are ambitious and passionate about strategically taking an active role in
finishing the Great Commission as we actively pursue the unreached peoples of the
world by mobilizing the entire church to pray, send, go and welcome international friends
among us. Contact Shawn Casto (shawn@tjclive.com) for more information.

e PRAYER

o

o
@)
@)

o

o

Pray over any request from your group members.
Pray for our staff: Jess Craven (Kids Ministry Strategist)
Pray for our replanters: Christ’s Fellowship
Pray for our short-term teams:
Southeast Asia Team departing on May 25, 2025
Kenya Summer Trip departing on May 25, 2025
Philippines Team departing on June 21, 2025
Kenya Team departing on June 29, 2025
Europe Student Team departing on July 6, 2025
Indonesia Team departing on August 11, 2025
m Rome Team departing on November 7, 2025
Pray for our long-term units on the mission field:
m The Wilsons
m The Grays
m The Starks
Pray for the unreached. Want to keep up with Unreached People Groups? Download the
Unreached of the Day App https://joshuaproject.net/pray/unreachedoftheday/app



https://joshuaproject.net/pray/unreachedoftheday/app

