
 
 
 
 
 
 

Check out the TJC Weekend Recap podcast for a more in-depth look at our sermons each week! 
The podcast is available on all streaming platforms!  

 

SERMON NOTES  
We’re meeting together tonight to remember what the Father did for us in sending His Son to die in our 

place and what the Son did for us in dying that we might live. The cross of Christ is the defining marker 

of our faith. John Stott once wrote, “The Christian community is a community of the cross, for it has 

been brought into being by the cross, and the focus of its worship is the Lamb once slain, now 

glorified.” In fact, throughout history, Christians have been referred to as the “people of the cross” often 

in a derogatory manner. Even in our current church age, which is full of error, heresy, and 

misunderstandings of what true Biblical Christianity is, the cross of Christ is often the great calibrator 

that brings the errors to light.  

 
False philosophies that are masquerading as Christianity  say that mankind is generally good and just 

needs the kind example of Jesus to reform us a little. The cross, to the contrary, says, mankind is so far 

beyond the repair of its own reforms, that it takes the death of the perfect God-Man to clear our guilt. 

There are others that say Jesus is a good teacher whose primary function for us is that of a role model, 

teaching us to serve one another and love our enemies with some worldly, hollow definition of love. 

The cross says, we are the enemies Jesus loved, and He loved us enough to die for us. His mission 

was not merely a mission of modeling better behavior, but a mission of torture and death – the torture 

and death that we, His enemies, deserved. Others still, say, God is never angry with us, for He is a God 

of love and only concerns Himself with justice as it relates to being charitable to the less fortunate. The 

cross says, God’s anger toward us burned white hot, and the only thing that could assuage Him is a 

sacrifice so pure that it has to flow from His very own being. 

 
We will celebrate Christ’s great victory in the resurrection in a few days. But tonight we will remember 

that the defining line between us and the rest of humanity who stands even now in their damnation is a 

symbol of torture and execution – the symbol of the cross – the symbol of the judgment poured out on 



the precious Son of God because the justice of God crashed into His immense love for sinners and the 

result was, as the angel of the Lord once said to Abraham, “God will provide Himself a sacrifice.” 

 

It is in remembering the cross that we remember who God is, who we are, how great our sin is, and 

the lengths to which He will go in His love to have us back. 

 

Exposition 

1 Corinthians 5:7-8 – Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you really are 

unleavened. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 8 Let us therefore celebrate the 

festival, not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of 

sincerity and truth.  

 

As we seek to remember the cross tonight, we’re going to look at a few things in this text, but I want us 

to focus on this idea of Christ being our Passover lamb. Notice that Paul doesn’t take the time to 

explain this reference here. There is something he expects his readers to understand as it relates to 

Jesus and the Passover lamb. Something that they would have understood because of the Old 

Testament teaching about the Passover. So what does it mean for Jesus to be our Passover lamb? 

 

Here’s a little context for the idea Paul is using. Allow me to start at the very beginning. The only true, 

perfect, and holy God created Adam and Eve to be His image-bearers to the rest of creation. They 

failed at that task and rebelled against Him, choosing instead to attempt to rule themselves rather than 

trust that their Creator knew what was best for them. After they sinned, God pronounced judgment, 

made a promise to restore everything one day, and covered them with animal skins as a symbol of Him 

covering their guilt and shame – a symbol of another dying in their place, that they might live. 

Humanity reproduces, and eventually God narrows down the family line through which the Savior 

would come – the one He promised would make everything better one day. That family line was 

Abraham’s. Abraham’s descendants ended up as slaves in Egypt for 400 years. God sends Moses to 

deliver His people, Israel (Abraham’s descendants). In the process of delivering Israel, God also 

punished Egypt and their false gods. The final judgment on Egypt was that the angel of death would go 

through all of Egypt and kill the firstborn of every household. God told Israel that if they sacrificed a 

lamb and painted the doorposts of their house with the blood of the lamb, the angel of death would 

pass over their houses and they would be spared the judgment of Egypt.  

 



There wasn’t anything magical about lamb’s blood; this wasn’t some superstitious ritual. This was a 

sign that God gave them to foreshadow what the Savior would later do. Their participation in this sign 

was an outward act of faith in the one true God. The book of Hebrews says that it was never the true 

function of the blood of animals to take away sins; they couldn’t. The animals sacrificed were pointers 

to the one true and lasting sacrifice of the life of Jesus. The Passover lamb was a marker of those who 

trusted in Yahweh, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Those who sacrificed the Lamb and applied 

the blood to their doorposts were those who said, “We trust God and need His deliverance.” This was a 

foreshadowing of Jesus, the Lamb of God, whose blood provides us with deliverance from the power 

and penalty of sin. When the final judgment comes, the one that we all deserve, we who have trusted 

in Jesus, the Lamb of God, will be passed over. 

 

This is the connection that Paul expects his readers to make in our passage when He says that “Christ, 

our Passover Lamb has been sacrificed.” The people are set free after that last judgment. But Pharaoh 

changes his mind and pursues them. They ended up caught between the most powerful army on the 

planet at the time on one side and the Red Sea on the other. Miraculously, God parts the Red Sea, the 

Israelites cross, and as the Egyptians follow, He brings the sea crashing down on them. After the 

people of Israel are led out of Egypt, God tells them to commemorate this event every year with a 

festival, a festival they will call The Passover. Ironically enough, after God miraculously delivers Israel 

from Egypt, the symbol that He gives them as a sign of that deliverance, as an identity marker for the 

community whom He has saved, is not a reference to the sea parting, but the Lamb slain before the 

sea parted. The people will remember what God did for them at the Red Sea, but the focal point that 

God gives them as that point of remembrance is the Lamb who was slain. The festival is given to them 

for the specific purpose of looking back on this.  

 

The Lord is telling His people: 

1.​ Remember that I rescued you, and you are mine. 

2.​ When you remember that, remember that it was because of the Lamb that died in your place.  

 

Just as they were told to celebrate the Lamb slain as an act of remembering God’s deliverance from 

Egypt, we are told to celebrate Christ slain as an act of remembering God’s deliverance from the power 

and penalty of sin. How does Christ’s death free us from the power and penalty of sin? 

 



It’s really quite simple. Adam sinned and, as the first human and the representative of the human race, 

he reproduced according to his kind, just like everything else in Genesis. So, all of his offspring are 

sinners – that’s all of us. Sin is more than bad choices; it is a moral cancer. Sin infects us. We sin 

because we are sinners. We are not as bad as we could be, but there is no part of us that is unaffected 

by sin. We are under its power because it is united to our very nature. That’s why there’s not a human 

to ever walk this earth, except Jesus the God-Man, who can live without sinning. We can’t save 

ourselves, we can’t deliver ourselves from sin’s power any more than Israel could have delivered 

themselves from the Egyptians. We are also under sin’s penalty. God is holy and just, and every one of 

our sins, are sins against Him. The moral standard that we constantly violate is His standard. The Bible 

says that we are His enemies because of our sin. We are under His condemnation because of His 

holiness and our sins.  

 

He cannot overlook them, He cannot sweep them under the rug, and He cannot change His moral 

standard. To do so would be to compromise His own holy character. This is the great dilemma of 

humanity. We are in need of atonement – of someone to step in and make peace between us and God 

by removing our guilt and satisfying justice. We are in need of liberation – of someone to come and set 

us free from the power of sin, so that having received atonement, we might be restored to the 

image-bearers we were made to be.  

 

Enter the cross. Jesus, as fully man, can offer Himself as a substitute for man, taking our guilt and 

condemnation. That’s why He went to the cross. As fully God, He is able to do this not just for one man, 

but for all who call upon Him in faith. Our sins are not swept under the rug, but fully punished in the 

person of Jesus. Therefore, God’s justice is satisfied. He can treat me as one without guilt, without the 

penalty of sin hanging over me, because Jesus took my guilt and my penalty in my place, and the 

judgment passed over me.  

 

Having done this for us, He then sends His Spirit to change us, to give us new hearts, what the Bible 

calls being born again. And these new hearts, coupled with His Spirit, free us from the power of sin. I’m 

no longer a slave to my evil desires. The Israelites had no idea they were living out an object lesson for 

those who would come after them. The Passover Lamb that saved the people from the penalty of sin 

when death passed over them, and the subsequent deliverance from the slavery of Egypt, saving them 

from the power of Pharaoh. They were told to remember these events and be identified as a people by 

them. 



 

We are people of the cross, just as the Jews were people of the Passover. It is in remembering the 

cross that we remember who God is, who we are, how great our sin is, and the lengths to which He will 

go in His love to have us back. And, it is because of these truths that we are people of the cross.  

 

Application 

1. People of the cross are to live as people who have been delivered by the cross. 

 

Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you really are unleavened. He tells us to 

cleanse out the old leaven, which is just a reference to sin, to fight sin in our lives, and to seek personal 

holiness and purity. How does he finish the sentence? “As you really are.” In other words, you have 

been set free from the power of sin by the cross. Live like you are what you are, what He has made 

you. Live like free people! For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. How can you live like 

free people? Because you have been set free. Remember the parallel here. You’ve been passed over 

for judgment. You’ve been led out of slavery – now live that way! 

 

2. People of the cross are to celebrate the deliverance of the cross. 

 

Let us therefore celebrate the festival, not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but with 

the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. There must have always been this sense of what I call 

“heavy joy” every Passover for the Israelites. Joy because they were remembering and celebrating 

their deliverance, but it wasn’t light. It was a heavy joy because they always had to associate that 

deliverance with the death of something else in their place. In their case, it was a lamb. In our case, the 

celebration of our deliverance is always associated with the death of the perfect, sinless Son of God 

who loves us more than we can fathom. And that’s the way it is for us every time we really meditate on 

the cross, isn’t it? There is the joy of being saved, forgiven, free, and reconciled to God, but there’s also 

the recognition that that joy came at the cost of the suffering, pain, betrayal, and blood of the Son of 

God. It’s a heavy joy. And this is what we’re here to celebrate and remember tonight. I told you that: It is 

in remembering the cross that we remember who God is, who we are, how great our sin is, and the 

lengths to which He will go in His love to have us back. 

 

What do we remember about each of these categories? 

●​ God is just. 



●​ We are hopeless sinners. 

●​ Yet, this just God loves sinners. 

●​ And He will stop at nothing short of sending His own Son to voluntarily die in our place to have 

us back.  

 

It is in remembering the cross that we remember who God is, who we are, how great our sin is, and the 

lengths to which He will go in His love to have us back. The Israelites looked back to the lamb who was 

slain to remember the deliverance of God. It was that moment, trusting in that blood that identified 

them as the people of God. We look back to the Lamb who was slain, Jesus, and remember the 

deliverance of God. Trusting in that shed blood identifies us as the people of God. So tonight is a night 

to remember what God has done to deliver us and to remember that we are to be identified by that. 

You who have trusted in Jesus, who have been reconciled to God, adopted into His family, given His 

Spirit and the hope of eternity with Him – you are His people. You belong to Him. You are set apart for 

Him because of what He has done for you. He has redeemed you with the blood of the Lamb of God. 

Every time you think of obeying God, of the things He calls you to, you are to associate that with this 

remembrance. He calls you to holiness because you are His, and you are His because He redeemed 

you with the blood of His Son, your Passover lamb. We are people of the cross. Dearly loved by the 

very God whom we made ourselves enemies of. May we live like people of the cross by remembering 

this.  

 



 
 
 
 
 

●​ How was your week? What is one thing you’re grateful for and one thing that challenged you? 
●​ How did you grow in obedience to Christ over the last week?  
●​ Where did you go to share the gospel or have a spiritual conversation with someone? 
●​ What is a sin you have been struggling with that you need to repent of?  

 
 
 
 
 
 

●​ REVIEW  
○​ Read 1 Corinthians 5:7-8 and then have someone else in the group read it again, 

preferably from a different translation.  
○​ Additional Scripture  

■​ Exodus 12:14 
■​ Exodus 12:24-27  
■​ Exodus 13:8-10  
■​ Deuteronomy 16:12  

○​ What big takeaways did you have from the sermon? 
■​ What did this teach you about God?  
■​ What did this teach you about man?  
■​ What did this teach you about salvation?  

●​ DISCUSS  
○​ What does it mean to be “people of the cross”?  
○​ How does the cross challenge the false views of human nature and God presented in the 

world today? 
○​ Why is Christ referred to as our Passover Lamb, and what is the significance of this title? 
○​ How does Paul connect the Old Testament Passover to the Christian life in 1 Corinthians 

5:7-8? 
○​ The sermon described “heavy joy” as the appropriate response to remembering the 

cross. What does that mean, and how should it impact our worship and daily lives? 
○​ What does it look like to “live like free people” as those delivered by the cross? 
○​ How does remembering the cross help us understand the character of God more clearly? 
○​ How does the connection between the Passover and the cross highlight the continuity of 

God’s redemptive plan throughout Scripture? 
○​ What practical steps can we take to “cleanse out the old leaven” in our lives today? 

●​ MEMORIZE 



○​ Matthew 21:43 – Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you 
and given to a people producing its fruits.  

 
 
 
 

●​ BUILD UP: How will you be built up this week? We have several discipleship opportunities for 
you to participate in.  

○​ Life Groups are a time and place to connect and learn to better follow Jesus together 
while abiding in Him. Life Groups are the primary means of disciple-making at TJC. Our 
groups focus on connecting, learning, following, and abiding. Groups meet weekly on 
various days/times across Wilson County. Contact Morgan Cates (morgan@tjclive.com) 
for more information.  

○​ MDWK is a time of education and growth in order to build up the Journey Church body. 
We offer a handful of intentionally chosen classes that cover a broad range of topics and 
are taught by quality teachers from within our congregation. Classes are at 6:30p every 
Wednesday. Contact Morgan Cates (morgan@tjclive.com) for more information.  

○​ TJC Women seeks to equip women to be rooted in the Word of God and bold in their 
faith. Our events and small groups focus on letting the gospel shape all spheres of our 
lives. Gather is the first Saturday of every month. Contact Laura DiLeonardi 
(laura@tjclive.com) for more information.  

○​ TJC Men exists to equip men to show Jesus as incomparably glorious in every sphere of 
their lives. The men’s ministry meets on the 2nd Saturday of every month at 8:00a in the 
student center. Contact Morgan Cates (morgan@tjclive.com) for more information.  

○​ TJC Students is passionate to see every parent equipped, every leader developed, and 
every student discipled into baptized, self-feeding, disciple making followers of Jesus 
who are letting the gospel shape every sphere of their lives. Our student ministry meets 
on Wednesday nights from 6:00p-7:30p for MDWK worship and Sunday mornings at 
8:30a and 10:00a for small group. Contact Larry Davis (larry@tjclive.com) for more 
information.  

○​ TJC Kids believes that the Gospel saves, sanctifies, gathers and sends. It is our desire to 
see our kids understand that the Gospel truly does change everything and we will do this 
primarily by teaching our kids to love Jesus, showing them they can have fun in the 
process, and making sure they stay safe. Contact Nick Judd (nick@tjclive.com) for more 
information.  

○​ TJC Young Adults exists to equip young adults ages 18 to 29 in becoming passionate 
followers of Jesus who enter their life in Christ. We do this through intentional 
relationships, fellowship, and worship centered around the gospel. The Fount meets 
Tuesdays at 7:00p. Contact Hunter Christian (hunter@tjclive.com) for more information.  

●​ SEND OUT: How do you plan to be sent out to engage the world around you? We have several 
opportunities for local and international missions.  



○​ For the City: Acts 1:8 calls us to be engaged where we live and among the nations. The 
people of TJC seek to bring truth, grace, and hope to Lebanon and the surrounding area 
by mobilizing the church to be salt and light, not only for the city, but for your city. Take 
part in faithfully and obediently using your gifts to declare God’s glory among those who 
are hopeless living among you today. Contact Jeff Long ( jeff@tjclive.com) for more 
information.  

○​ For the Nations: At TJC we exist to show Jesus as incomparably glorious to Lebanon and 
beyond. We are ambitious and passionate about strategically taking an active role in 
finishing the Great Commission as we actively pursue the unreached peoples of the 
world by mobilizing the entire church to pray, send, go and welcome international friends 
among us. Contact Shawn Casto (shawn@tjclive.com) for more information.  

●​ PRAYER 
○​ Pray over any request from your group members. 
○​ Pray for our staff: Jess Craven (Kids Ministry Strategist)  
○​ Pray for our replanters: Christ’s Fellowship  
○​ Pray for our short-term teams:  

■​ Southeast Asia Team departing on May 25, 2025  
■​ Kenya Summer Trip departing on May 25, 2025  
■​ Philippines Team departing on June 21, 2025  
■​ Kenya Team departing on June 29, 2025  
■​ Europe Student Team departing on July 6, 2025  
■​ Indonesia Team departing on August 11, 2025  
■​ Rome Team departing on November 7, 2025  

○​  Pray for our long-term units on the mission field:  
■​ The Wilsons  
■​ The Grays  
■​ The Starks  

○​ Pray for the unreached. Want to keep up with Unreached People Groups? Download the 
Unreached of the Day App https://joshuaproject.net/pray/unreachedoftheday/app 

https://joshuaproject.net/pray/unreachedoftheday/app

