SERMON GUIDE

Hebrews: Christ Our Intercessor
Hebrews 7:20-28

Check out the TJC Weekend Recap podcast for a more in-depth look at our sermons each week!
The podcast is available on all streaming platforms!

SERMON NOTES
In recent weeks, we've instituted a time of prayer at the end of our services where folks who need

prayer stand and members of the body will pray for them by name and intercede to the Lord on their
behalf. It is a powerful thing. One of the things that is mind-blowing to me is that most people will go
through their whole lives and never hear another person pray to the Lord for them by name. We have
plenty of people say they'll pray for us. And there are those who likely pray for you each day in their

time with the Lord. But to hear someone else pray for you is special.

As a pastor who does a lot of praying for people. | still find it meaningful to hear others pray for me. For
that reason, and many others, we will continue doing that and making that a part of our time of worship

and gathering as a body before the Lord.

But there is something even more incredible to consider. If you are a Christian. If you have put your
faith in Jesus and trusted Him for your salvation. Then the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the One
who walked on water, raised Lazarus from the dead, multiplied the loaves and the fish, and more...died
for your sins, knows you by name, and talks to the Father on your behalf. He brings you up by name.
He tends to your needs. What does that do in your heart? How does that stir your soul? Wouldn't it be
crazy if you could hear it? The pastor and missionary from the 1700s, Robert Murray M'Cheyne brought
this reality into focus when he said this: "If | could hear Christ praying for me in the next room, | would

not fear a million enemies. Yet distance makes no difference. He is praying for me."

Today we are looking at the reality that Jesus today is in Heaven interceding for us as our Great High

Priest.

Exegesis



We're continuing the line of argument the Hebrew writer is making to show us that Jesus is a priest,
greater than the Levitical priests. He is a priest in the order of Melchizedek, meaning, from God and not
from ancestry. Last week | showed how all of this is a part of him making the argument that Jesus is
better than what came before and all of it is in service to helping us draw near to God with hopeful

expectation.

Today, we continue the argument, but lock in on Jesus' ministry of intercession for His people.

1. The Oath of God

V20-22 - ?° And it was not without an oath. For those who formerly became priests were made
such without an oath, ' but this one was made a priest with an oath by the one who said to him:
“The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind, ‘You are a priest forever.’ ” 22 This makes Jesus

the guarantor of a better covenant.

Jesus' priesthood is confirmed with an oath, unlike the Levitical priests. The Levitical priesthood was
established by hereditary succession, without any divine oath, meaning it was inherently temporary
and weak (cf. Heb. 7:18-19). However, Christ’s priesthood is grounded in the unchangeable decree of
God (Psalm 110:4), ensuring its permanence and superiority. The term "guarantor of a better covenant"
(v. 22) is crucial in covenant theology: Jesus not only mediates the New Covenant but ensures its
fulfillment through His priestly work. This points forward to the superiority of the New Covenant. This is
the first mention of the word "covenant" in Hebrews, but it sets up where his argument is going that we

will get into this more next week in Hebrews 8.

2. The Permanence of Christ’s Priesthood

V23-25 - 2 The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death from
continuing in office, ?* but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues forever. 2°
Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since

he always lives to make intercession for them.

Aaron was the first in the line of people that would serve in the high priesthood throughout the
wilderness wanderings. But one day, Moses takes Aaron and his son Eleazar to the summit of Mount
Hor and Moses stripped Aaron of his garments and put them on Eleazar (Numbers 20:28). Aaron died

that day on the mountain. Moses and Eleazar came down the mountain together and Eleazar served



the people as high priest. But eventually he was replaced by his son and on down the line. The Jewish
historian in the first-century, Josephus, says there were 83 different high priests that served from Aaron
all the way to the fall of the Second Temple in 70AD. The Hebrew author points to this reality. They all
died. They all had to be replaced.

But Jesus' priesthood is eternal. If you grasp the eternal permanence of Christ and his priesthood, then
you will grasp the eternal permanence of your salvation. This is what Jesus meant when he said, “lt is
finished” (John 19:30). The sacrifice was perfect, complete, finished, and never to be repeated. It’s valid
for you forever. Christ’s priesthood is superior because he will never die and so continues in office
permanently — forever. He ensures our never-failing acceptance before God.

These are glorious realities. He cannot be prevented by death from serving. He holds his priesthood
permanently. He continues forever. He always makes intercession for us. A priest who never dies, a

salvation that never fails — he was and is a superior priest.

So the Hebrew author's argument in our passage and previous passages so far is: Christ is a superior

priest today over all priests because...

e he has an indestructible life;

e he was installed with a divine oath;

e he was perfectly sinless;

e his perfect sacrifice, therefore, was himself;

e it was once for all at the cross, never to be repeated; and

e its saving, interceding effect is forever.

3. The Perfection of Christ’s Work

V26-28 - *® For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, innocent,
unstained, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. ?’ He has no need, like those
high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then for those of the people, since he
did this once for all when he offered up himself. ? For the law appoints men in their weakness as
high priests, but the word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son who has been

made perfect forever.



Unlike sinful human priests, Jesus is holy, blameless, and offers a once-for-all sacrifice. These verses

reinforce why Christ is the only suitable High Priest:

e Moral purity: He is "holy, innocent, unstained." Unlike human priests, Christ is sinless.

e Heavenly exaltation: He is "exalted above the heavens," emphasizing His divine nature and
ascension.

e Once-for-all sacrifice: Unlike the repeated animal sacrifices, Christ’'s offering is final and

complete.

This final verse also contrasts the weakness of the law with the strength of God's oath in Christ. The

Levitical priests were weak and sinful, but Jesus, the divine Son, is the perfect and eternal High Priest.

Application

1. Propitiation for Our Offenses Because Jesus is a superior priest, he has propitiated our sins.
Propitiation is an important word because it names an important reality. And the reality is that the
sacrifice of animals could not repair the injury that our sins have done to the worth, beauty, and
greatness of God. God’s infinitely valuable name and honor have been defamed, belittled, and
dishonored thousands of times in your life and mine by how little we have loved him. Only one sacrifice
can repair such an offense against infinite worth — namely, an infinite sacrifice, the sinless Son of God.
Propitiation is the reality that when He died everything that was needed to repair the injury to God’s
glory was accomplished. His wrath was propitiated once for all, His justice was satisfied, and a
complete and final payment was made for all who would draw near to God through Him. Propitiation is
finished. It’s perfect. It will never be repeated. Never again will there be wrath toward those who draw

near to God through Jesus.

2. Forgiveness of Our Sin Because Jesus is a superior priest, he puts away all the sins of his
people.

This is not the same as propitiation. This is based on propitiation. First, Christ pays the penalty for our

sins, satisfies God’s justice, and removes his wrath. Then, because all accounts are settled, Christ takes

away the burden of our sins. You really can enjoy a clear and unburdened conscience.

3. Permanence of Our Salvation



Because Jesus is a superior priest, he provides eternal salvation. Obedience is how we respond when
Christ says, “Trust me. Treasure me above others. Draw near to God through me.” What else would we
want to do with such a superior priest but obey His commands? And by that trust, we have eternal

salvation.

4. Help for Our Weaknesses
Our salvation is eternal not only because the sacrifice was perfect and once for all but also because
Jesus lives forever. Jesus will never cease to be our perfect advocate before the Father. And the

Father will thus never cease to be our friend, our Father.

One of the ways we are helped each moment of each day is Jesus never ceases to intercede before
the Father on our behalf. He lives continuously to intercede for us. This theme is not found in Hebrews
alone, Paul mentions it in Romans 8:33-34, "Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God
who justifies. Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was

raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us."

These words are believed to be an early confession of faith in the church. So not only was it vital in that
confession to acknowledge the death, resurrection, and enthronement of Christ, they made mention of
his ministry of intercession. Isaiah 53:12 references the Servant of the Lord who makes "intercession for
the transgressors." But it's also the actions and teaching of Jesus during His earthly ministry that

teaches us about this too.

During the Last Supper, Jesus tells Peter that Satan has demanded to have him. What a terrifying
thought. Satan had a target on Peter, even while Jesus was walking on Earth. Satan's desire was to sift
Peter like wheat. What does that mean? He wanted to violently shake Peter to separate the grain from

the chaff. To see what was there. To expose him. But Jesus tells Peter:

Peter would fail and even deny Jesus three times. But unlike Judas, he did not fail ultimately. He
returned. Jesus knew he would. Why? Because He had interceded for him. And His intercession is
effective. Friends, if you wonder what form Jesus' heavenly intercession for you takes, what better
answer can be given than He still does for His people at the right hand of God what He did for Peter on
earth? So, preach to yourself: “I have a priest who lives forever and saves to the uttermost.” Preach to

yourself: "l have a priest who intercedes for me and all my needs."



"It is a consoling thought that Christ is praying for us, even when we are negligent in our prayer
life; that He is presenting to the Father those spiritual needs which were not present to our minds
and which we often neglect to include in our prayers; and that He prays for our protection against
the dangers of which we are not even conscious, and against the enemies which threaten us,

though we do not notice it. He is praying that our faith may not cease, and that we may come out

victoriously in the end." -- Louis Berkhoff



LOOK BACK

How was your week? What is one thing you’re grateful for and one thing that challenged you?
How did you grow in obedience to Christ over the last week?

Where did you go to share the gospel or have a spiritual conversation with someone?

What is a sin you have been struggling with that you need to repent of?

LOOK UP

e REVIEW
o Read Hebrews 7:11-19 and then have someone else in the group read it again, preferably
from a different translation.
o Additional Scripture
Psalm 103:12
Isaiah 38:17
Micah 7:18-19
Luke 22:32
Hebrews 2:17
Hebrews 4:15-16
Hebrews 5:9
m Hebrews 9:25
o What big takeaways did you have from the sermon?
m  What did this teach you about God?
m What did this teach you about man?

m What did this teach you about salvation?

e DISCUSS

o How does the priesthood of Jesus differ from the Levitical priesthood?
What does it mean that Jesus “always lives to make intercession” for us?
How does Jesus’ eternal priesthood impact our salvation?
What is the significance of Jesus being made a priest by God’s oath?
What does it mean that Jesus’ sacrifice was “once for all”?
How does Jesus' intercession relate to Peter’s experience in Luke 22:31-327?
How should we respond to the truth that Jesus is our eternal High Priest?
How does knowing that Jesus intercedes for you affect your daily life?

o What is a practical step you can take as a result of this sermon?
e MEMORIZE

O O O O O O O



o 1Peter 4:8 — Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a
multitude of sins.

LOOK AHEAD

e BUILD UP: How will you be built up this week? We have several discipleship opportunities for

you to participate in.

o Life Groups are a time and place to connect and learn to better follow Jesus together
while abiding in Him. Life Groups are the primary means of disciple-making at TJC. Our
groups focus on connecting, learning, following, and abiding. Groups meet weekly on
various days/times across Wilson County. Contact Morgan Cates (morgan@tjclive.com)
for more information.

o MDWK is a time of education and growth in order to build up the Journey Church body.
We offer a handful of intentionally chosen classes that cover a broad range of topics and
are taught by quality teachers from within our congregation. Classes are at 6:30p every
Wednesday. Contact Morgan Cates (morgan@tjclive.com) for more information.

o TJC Women seeks to equip women to be rooted in the Word of God and bold in their
faith. Our events and small groups focus on letting the gospel shape all spheres of our
lives. Gather is the first Saturday of every month. Contact Laura DiLeonardi
(laura@tjclive.com) for more information.

o TJC Men exists to equip men to show Jesus as incomparably glorious in every sphere of
their lives. The men’s ministry meets on the 2nd Saturday of every month at 8:00a in the
student center. Contact Morgan Cates (morgan@tjclive.com) for more information.

o TJC Students is passionate to see every parent equipped, every leader developed, and
every student discipled into baptized, self-feeding, disciple making followers of Jesus
who are letting the gospel shape every sphere of their lives. Our student ministry meets
on Wednesday nights from 6:00p-7:30p for MDWK worship and Sunday mornings at
8:30a and 10:00a for small group. Contact Larry Davis (larry@tjclive.com) for more
information.

o TJC Kids believes that the Gospel saves, sanctifies, gathers and sends. It is our desire to
see our kids understand that the Gospel truly does change everything and we will do this
primarily by teaching our kids to love Jesus, showing them they can have fun in the
process, and making sure they stay safe. Contact Nick Judd (nick@tjclive.com) for more
information.

o TJC Young Adults exists to equip young adults ages 18 to 29 in becoming passionate
followers of Jesus who enter their life in Christ. We do this through intentional
relationships, fellowship, and worship centered around the gospel. The Fount meets
Tuesdays at 7:00p. Contact Hunter Christian (hunter@tjclive.com) for more information.

e SEND OUT: How do you plan to be sent out to engage the world around you? We have several
opportunities for local and international missions.



o

For the City: Acts 1:8 calls us to be engaged where we live and among the nations. The
people of TJC seek to bring truth, grace, and hope to Lebanon and the surrounding area
by mobilizing the church to be salt and light, not only for the city, but for your city. Take
part in faithfully and obediently using your gifts to declare God’s glory among those who
are hopeless living among you today. Contact Jeff Long (jeff@tjclive.com) for more
information.

For the Nations: At TJC we exist to show Jesus as incomparably glorious to Lebanon and
beyond. We are ambitious and passionate about strategically taking an active role in
finishing the Great Commission as we actively pursue the unreached peoples of the
world by mobilizing the entire church to pray, send, go and welcome international friends
among us. Contact Shawn Casto (shawn@tjclive.com) for more information.

e PRAYER

o
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Pray over any request from your group members.
Pray for our staff: Jackie Cornett (Kids Ministry Assistant)
Pray for our replanters: Christ’s Fellowship
Pray for our short-term teams:
Southeast Asia Team departing on May 25, 2025
Kenya Summer Trip departing on May 25, 2025
Philippines Team departing on June 21, 2025
Kenya Team departing on June 29, 2025
Europe Student Team departing on July 6, 2025
Indonesia Team departing on August 11, 2025

m Rome Team departing on November 7, 2025
Pray for our long-term units on the mission field:

m The Wilsons

m The Grays
m The Starks
Pray for the unreached. Want to keep up with Unreached People Groups? Download the

Unreached of the Day App https://joshuaproject.net/pray/unreachedoftheday/app


https://joshuaproject.net/pray/unreachedoftheday/app
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