GROUP LEADER GUIDE

Hebrews: Draw Near to God
Hebrews 7:11-19

Check out the TJC Weekend Recap podcast for a more in-depth look at our sermons each week!
The podcast is available on all streaming platforms!

SERMON NOTES
| want you to imagine for a moment that | took my phone and | turned around to take a selfie with the

room. And let's say | had the ability to AirDrop it to each of you immediately with a click of the button.
And everyone pulled their phones out to open it. What is the first thing you do when you open the

picture? You find yourself and zoom in. You look at yourself.

Why? Because we all go through life looking through the lenses of ourselves. It's natural. Your POV is
always yours. This is one of the reasons why as | prepare sermons and work on the message each
week, one of the questions I'm asking as | read and prepare is: how does this speak to people where
they are? | can't just come in here and give a history lesson or make some cool points. There has to be
a "so what?" explained. There has to be something about the text and sermon that targets you in your

real life. It can't just be, "here's what the Hebrew text says." It has to answer the "so what?" question.

In our passage today, and particularly in this entire section of Hebrews, we get some very complex,
logical arguments about Jesus' priesthood. There's a lot of comparing and contrasting, but the "so
what" and zoom in on the picture moment is about "drawing near to God." Drawing near to God, and

the privilege we have of drawing near, is something crucial to grasp today.

Exegesis

Last week, the Hebrew writer set up the fact that Jesus is a priest forever after the order of
Melchizedek. Melchizedek is greater than the Levitical priests. Levi, in the loins of Abraham
(represented by Abraham) is present when Abraham tithes to Melchizedek and receives a blessing
from him. So Melchizedek is greater. He is the superior. But now the Hebrew writer is going to show

how that makes Jesus, who is greater than Melchizedek, also greater than the Levitical priests.



The people of God have always recognized that God is working a plan for the world. There has never
been any sense that things were just sort of unfolding haphazardly. No, God is working His plans and
purposes in the world. He says as much all throughout Scripture. For those who lived under the law of
Moses, it would have been easy to suppose that the way to share in that great plan was simply to be a
part of the community that focused its life on the Temple, and relied on the sacrifices offered by the

Levitical priests, descended from Aaron, who descended from Levi.

V11 -- Now if perfection had been attainable through the Levitical priesthood (for under it the
people received the law), what further need would there have been for another priest to arise after

the order of Melchizedek, rather than one named after the order of Aaron?

Perfection was not able to be accomplished through the Levitical priests. People received the law and
the sacrifices, but those never provided perfection. If they had, there would not have been need for
another priest to arise after the order of Melchizedek (Jesus). He is proclaiming that Christ brings an
end to the Levitical priesthood, the backbone of Jewish society and a major feature of the covenant
had made with Israel. We need to take a moment to appreciate this. The sacrificial system was set up
by God. It was for the sake of the people so they could be acceptable in God's sight. We have more
weeks to keep exploring this as it will continue for more chapters, but it is crucial to recognize why this
would have been so hard for Jews, even now Christian Jews, to grasp this. The Levitical priests
represented the people of Israel before YHWH. And what is the Hebrew writer telling them? A greater

priesthood exists. Jesus' priesthood is superior.

V12 -- For when there is a change in the priesthood, there is necessarily a change in the law as

well.

A change in the priesthood necessarily brings change in the law as well. A lot of the Mosaic law was
connected to the Levitical priesthood. There were so many laws on sacrifice, discerning what was
clean from unclean, purification rites, and more. All of this was about being presentable before God.
But the priesthood and law were unable to obtain perfection. If they could have, there would have
been no need for a Messiah to come and serve as a mediator between God and His people. The word
"change" here means to "put one thing in place of another" The older Levitical system knew and
understood itself to be temporary and provisional. The Old Testament prophesies the necessity of the

New. One commentator remarked that if a man knew nothing of the Christian faith or even Judaism, or



the history of the church, were given a copy of the Old Testament, and read it carefully, the first
question would be, "Where's part two?" The reason is because so much of the Old Testament is
showing us things that point beyond themselves. There is an anticipation of the imperfect becoming

perfect. The shadows give way to the substance.

V13-14 -- ™ For the one of whom these things are spoken belonged to another tribe, from which no
one has ever served at the altar. ™ For it is evident that our Lord was descended from Judah, and in

connection with that tribe Moses said nothing about priests.

Jesus, the one all this is about, did not belong to the tribe of Levi. He was from the tribe of Judah.
Nobody from the tribe of Judah had ever served in a priestly role. But Jesus does come from Judah
and nowhere does Moses ever prescribe that priests will come from there. In other words, God

obviously has done a new thing.

V15-17 - ™ This becomes even more evident when another priest arises in the likeness of
Melchizedek, " who has become a priest, not on the basis of a legal requirement concerning bodily
descent, but by the power of an indestructible life. " For it is witnessed of him, “You are a priest

forever, after the order of Melchizedek.”

This new thing is clear in the fact that Jesus arises in the likeness of Melchizedek. Jesus is not a priest
by lineage, but by the power of an indestructible life, meaning his resurrection from the dead. He lives.
He is a priest forever. Then the Hebrew writer quotes Psalm 110:4. In other words, God revealed this
through His Word. The expectation of a coming priest who would reign forever was testified in the Old

Testament. David prophesies of another kind of priest to come.

V18-19 -- ® For on the one hand, a former commandment is set aside because of its weakness and
uselessness ™ (for the law made nothing perfect); but on the other hand, a better hope is

introduced, through which we draw near to God.

The old order of the priesthood is set aside. It is obsolete. Why? Because it is weak and useless to
perfect. It showcases the law and foreshadows the perfect, but is itself not able to perfect. The
priesthood of Levi was good, but something greater has come. Levi's priesthood wasn't bad, but it was

imperfect. No, a better hope, through Christ, has appeared. The word 'better' (the Greek word:



kreittonos) occurs more times in Hebrews than in all the rest of the New Testament combined. And
what is the outcome and benefit to us? We can draw near to God. In the old covenant, the law
functioned in many ways that the Israelites needed, but it could not draw them closer to God. But

Christ does what the law could never do.

Drawing Near to God

| want to hang out for the rest of our time on this idea of drawing near to God.

Each one of us is created by God and for God. We are made to know and walk with Him. We're made
to love with our whole hearts and honor Him with our whole lives. It's what we're made for. But
because of sin, this relationship and ability to draw near to God is severed. Adam and Eve are literally
expelled from the Garden of God's special presence. From that point on, a distance between God and
man is established. God doesn't eliminate our ability to sense His presence or recognize His existence

(Romans 1), but a relational gap is established.

As you read throughout the Old Testament, it is clear that even God's chosen people were aware of
the great distance between themselves and God. Remember when God rescued the people out of
slavery to Egypt and they encountered God's presence and it struck fear in them? They begged Moses
to deal with God instead of them. They begged for no further messages to be spoken to them. They
were terrified. They didn't draw near. They ran. Remember when Isaiah gets a glimpse of the Lord in
the Temple and he pronounces a curse upon himself and recognizes his sin. Peter responds to seeing
a glimpse of Christ's divinity and power by saying, "Depart from me, for | am sinful man." When John

sees the glorified and ascended Jesus in a vision he falls at his feet as though dead (Revelation 1).

So throughout the Old Testament, the people of God had to go through detailed rituals to have their
sins forgiven. They had a tabernacle where only the high priest could enter once a year. They made
many sacrifices they owed (Leviticus). All of these pointed to two realities: they needed a mediator
between them and God AND even this system kept them at a distance. So even if you tried to draw
near to God, there was a healthy distance in place because of your sin. You could only get so close to

God. And even then, you likely didn't dare risk it.

But now, in Christ, you can draw near with hope. The door has been opened wide for us. Jesus comes

as the fulfillment of the great High Priest. He Himself is God in the flesh. He breaks down the dividing



wall of hostility. He opens access to the holy of holies to sinners like us. How? By being not only the
High Priest that conducts a sacrifice, but by being the Lamb of God slain for our sins. This is why when
John the Baptist saw Jesus coming he cried out, "Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of
the world." He makes us acceptable before God. He restores us. He reconciles us to God. And
because our sins are no longer held against us. Because Christ has clothed us with righteousness and

paid for all of our sins..we can draw near to God with hope.

This is the One the Hebrew writer is trying to make known to us. In fact, the book of Hebrews
frequently encourages believers to draw near to God, emphasizing the access believers have through
Christ. The phrase "draw near" appears six times in Hebrews (including our text today), each time

highlighting different aspects of approaching God:

Because of Jesus, we can draw near and receive mercy and grace, complete salvation, a cleansed

conscience, the reward of God's presence, confidence before God, strength in trials, the hope and

promise of eternal fellowship with God.

How do we draw near this morning? What do we do from here in order to draw near?

1. Trust Christ. Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life. Nobody can draw near to God except by Him

(John 14:6). Know that Jesus is your access. That's the Hebrew writer's whole message.

2. By Faith. It requires believing God will receive us when we come. Childlike faith, mustard seed faith

acts in light of what we believe about God. (see Roman Centurion)

3. Through the Word. Reading, meditating on, and obeying the Scriptures allow us to draw near to

God. Make time for the Word for the sake of drawing near.

4. In Worship and Thankfulness. This is privately and corporately as we are doing today. We are about

to worship in song in just a moment and draw near to Him.

5. Repentance of sin. Sin hinders closeness with God. We must turn from our sins if we want to restore

fellowship with Him. Put that sin you've been struggling with on the altar today. Lay it down. Turn away.



6. Fellowship with Other Believers. We talked about this in our Ecclesia series, but we are pursuing
God together. We draw near together and sharpen one another with our gifts, encouragements, and
fellowship. We bear burdens with one another. We do this on Sundays, but we do in LifeGroups, Men's

and Women's ministry, MDWK, students and the Fount, and many other ministries.

7. In Prayer. Here is the most incredible thing. We have access to God through Christ. When we pray,
we are received. This is vital to grasp. Jesus grants us access to God in prayer. We can draw near. You
say, "everyone can pray and talk to God." They can certainly speak. But that doesn't mean they are

drawing near or being heard.

If you are still in your sins and haven't put your faith in Jesus to be saved, to be forgiven, then your
prayers hit the ceiling. The separation between you and God remains what happened in the Garden.
He does not hear you. He has hidden His face. You cannot draw near. This is what makes being in
Christ so unbelievable. This is what the Hebrew writer is stressing!!! You don't have the Isaiah 59

problem. You're in Christ! You can draw near! So draw near. Draw near in prayer.



LOOK BACK

How was your week? What is one thing you’re grateful for and one thing that challenged you?
How did you grow in obedience to Christ over the last week?

Where did you go to share the gospel or have a spiritual conversation with someone?

What is a sin you have been struggling with that you need to repent of?

LOOK UP

e REVIEW
o Read Hebrews 7:11-19 and then have someone else in the group read it again, preferably
from a different translation.
o Additional Scripture
Isaiah 59:1-2
Hebrews 4:16
Hebrews 7:25
Hebrews 10:1
Hebrews 10:22
m Hebrews 11:6
o What big takeaways did you have from the sermon?
m  What did this teach you about God?
m What did this teach you about man?

m  What did this teach you about salvation?
e DISCUSS

o What was the function of the Levitical priesthood, and why was it ultimately unable to
bring perfection?

o How is Jesus' priesthood different from the Levitical priesthood, and why does it matter
for us today?

o  Why was it difficult or limited under the old covenant to draw near to God, and how has
Jesus changed that?

o What does the phrase "a better hope is introduced, through which we draw near to God"
mean to you personally?

o The sermon mentioned that without Christ, our prayers “hit the ceiling.” What does that
mean, and how does being "in Christ" change our approach to prayer?

o How does the concept of Jesus as a High Priest “forever” impact your understanding of
God'’s faithfulness and your security in Him?



o In what ways can we practically "draw near to God" in our daily lives, according to the
sermon? Do you find any of these challenging?

o What is one specific step you can take this week to draw near to God? How can your
community help you in that?

o What is a practical step you can take as a result of this sermon?

e MEMORIZE

o Romans 5:15 — For if many died through one man’s trespass, much more have the
grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded
for many.

LOOK AHEAD

e BUILD UP: How will you be built up this week? We have several discipleship opportunities for
you to participate in.

o Life Groups are a time and place to connect and learn to better follow Jesus together
while abiding in Him. Life Groups are the primary means of disciple-making at TJC. Our
groups focus on connecting, learning, following, and abiding. Groups meet weekly on
various days/times across Wilson County. Contact Morgan Cates (morgan@tjclive.com)
for more information.

o MDWK is a time of education and growth in order to build up the Journey Church body.
We offer a handful of intentionally chosen classes that cover a broad range of topics and
are taught by quality teachers from within our congregation. Classes are at 6:30p every
Wednesday. Contact Morgan Cates (morgan@tjclive.com) for more information.

o TJC Women seeks to equip women to be rooted in the Word of God and bold in their
faith. Our events and small groups focus on letting the gospel shape all spheres of our
lives. Gather is the first Saturday of every month. Contact Laura DiLeonardi
(laura@tjclive.com) for more information.

o TJC Men exists to equip men to show Jesus as incomparably glorious in every sphere of
their lives. The men’s ministry meets on the 2nd Saturday of every month at 8:00a in the
student center. Contact Morgan Cates (morgan@tjclive.com) for more information.

o TJC Students is passionate to see every parent equipped, every leader developed, and
every student discipled into baptized, self-feeding, disciple making followers of Jesus
who are letting the gospel shape every sphere of their lives. Our student ministry meets
on Wednesday nights from 6:00p-7:30p for MDWK worship and Sunday mornings at
8:30a and 10:00a for small group. Contact Larry Davis (larry@tjclive.com) for more
information.

o TJC Kids believes that the Gospel saves, sanctifies, gathers and sends. It is our desire to
see our kids understand that the Gospel truly does change everything and we will do this
primarily by teaching our kids to love Jesus, showing them they can have fun in the
process, and making sure they stay safe. Contact Nick Judd (nick@tjclive.com) for more
information.



o TJC Young Adults exists to equip young adults ages 18 to 29 in becoming passionate
followers of Jesus who enter their life in Christ. We do this through intentional
relationships, fellowship, and worship centered around the gospel. The Fount meets
Tuesdays at 7:00p. Contact Hunter Christian (hunter@tjclive.com) for more information.

e SEND OUT: How do you plan to be sent out to engage the world around you? We have several
opportunities for local and international missions.

o For the City: Acts 1:8 calls us to be engaged where we live and among the nations. The
people of TJC seek to bring truth, grace, and hope to Lebanon and the surrounding area
by mobilizing the church to be salt and light, not only for the city, but for your city. Take
part in faithfully and obediently using your gifts to declare God’s glory among those who
are hopeless living among you today. Contact Jeff Long (jeff@tjclive.com) for more
information.

o For the Nations: At TJC we exist to show Jesus as incomparably glorious to Lebanon and
beyond. We are ambitious and passionate about strategically taking an active role in
finishing the Great Commission as we actively pursue the unreached peoples of the
world by mobilizing the entire church to pray, send, go and welcome international friends
among us. Contact Shawn Casto (shawn@tjclive.com) for more information.

e PRAYER

o Pray over any request from your group members.

o Pray for our staff: Amanda Bayes (Administrative Ministry Assistant)

o Pray for our replanters: Christ’s Fellowship

o Pray for our short-term teams:

m FEurope Team departing on March 21, 2025
m Southeast Asia Team departing on May 25, 2025
m Kenya Summer Trip departing on May 25, 2025

o Pray for our long-term units on the mission field:
m The Wilsons
m The Grays
m The Starks
o Pray for the unreached. Want to keep up with Unreached People Groups? Download the

Unreached of the Day App https://joshuaproject.net/pray/unreachedoftheday/a


https://joshuaproject.net/pray/unreachedoftheday/app

