SERMON GUIDE

Hebrews: Better Things for the Believer
Hebrews 6:9-12

Check out the TJC Weekend Recap podcast for a more in-depth look at our sermons each week!
The podcast is available on all streaming platforms!

SERMON NOTES
Hebrews 6:9-12 — ° Though we speak in this way, yet in your case, beloved, we feel sure of better

things—things that belong to salvation. ™ For God is not unjust so as to overlook your work and the
love that you have shown for his name in serving the saints, as you still do. " And we desire each
one of you to show the same earnestness to have the full assurance of hope until the end, 2so that
you may not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the

promises.

Some of you are true, born-again believers, and some are not. Yet, all of you who are connected to this
church in some way are part of the community of faith. What’'s more, some of you are deeply
connected to that community—you don’t just show up on Sundays. You serve, give, participate in small
groups, pray for others, and have even witnessed God move in powerful ways. And yet, you don’t

know Christ. Your life has never been fully surrendered to Him.

This is the setting in which these warning passages are presented and because of that, they serve two
primary purposes. First, to expose false believers. These warnings that say, “If you don’t hold firm to
Christ until the end, you won’t be saved” show that not all will hold firm to Christ until the end, and
those who don’t were never truly His. The second purpose is for genuine believers. For these, the

warnings serve as a means by which God keeps true believers from falling.

For the unbeliever, a warning is meant to bring terror that they might come to repentance. For the

believer, a warning is not meant to terrify but to protect.

Warnings for our children work the same way. If | allow my kids to play in the yard but warn them to
stay away from the road lest they be hit by a car, my purpose isn’t to paralyze them with fear—it’s to

give them the confidence to enjoy the yard with freedom, knowing they will remain safe. In the same



way, God’s warnings are intended as a means to keep us, not to rob us of assurance, but to strengthen

our grip on Christ.

And that is exactly what the writer is getting ready to show us beginning in v. 9. Last week emphasized
maturity and warning; this week, we pivot to assurance. Let’s look at that. Please stand with me in

honor of the reading of God’s Word.

| recently received an email response from an article that | wrote for Knowing Jesus Ministries a while
back. In the email, the sender expressed a tremendous amount of fear and uncertainty in their
salvation. They cited Hebrews 6 as one of the passages that was bringing so much distress. At the
heart of it, the question was, “How can | know that | am not one of those who fall away and are never
brought back to repentance?” You can imagine the original readers of this passage having the same

question.

It's perfectly reasonable to want to have some assurance that he’s not talking about us, right? We want
to make sure we’re not the ones who have fallen or will fall away. We want to make sure that we are

not the fruitless, worthless field that is burned up in the end.

We know that true believers will hold fast to the end, that God will preserve us, and that we will
persevere, but that answer just kicks the can down the road — we still see that there are some who
make it and some who don’t and we want to be sure that we are the former. This is exactly what the
writer to the Hebrews is going to give us in today’s passage.

Exegesis

V9a — Though we speak in this way, yet in your case, beloved

He sets up the contrast Erik mentioned last week. There is a “they,” and there is an “us.” He says,
“Listen, that warning is real, but don’t be afraid. The fear it brings is directed to a specific segment of
people, not you, Beloved.” Not who? Not the Beloved. Beloved signifies that he is speaking to
believers. This is actually the only time this word is used in the whole book. It tells us that the writer is
offering comfort. This is another evidence that the previous warning is not meant to threaten true

believers, but to protect us, to be a means of His keeping us. He goes on to say...



V9b — we feel sure of better things—things that belong to salvation

He doesn’t just say that he thinks it’s possible that they might not have to worry about that terrible end
but that he is sure they don’t have to. He is sure they don’t have to because they are saved. The things
that separate the subjects of the apostasy passage and this passage are: 1. These are the beloved, and
2. These are those who have salvation. Now, what are these better things that he is sure of, these
things that belong to or accompany salvation? Better things than being a worthless field that doesn’t
produce any crops even though it receives much water. Those things that accompany salvation that
he’s referring to are the things he’s getting ready to mention — the fruit that proves they are genuine
Christians. It is because of this fruit that he is sure they are not the ones who fall away like we saw in

the previous passage. He says...

V10a - For God is not unjust so as to overlook your work and the love that you have shown for his

name in serving the saints.

There is evidence of regeneration in their lives. Evidence that they have been born again and have
trusted Jesus, and are therefore saved. There is an important distinction to make here regarding that
evidence: our good works, the things we do for Christ and one another, don’t save us, and they don’t
maintain our salvation after we’re saved, but they are the evidence that we are indeed saved. By
works, | don’t mean how many good deeds you’ve done or how many mission trips you’ve been on, or
how many times you’ve done something religious this week. What is often meant by works in the Bible
is simply, your walk, the way you live your life. Does your life show evidence of loving Christ and
serving His people? We should not trust in our works; we’ll always find imperfections in them. But it is
totally Biblical to draw assurance of regeneration or salvation from our works. How do | know that | am
not one of those false believers who will fall away? My life will tell me. It’s pretty simple. Consider this

series of questions and answers:

How do | know | won’t fall away? Because | am His beloved, | have trusted Him, and He has saved me,

and He will keep me.

Ok, but how do | know that | have trusted Him and He has saved me? Because | have been born again,

He made me new. | have the Spirit as a deposit.



Ok, but how do | know | have been born again and have the Spirit? Because there is evidence in my

life of a new heart.

The things that make the writer sure that these are not those who fall away are the things that
accompany salvation. Those things that accompany salvation are the evidence of a changed life: he
called it the work and the love that you have shown for his name in serving the saints. We’re not talking
about perfection here, we’re not talking about sinlessness. But we are talking about a change in
disposition. Is your life directed toward and characterized by love for Christ, obedience to Him, and the
service of His people? That’s what this writer says gives him assurance that these are genuine

believers in Jesus.

Can | look at my life and say, | know that | trust Jesus and | know that He has saved me and given me
His Spirit because my life has changed? You find this self-examination in other places in scripture too.
He is the one who called us. He is the one who has made us new. He is the one who has given us
promises. But what does he say confirms our election and keeps us from falling? The fruit of a changed
life. Dr. Mohler said, “One of the most important catalysts of spiritual confidence is spiritual fruitfulness.”
The apostle John says similar things all through the letter of 1 John. If you want to know if you belong

to Him, ask yourself if you love His people and seek to keep His commandments.

We don’t trust our works to save us; we trust Christ alone. But when the question arises, “How do |

know I've trusted Christ alone?” A large part of the answer is, “Look at your life.”

That’s what the writer is saying. He’s offering assurance of salvation based on the evidence. That’s also
why he brings up the idea of justice here. It would be unjust of God to ignore the changes that have
happened in your life. The writer gave his warning, and then he said, “Look, but you real followers of
Christ, God sees you. He knows that you are loving and serving Him and one another. Don’t be afraid.”
F.F. Bruce on this idea of the justice of God and how it relates to this passage said, “The point here [...]
is that deeds of kindness done to the people of God are reckoned by God as done to Himself, and will
surely receive their reward from Him.” He is just. He sees your love for His nhame and your service to

His people and He will reward you.

V10b — as you still do



Not only have their lives shown fruit that they are the good ground and not the ground that produces
thorns from last week, thus giving the writer confidence in their salvation, but their sanctification is
continuing and ongoing. That is the source of more confidence. Not sinlessness but a disposition and a
trajectory. | don’t care how much sin you’re still battling. The question is, “Are you battling sin?” Are you
currently on the trajectory of becoming more like Jesus, regardless of where you are on that timeline?
Is your sanctification continuing and ongoing, if so, that is one evidence that you are the good ground

not the worthless ground. He goes on to say...

V11 — And we desire each one of you to show the same earnestness to have the full assurance of

hope until the end

What is God’s desire for His children according to this passage? He doesn’t want us to be afraid. He
wants us to have assurance. He wants us to keep fighting the good fight, seeking to become more like
Christ, and holding onto our faith until the end. God wants me to have assurance to the end, and one
of the ways | maintain that assurance — not my salvation, but my assurance of salvation — is by
continuing to walk with Him, which will continue to result in the fruit of work and love for His name and
His people. Do you see how we overcomplicate things so much? This isn’t meant to be a difficult
concept. Keep trusting. Keep walking. Keep seeking to obey Him so that you don’t start drifting back.
Stagnation is always a temptation for us, and that stagnation will steal the assurance of the true

believer or expose the lostness of the false professor. That’s why he says:

V12 - so that you may not be sluggish but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit

the promises

What is the opposite of becoming sluggish, complacent, and spiritually lazy? Imitate those who,
through faith and patience, made it to the end. The writer is going to give us some examples of those
people when we get to chapter 11. This is also one of the reasons we do the Cloud series every year —
to point us to people who have run the race whose faith is worth imitating. Faith leads to following.
Following leads to assurance. Assurance fuels faith and patience. Faith and patience inherit the

promises.

The message of the book of Hebrews is not just “Jesus is better than the Old Covenant” but “Jesus is



better, so hold on. Don’t give up. He’s worth it, and your reward will be worth it.” The motivation for
Christians to wait and remain faithful to the end is that Jesus is coming back and will put everything

right. So, patiently wait in hope for His return. In doing so, you will inherit all that He has promised you.

We have been given this warning: don’t fall away. Don’t turn back. And we have been told that we
believers don’t need to fear but to let these warnings spur us on. We know that we are believers who
need not fear because of the evidence of the Spirit’s work in our lives. In light of that, we can have
assurance. From that assurance that we belong to Jesus and He will keep us, we need to stay vigilant,
keep the faith, and remain close to Christ because we know that our hope of Jesus returning will be

fulfilled, all will be made right, and we will inherit all that He has promised us. Promises like:

1. Eternal Life in God’s Presence
Resurrection and a Glorified Body
A New Heavens and New Earth

No More Pain, Suffering, or Death

o M 0D

Eternal Rewards and Reign with Christ

The heart of this text is, “Hold on. It's worth it. The promises are worth it. You true believers, I'm
confident that you won’t fall away because | have seen your love for Christ and His people. Keep going

and patiently wait in hope for all that He has promised you.”

The email | mentioned at the beginning of the sermon turned into several emails back and forth, and
Lord willing, those emails helped answer the question. But | know this is a question that haunts many
believers when they read the first part of this chapter. How do | know that I'm not one of those who
have fallen or will fall away? Our passage today answers that by saying, “Look at your life. Has God
changed your heart, and is that coming out in your life? If the answer is yes, then take heart. You can

have assurance.”

Because that is the main point of this passage, that God wants His people to have assurance and not
live in fear of judgment, allow me to address one more thing on the nature of assurance. For some of
you this idea of looking at your life to see the fruit of following Jesus to give you assurance is as clear
as can be. You understand that your righteousness will always be imperfect, but you’re not terribly
introspective and you can take this at face value as you should. You understand that what is being said

here is just the inverse of something else we all hold true: that if someone professes to have faith but



has no change in their life, they have no reason to feel assured that they have true faith, right? Some of
you get that all this passage is saying is that it works in a positive direction too; if there is evidence of
the work of the Spirit in your life causing you to love God and serve His people, you can use that to

bring you assurance.

There are others here this morning, however, who have a bit of a different personality. A personality
that is prone to introspection, prone to guilt and condemnation, and self-criticism, and when you hear
that you can gain assurance by looking at your life, that doesn’t comfort you at all. You’re thinking, “My
life could never be good enough to help me feel better about my doubts. This actually makes me feel
worse.” You’re a true believer and you love the Lord, but you can’t see past your own failures and so
this sermon has brought you no comfort up to this point. | want to tell you that this is one way to gain

assurance but not the only way.

How can you be sure that you are not one of those who have fallen away or will fall away beyond

repentance?

You choose to trust what Jesus said. It’s that simple, but it’'s not easy. You choose to believe Him. You
tell yourself that you choose to believe Him. He said that if you come to Him He won’t cast you out. So
you say to your own heart, “I have come to Him. He won’t cast me out. He won’t turn me away.” He
said that if you come to Him He will NEVER lose you. So you tell your heart, “He won’t lose me.” And all
the “What if this and what if that’s” will eventually lose their power if you keep doing this. If | ask you

how you can be assured of your salvation, | want you to tell me, “Because He said so...”

This is the tension that each of us has to find our place in. Sinclair Furgeson had this to say about that
tension, “The gospel way with sinners, is to engage in radical surgery upon our lives, and then bring
radical healing to our lives. And so balance in the Christian life doesn't take us down the center aisle,
so much, as it stretches us to the side aisles. And so there are times when the Word of God as our
forefathers used to say, rips up our consciences. And there are times when the Word of God pours a

healing balm into our souls.”

The scriptures tell us to hold fast and take the warning of apostasy and its consequences seriously.
The scriptures also tell us not to fear — to look to the changes that God has made in our lives and draw

assurance. And it tells us that even if our weak and wounded consciences won’t let us do that, to look



to Christ and His promises to us to draw assurance. The answer is not the same for every heart in

every season but He does have an answer for us.

Application

1.

For Faithful Believers: Keep pressing forward in faith, love, and service, knowing that your
endurance is both the evidence of your salvation and the means by which God keeps you
secure. Look at the changes in your life or look at the certainty of His faithfulness to His
promises and keep pressing forward from that place of assurance.

For Complacent Believers: Wake up from spiritual sluggishness—your assurance is
strengthened by an active faith, not passive belief. Renew your zeal for Christ and His people.
For False Professors: Examine yourself. Do not mistake proximity to the faith for possession of
faith. Examine your life—does it bear the fruit of true salvation, or are you merely attached to the
community of believers?

For Unbelievers: Turn to Christ. The warning is real—if you do not hold to Christ, you will not be
saved. But the invitation is also real: turn to Christ today in true faith and repentance before it’s

too late.



LOOK BACK

How was your week? What is one thing you’re grateful for and one thing that challenged you?
How did you grow in obedience to Christ over the last week?

Where did you go to share the gospel or have a spiritual conversation with someone?

What is a sin you have been struggling with that you need to repent of?

LOOK UP

e REVIEW
o Read Hebrews 6:9-12 and then have someone else in the group read it again, preferably
from a different translation.
o Additional Scripture
Psalm 16:11
John 3:16
1 Corinthians 15:52-53
2 Timothy 2:12
1 Peter 1:4
2 Peter 1:10-13
1John 3:2
Revelation 21:1-4
m Revelation 22:4

o What big takeaways did you have from the sermon?
m What did this teach you about God?
m What did this teach you about man?
m What did this teach you about salvation?
e DISCUSS
o What is the primary contrast the writer of Hebrews makes in verse 9?
o How does the writer give assurance to the believers in this passage?
o Why is it important to distinguish between works as evidence of salvation and works as a
means of salvation?
What role does God's justice play in providing assurance for believers (v. 10)?
What warning does the passage give to those who are spiritually sluggish?
How can someone prone to self-criticism find assurance of salvation?

o O O O

What does this passage teach about the balance between warning and assurance in the
Christian life?



o O O O O

o

How should this passage challenge both complacent believers and false professors?
How can you identify the fruit of the Spirit in your own life?

Are there areas where you have become spiritually sluggish?

What steps can you take to renew your earnestness?

What promises of God can you cling to for assurance in seasons of doubt?

What is a practical step you can take as a result of this sermon?

e MEMORIZE

o

LOOK AHEAD

Revelation 4:11 — “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and
power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed and were created.”

e BUILD UP: How will you be built up this week? We have several discipleship opportunities for
you to participate in.

o

Life Groups are a time and place to connect and learn to better follow Jesus together
while abiding in Him. Life Groups are the primary means of disciple-making at TJC. Our
groups focus on connecting, learning, following, and abiding. Groups meet weekly on
various days/times across Wilson County. Contact Morgan Cates (morgan@tjclive.com)
for more information.

MDWK is a time of education and growth in order to build up the Journey Church body.
We offer a handful of intentionally chosen classes that cover a broad range of topics and
are taught by quality teachers from within our congregation. Classes are at 6:30p every
Wednesday. Contact Morgan Cates (morgan@tjclive.com) for more information.

TJC Women seeks to equip women to be rooted in the Word of God and bold in their
faith. Our events and small groups focus on letting the gospel shape all spheres of our
lives. Gather is the first Saturday of every month. Contact Laura DiLeonardi
(laura@tjclive.com) for more information.

TJC Men exists to equip men to show Jesus as incomparably glorious in every sphere of
their lives. The men’s ministry meets on the 2nd Saturday of every month at 8:00a in the
student center. Contact Morgan Cates (morgan@tjclive.com) for more information.

TJC Students is passionate to see every parent equipped, every leader developed, and
every student discipled into baptized, self-feeding, disciple making followers of Jesus
who are letting the gospel shape every sphere of their lives. Our student ministry meets
on Wednesday nights from 6:00p-7:30p for MDWK worship and Sunday mornings at
8:30a and 10:00a for small group. Contact Larry Davis (larry@tjclive.com) for more
information.

TJC Kids believes that the Gospel saves, sanctifies, gathers and sends. It is our desire to
see our kids understand that the Gospel truly does change everything and we will do this
primarily by teaching our kids to love Jesus, showing them they can have fun in the
process, and making sure they stay safe. Contact Nick Judd (nick@tjclive.com) for more
information.



o

TJC Young Adults exists to equip young adults ages 18 to 29 in becoming passionate
followers of Jesus who enter their life in Christ. We do this through intentional
relationships, fellowship, and worship centered around the gospel. The Fount meets
Tuesdays at 7:00p. Contact Hunter Christian (hunter@tjclive.com) for more information.

e SEND OUT: How do you plan to be sent out to engage the world around you? We have several
opportunities for local and international missions.

o

For the City: Acts 1:8 calls us to be engaged where we live and among the nations. The
people of TJC seek to bring truth, grace, and hope to Lebanon and the surrounding area
by mobilizing the church to be salt and light, not only for the city, but for your city. Take
part in faithfully and obediently using your gifts to declare God’s glory among those who
are hopeless living among you today. Contact Jeff Long (jeff@tjclive.com) for more
information.

For the Nations: At TJC we exist to show Jesus as incomparably glorious to Lebanon and
beyond. We are ambitious and passionate about strategically taking an active role in
finishing the Great Commission as we actively pursue the unreached peoples of the
world by mobilizing the entire church to pray, send, go and welcome international friends
among us. Contact Shawn Casto (shawn@tjclive.com) for more information.

e PRAYER

o

o

o

o

o

O

Pray over any request from your group members.
Pray for our staff: Braden Benz (Worship and Creative Associate)
Pray for our replanters: Christ’s Fellowship
Pray for our short-term teams:
m Southeast Asia Team departing on March 7, 2025
m FEurope Team departing on March 21, 2025
m Southeast Asia Team departing on May 25, 2025
m Kenya Summer Trip departing on May 25, 2025
Pray for our long-term units on the mission field:
m The Wilsons
m The Grays
m The Starks
Pray for the unreached. Want to keep up with Unreached People Groups? Download the
Unreached of the Day App https://joshuaproject.net/pray/unreachedoftheday/a


https://joshuaproject.net/pray/unreachedoftheday/app

